gm 


ENGLAND" rn 


Wich! is alſo directed to | 
SCOTLAND AN PDP IRELAND: 


In ſeveral DiSCOURSES. 


— Which contain 
" 


AWakninG againſt the great wickedneſs of theſe lands, 
and of the deſolating judgments approaching upon them. 


To which are added, | 
Some papers relative to the 3 | 


By ALEXANDER Monxcaigrs, M. A. 


Miniſter of the Goſpel at at Abernethy; ; 4 1 


Blow the trumpet in Zion, and found an alarm in my holy mountain : let all the. inhabi- 
tants of the land tremble : for the day of the Lord cometh, for i is nigh at hund. 
Joel ii. 1. 

And N and ſaid, Yet forty days and Nineveh foall be overthrown, 

ii. 4. 

When they ſpall ſay, Peace and ſafety; then ſudden deſtruftion cometh upon them, 2 
"travail upon a woman with child; and they ſhall not eſcape. 1 Theſſ. v. 3. Vl 

Fer as @ ſnare ſhall it come on all them that dwell on the . of the whole earth. | 

Luke xxi. 35. 

moe ye had ſmitten the whole army of the Gbaldeans,—x end there remained but 

d men among them, yet ſhould they riſe up every mas #n his tent, and burn 
thi city with fire, Jer. xxxvii. 10. 

Therefore I will judge you, O houſe of Iſtael, every one according to his ways, ſaith 

” the Lord God : repent, and turn from all your Yn] F 1 o iniquity ſoall not be 

Jour ruin. Ezek. xviii. 30. | 
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TO THE READ E R. 


VER ſober thinking man, in comparing preſent 


and former times, muſt be convinced, — that the 


intereſt of religion was never ſo low, in theſe king- 
doms, ſince the reformation from Popery, as it is at 
this day. 

And the degeneracy of the age, our defection from 
the Lord for about an hundred years paſt, waxing ſtill 
more corrupt and wicked; the irreligion and infidelity 
which doth ſo univerſally prevail, our contempt of the 
\ glorious goſpel of Chriſt, the blaſphemous errors and 


awful deluſions which are ſpreading every where, the 


increaſe of Popery and of 7a. 99:/11m; together with the 
immoralities and abominations of all ſorts, which. fo 
much abound, and that to ſuch an height, that we have 
outdone the very Heathens themſelves: theſe are ſuch 


2 juſt and evident grounds of the Lord's controverſy with 


us, and are ſuch glaring ſigns of the day of viſitation 
approaching, that, from the word of God, our perfect 
and only rule, and from the general rules laid down 
therein, without propheſying, which is not pretended 
unto,— we may aſſuredly conclude, that God's righteous 
judgments are about to be executed upon us;—if the 
Lord in his ſovereignty interpoſe not, either in a wa 

of inſinite grace, — bringing our hearts back to himſelf 
and to our allegiance unto him, which we ardently wiſh 
for; or, in his /ong-ſuffering, bear a little longer with 
all the indignities done to him, and permit us further to 
fill up the cup of our treſpaſſes, which is brim-full al- 
ready, — and thus be more ripened for the ſickle of his 


judgments, and our plagues in righteouſneſs be made 
{till the more wonderful. 


In ſuch circumſtances, it appears to be plain duty 


to b/ow the trumpet in Zion, and to ſound an alarm in 


God's holy mountain . It is dangerous to neglect ta. 
give warning, and dangerous to refuſe to take itz For 
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if the watchman Blot not the trumpet, and the people 
be not warned; if the ſword come and take any perſon © 


from among them, — his blood will God require at the 


watchman's hand. Yet if the watchman warn the © 
wicked, and be turn not from his wickedneſs, nor from 
his wicked way, he ſhall die in his iniquity, but the 
watchman hath delivered his ſoul . 

And taking it under conſideration, that the oath of 
God which theſe kingdoms are under —is both inviolable 
and mutual; and that, particularly, we have vowed to 
the moſt high God, — That © we ſhall ſincerely, really, 
te and conſtantly, through the grace of God, endea- 
« your, in our ſeveral places and callings,—the refor- 
mation of religion in the kingdoms of England and 


Ireland, in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 


« ment, according to the word of God, and the ex- 
© ample of the beſt reformed churches :” I therefore 
found myſelf obliged, eſpecially conſidering the criſis 
which matters ſeem to be coming unto,—to uſe my 
weak endeavours for detecting ſome miſtakes, and for 
exciting all ranks to return unto the Lord, from whom 
we have ſo dceply revolted. 

In this undertaking, for which IJ acknowledge myſelf 


very ill qualified, =I would deſire to aim at the glory 


and honour of God; as alſo the good and welfare of 
mankind, which ſtands inſeparably connected with their 

duty to the Moſt High. It, upon the account of an 
eſſay I have made this way, TI ſhall meet with ridicule 
and reproach, or other bad treatment; I hope that I 
ſhall be enabled, through grace, to forgive the inſtru- 
ments,—and to put my truſt and confidence in the great 
God, our Saviour, Feſus Chriſt: to whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, — be glory, ho- 
nour, power, and dominion, now and for ever. Amen. 


Exek. xxxili. 6. 7. + Ezek. iii. 17. 18. 19. 


ERRATUM. p. 70. I. 33, delete not after have. 
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EZ E k. vii. 2. 15. 


„ — Thus faith the Lord God unto the land of Iſrael, An end, 


the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 
The ſword is without, and the peſtilence and the famine 

' within : he that is in the field, ſhall die with the ſword; 
and he that is in the city, famine and peſtilence ſhall de- 
vour him. 


ous judgments — before he infliit them. In theſe verſes, 
accordingly, God gives notice and warning to us, in 
theſe ſinful, apoſtate, covenant-breaking lands, - of the 
general deſolation that ſhall ſhortly be brought upon us. This 
muſt be declared and publiſhed, that all may hear and fear 
and may, by this loud alarm, be either brought to faith in 
the Son of God, with repentance and reformation, or be left 
inexcuſable. 
If we were any way ſuitably exerciſed, this meſſage from 


]- is God's uſual method, to give warning of his righte- 


i | God would make us ſay, with the prophet Habakkuk, chap. iii. 


2. 16. 1 have heard thy ſpeech, and was afraid: When 
heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the vaice 
rottenneſs entered into my bones, and I trembled in myſelf, 
that I might reſt in the' day of trouble : ——and with the 


. Pſalmiſt, Pſal. cxix. 120. My fl-ſh trembleth for fear of thee, 


and 1 am afraid of thy judgments, 
This awful meſſage from God was not n to Judah 
and Iſrael; but is ſpoken and directed to us in this genera- 


tion, as well as it was to them: For whatſcever things were 
: written aforetime, were written for our learning, Rom. xv. 4. 


And our bleſſed Lord and Saviour declares, that thoſe things 


which were ſpoken by God to Moſes at the buſh, were ſpo- 
A ken 
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ken to the then generation, who Eiſted many ages after the 
time of Moſes : Matth. xxit. 31. 32. But as tcuching the re- 


ſurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which was 


SPOKEN UNTO YOU BY GoD, ſaying, 1am the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God of Facob? God is 
not the God of the dead, but of the living. God is an infi- 
nite ſpeaker; and in his word he ſpeaks to mankind-ſinners, 
to all generations of men, and to every individual of the hu- 
man-kind among whom the goſpel-trumpet is ſounded. And 
it is a certain rule, if the Lord go not out of the ordinary 
courſe of his dealing with his church, — That when a people 


. enlightened by the goſpel — do become univerſally corrupt, 


and obſtinate in a courſe of fin, and fo are guilty of Jeruſa- 
lem's abominations, they may certainly expect to meet with 
Jeruſalem's judgments and deſolation. 

The Lord condeſcends to deliver his predictions of awful 
national calamities, in lively and moſt moving expreſſions; 


that all ranks may be awakened, and the moſt ſtupid may be 


affected. The prophet Jeremiah, chap. iv. 7. compares the 
enemy to a lion that comes up from his thicket, when he is 


hungry, ſeeking his prey: The lion is come up from his thic- 


ket, and the deſtroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is 
gone forth from his place to make thy land deſolate, and thy 


cities ſhall be laid waſte, without an inhabitant. And down- 


ward in that chapter, the prophet, in name of the Lord, de- 
clares, that the deſolation ſhould be general and univerſal ; 
and would be ſuch a deſolation, as ſhould amount in a man- 
ner to a diſſolution. He deſcribes the earth as without form 
and void, a perfect chaos,— and the heavens as without light, 


(alluding to the darkneſs that was upon the face of the deep, 
Gen. i. 2.): y 20. Deſtruction upon deſtruction is cried, for 
the whole land is fpoited : yy 17.18. Becauſe ſhe hath been re- 
bellicus againſt me, ſaith the Lord. Thy way and thy doings * 


have procured theſe things unto thee. y 22. For my people 
is fooliſh, they have not known me. V 23.—27. I beheld the 


earth, and lo, it was without form and void; and the hea- 


vens, and they had no light, I beheld the mountains, and 
lo, they trembled. I beheld, and lo, there was no man, 


and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, and lo, 


the 
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the fruitful place was a uilderneſ, and all the cities there- 
of were broken down at the preſence of the Lord, and by his 

fierce anger, For thus hath the Lord ſaid, The whole land 
* ſhall be deſolate ; get will not make a full end. y 31. TI 

ö have heard a vice as of a woman in travail, and the an- | 
guiſh as of her that bringeth forth her firſt child, the voice | 

„ of the daughter of Zion: that bewaileth herſelf, that ſpreads» 

K eth her hands, ſaying, Wo is me now, for my ſoul is wearied 

| _ becauſe of murderers. | 

And in the text, the approaching calamity of theſe lands, 

* ina way of warning from the Lord, is held out to us in 

„ moving and awakening expreſſions: Thus ſaith the Lord God 

- _ awnto the land of Iſrael, An end, the end is come upon the 

Pour corners of the land. The ſword is without, and the 
peſtilence and the famine within : he that is in the field, ſhall 

1 die with the ford; and he that is in the city, famine and 

3 peaſtilence ſhall de our him. 

e In which words of warning from God, we may obſerve, 

e 1. The approaching national calamity deſeribed; and that, 

8 1/4, From the lamentable and diſmal nature of it: It is an 

end, the end come uten the four corners of the land: the 

is which all the wickedneſs and apoſtaſy of theſe lands, for more 

„than an hundred years paſt, has been working towards, as 

1- _ means to bring it about. It is a national ruin and deſtruction, 

e- as the delvge was the end of all fleſh, Gen. vi. 13. 2dly, It 

is an end ncar at hand, at the very door : The end is come. 

=> Theſe lands have been long ripening for it; it has been long 

m 1 a · coming, long threatened, long deferred; but now the end 


it, 7 7s come. An impenitert people that hates to be reformed, 
p, can expect nothing elſe, — but that judgments which hand 
or 4 been long put off, ſhall be inflicted; for the manifeſtation of 


e- divine juſtice, and of God's holineſs, and hatred at ſin. addy, 
25 The end that is come is univerſal: The end is come upon 
ple the four corners of the land. No part of the land ſhall eſcape, 


4 ; no not that which lies moſt remote; for it is the end of all 
*flcſh, aqthly, Theſe judgments ſhall be inevitable : none of: 


"thoſe marked for death thalt eſcape; and thoſe that fall, ſhall 
, not be lamented. Theſe judgments ſhall bear down all be- 
y, fore them, without remedy, both in town and country. 
the A 2 Men 
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Men ſhall be ſafe no where: for he that is in the field, ſhall 
die by the ſword, — every field ſhall be to them a field of 
Blood; and he that is in the city, ſhall not be protected, but 
famine and peſtilence ſhall devour him. Sin hath abounded 
both in city and country, and therefore in both deſolations 
ſhall be made. 
2. We may notice the perſons againſt whom theſe awful 
judgments are denounced: Thus ſaith the Lord God UNTO 
THE LAND OF ISRAEL. It is a national calamity ; a cala- 
mity ſent by God upon the land of I/rael: A land enlighten. _ 
ed by divine revclation, and the light of the goſpel, as theſe 
lands have been; a land that had by profeſſion devoted them- 
ſelves to the Lord, and had avouched the Lord to be their 
God,—and bad folemnly ſworn, in the ſtrength of his grace, 
to keep his righteous judgments; as theſe lands of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, have done, in our covenants national 
and ſolemn league, — and are juſtly obnoxious to his righteous 
judgments, becauſe we, as well as they, have dealt falſely _ 
and perfidioufly in his covenant. | 

3. We ought, with attention and veneration, to obſerve _ 
the infinitely holy and righteous author of thoſe deſolating 
judgments upon theſe lands, whoſe treſpaſſes are grown up 
unto the heavens: THUS SAITH THE LORD GoD wnto the 
land of Iſrael. It is the Lord Jehovah who hath given ſen- 
tence againſt theſe lands: and the Lord God doth, by his 
word, publiſh and intimate the ſentence. The Lord God faith 
it; and who can gainſay what he faith ? His name is faithful 
and true. He is faithful in executing his threatenings, as well 
as in performing his promiſes. Let us therefore tremble at | 
the words of the God of Iſrael, ſo as to be ſhaken out of all 
carnal confidences; and by grace betake ourſelves to the 
Lord himſelf, as our God in Chriſt's title and right, who is 6 
the hope of Iſtacl, and the ſaviour thereof in time of trouble. 


From theſe words thus explained, we take notice of the 
following practical note or obſcrvation, viz. 


Do#. THAT THE LORD, IN THIS His WORD, born 
1SSUE FORTH A WARNING, AND DOTH PUBLISH IT To 
THE PRESENT GENERATION,— THAT HIS HOLY, RIGHTE-= * 

OUS; 
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boys, AND DFSOLATING JUDGMENTS, WHICH, THROUGH 
* DivINE LONG-SUFFERING, HAVE BEEN LONG DEFERRED, 
ARE NOW APPROACHING, AND ARE AT THE VERY DOOR, 


Had we a voice which could be heard through England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, — we would, through grace, lift it up 
| like a trumpet, and cry aloud to all ranks, to court and coun- 

try,— proclaiming, with a trembling and grieved heart, Thus 

faith the Lord God unto the land of Iſrael, An end, the end | 
tis come upon the four corners of the land. The ſword is | 
© without, and the peſtilence and the famine within: he that 
is in the field, ſball die with the ſword; and he that is in 
tze city, famine and peſtilence ſhall devour him. 

We in theſe lands have wickedly, in face of goſpel-light, 
taken our time of ſinning ; and God's time of puniſhing, for 
vindicating his own honour and declarative glory, is now 
come. Seeing we have refuſed to make an end of inning, 
God is about to make an end of us, and to dung theſe lands 
with our carcaſes ; becauſe the earth is defiled under us, who 
have changed the ordinances, and broken the everlaſting co- 
venant. Although we do not venture to draw poſitive infe- 
rences from ſcripture-warnings, as prophetical juſt to this 
preſent time; yet, as it is a time of awful ſinning, with very 
threatening appearances of correſpondent judgments, — there 
is great reaſon to fear, that the day of viſitation is very near. 


— . dion - 
_ — . ——— — —_ 


The method we propoſe is, by divine aſſiſtance, 

1. To notice a few of the ſigns of the near approach of 
a national calamity upon theſe lands. 

2, To ſpeak a little of the awfulneſs of theſe judgments, 


as being an end, the end that is come upon the four corners 
of the land. 


FIRST then we proceed, by divine aſſiſtance, to mention a 
few of the many ſigns and evidences which appear in our 
days, of an alarming and nigh approach of a national viſita- 

tion upon theſe lands, for the ſins of thoſe who dwell there» 
'H in. And, 
"0 I. It is evident, that a flood of profaneneſs and wickedneſs 


E* } overſpreads theſe lands; which is a plain ſign and indication 
8 | | of 
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of the approach of deſolating judgments: Gen. vi. 5. And 
God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. y 7. And the Lord ſaid, I will de- 
ftroy man, whom I have created, from the face of the earth. 
Contempt of the holy ſcriptures, and a profane mocking at 
the myſteries of religion, obtains among perſons of all ranks. 
Theſe lands are defiled with murders, drunkenneſs, open 
adulteries, and unclcanneſs of all ſorts. The profane enter- 
tainments of the ſtage, maſquerades, and other ſuch ſemina- 
ries of lewdneſs and laſciviouſneſs, are countenanced and en- 
couraged. The name of God is profaned, by raſh and ordi- 
nary {wearing in converſation ; and by perjury and falie ſwear- 
ing, particularly in trade and commerce. The Lord's day is 
many ways moſt impiouſly profaned. Men ſcem to have for- 
gotten, that they are accountable to God for all their actions, 
and muſt very ſoon appear before his awful tribunal. 

God hath reſerved the unjuſt to be puniſhed, chiefly them 
who walk after the fleſh, in the luſt of uncleanneſi, 2 Pet. ii. 
9. 10. It is too manifeſt, that the wickedneſs of Jeruſalem 
doth take place in theſe lands ; they muſt therefore expect to 
meet with the ſame deſolating judgments ; Jer. v. 7. 8. g. 
How fhall I pardon thee for this ? —— When I had fed them 
to the full, they then committed adultery, and aſſembled 
themſelves by troops in the harlots houſes, They were as fed 
horſes in the morning: every one neighed after his neigh- 
buur's wife. Shall I not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the 
Lord: and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
this ? 

Sin and wickedneſs have come to an amazing height; 
when there is too much ground to fear, that, in many in- 
ſtances, theſe lands are defiled with ſuch abominations as the 
Canaanites are charged with, whom the Lord did caſt out and 
deſtroy for their wickedneſs : Lev. xvili. 24. 25. 26. 28. De- 
file net yourſelves in any of theſe things: for in all theſe 
the nations are defiled which I caſt out before you. And the 
land is defiled: therefore I do viſit the iniquity thereof upon 
it, and the land itſelf vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye ſball 
therefore we my ſtatutes and my Judgments, and ſhall not 

commit 
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5 commit any of theſe abominations : that the land ſpue not 
you out alſo, when ye defile it, as it ſpued out the nations 


that were before you. 


The Chriſtian ſabbath is an ineſtimable bleſſing to the 


7 church of Chriſt, a pledge of God's infinite love; and a 


mean, by the divine bleſſing, in the holy and pious obſerva- 
tion thereof, to ripen the heirs of promiſe for the everlaſting 
ſabbath. But it is awfully profaned in city and country, a- 
; gainſt the expreſs command of God: Exod. xx. 8. 9. Cc. 
” Remember the ſabbath-day, to keep it Holy. Which impiety 
is followed by God's judgments upon a ſinful land: Jer. xvii. 
22. 23. 27,—— Hallow ye the ſabbath-day, as I commanded 
: your fathers, But they obeyed not, neither inclined their 
| ear. But if you will not hearken unto me, to hallow the 
{ ſabbath-day ; — then will I kindle a fire, and it ſhall de- 
vour the palaces of Feruſalem, and it ſhall not be quenched. 
> In the deſolation approaching, we may be aſſured, — that ſab- 
bath - breaking, and other of our abominations, ſhall ſet cities 
on fire, and country-villages ; which ſhall not be quenched, 
but by reducing the whole, or greater part, to aſhes. 
Ihe holy name of God is moſt impiouſly profaned, by raſh 
and cuſtomary ſwearing, and by falſe {wearing : and the Lord 
Will viſit for theſe things; for he will not hold him guiltleſs 
that taketh his name in vain, Becauſe of ſwearing the land | 
© mourneth, Jer. XX11L 10. 
II. It is an evidence of approaching deſolation upon theſe 
lands, — that thoſe ſpecial evils and abominations prevail, 
2 which God in his word doth awfully threaten — as land- de- 
ſtroying ſins : ſuch as idolatry, in the growth of Popery, and 
2 toleration of the maſs in many places; the corrupting of the 
2 worſhip of God, by the groſs ſuperſtition that obtains in the 
2 church of England, and in many places of Scotland ; perju- 
3 ry, and covenant-breaking,— (ſhall they break my covenant, 
and eſcape? ſaith the Lord, Ezek. xvii. 15.); as alſo wicked 
departing from the Lord and his way, (for which the land 
ſhall be deſolate, Jer. ix. 11.12. 13.); and blood-guiltineſs, 
which the earth ſhall not cover. Manaſleh ſhed blood in je- 
ruſalem, which the Lord would not pardon, without making 
lis terrible judgments to paſs through the land: and the cries 
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of the ſouls perſecuted in England and Scotland, for the 
Lord's cauſe, are now aſcending, that the Lord may avenge 
their blood upon the men that dwell upon the earth; who are 7 
approving of all that their fathers have done, in the wicked 
courſe which they themſelves are taking, and in their vilify- 
ing all thoſe ſacred vows to the moſt high God which we are 

all under, the obligation whereof is indiſſoluble, what cannot 

be looſed by all created beings. 

Though much is often paſſed here, and laid over to the laſt _ 
and great judgment; yet upon ſuch ſins the Lord hath put $i 
ſome mark df his diſpleaſure, even in this life, and hath not 
wholly deferred them to another world : as appears in the 
holy ſcriptures of truth, which ſhew, that for ſuch abomi- 
nations the Lord uſeth to contend before the ſun, and in the 
view of the world; ſo that men with aſtoniſhment have in- 
quired, Why is all this come to paſs? To which it has been 
anſwered, Becauſe they did forſake the Lord Cod of their fa- 
thers, and ſerved other gods. 

III. It is an evidence of approaching deſolation upon theſe 
tands,— that the threatenings of the word, as to the day and 
time of viſitation upon an apoſtate land and generation, do 
point out the days we live in as the time of God's righteous 
judgments approaching to us, 1 Theſſ. ii. 16. Rev. xiv. 1 5. 18. 
Like unto the cup of the Amorites, our cup of ſins and abo- 
minations is now near full; and when the cup is full, the . 
Lord will not delay the execution of his awful judgments up. 
on a wicked generation, that hates to be reformed. 

Strange and unuſual wickedneſs doth prevail; but range 
and unuſual ſinning uſeth to be followed with ſome ſtrange * 
ſtroke and judgment. Theſe lands are come to an extraordi- 
nary growth and height of ſin; there is a national and uni- 
verſa] ſpreading thereof, — together with prodigious outbreak- 
ings of it, and the utter rejecting of reproof; which ſhew, 
that our caſe is upon ſonic dreadful turn. Our fin is become 1 
ſo daring, that it hath a loud cry; and muſt juſtify the Lord's 
procedure againſt us, in the conſciences of all thoſe that ſhall 
behold and witneſs the execution of God's judgments el 
a people laden with iniquity ; concerning whom the Lord 
doth in righteouſneſs pronounce this ſentence, — Ah, I will 


eaſe 
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* eaſe me of mine adverſaries, I will avenge me of mine ene- 
mies 
VIV. It is an evidence of approaching deſolation upon theſe 
lands, that the goſpel of the Son , God is contemned. For | 
vubelief the Jews were broken off and rejected; and Infideli- | 
ty never had ſuch a run in theſe lands, in any age, as at the 
| preſent time. Not only is Chriſt not received into the hearts 
of men, with faith's uptakings and diſcerning of the infinite 
glory of his perſon, as Immanuel, God with us, — eſteem and 


4 
By 
* 


adoration of him, as the great God our Savigur, — confidence 

in him, as Jehovah our righteouſneſs, — and dependence upon 
him as our ſanctifying head; but the name of Feſus, whoſe 
” © name is Wonderful, a name above every name, is blaſphe- 
moulſly ſcoffed at; which ſheweth that our judgment linger- 
eth not, and that the ſhadows of our evening are ſtretching | 
ont. It may cauſe the profane ſcoffers of the age to tremble, | 
7 E that becauſe they received not the truth, the goſpel of the | 


grace of God, in the love of it, that they might be ſaved, 
> © God hath ſent them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould believe a 
49 lie; that they all might be damned, who believed not the 
truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, 2 Thell. ii. 10. 


o 11. 12. What a monſtrous deluſion is the creed of the Infi- 
us gels and Atheiſts of this day ! To believe that there is no fu- 
8. ture ſtate, that there is not a God who judgeth in the earth, 
before whoſe tribunal all mankind muſt appear, — is to pre- 


he A tend to believe what is quite impoſſible to be believed. The 


15 light of conſcience within man, and the evidence from the 

works of Cod without man, as alſo the light that beams 
ge forth from divine revelation in a land enlightened by it, do 
82 ſo confound Atheiſts and Infidels, that it is impracticable for 


- them to get the leaſt ſtayed perſuaſion of the incredible arti- 


heir abſurd and irrational diſpoſition to gratify their brutal 
d's Juſts, or to cheriſh their pride, — and to manifeſt their enrat- 
Cr | 


4. 8 


— 
. . 


n 1 y againſt God himſelf, the Author of their being. And no- 
. thing can be ſeen by all their profane and heaven-daring vri- 
Frings, but that they are ſuch a wicked and abandoned fort of 
„men, —as wiſh that God were not; though at the fame time 

B | it 
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it is impoſlible for them not to believe that he is. And aa 
they are enemies to God, fo are they to their fellow- men; 
while they are moſt active to lead as many as they can to the 
ſame condition of eternal perdition with themſelves; endea- 
vouring alſo to break the very bonds and cut the nerves of all 
order in human ſociety: and thus their endeavours iſſue in 
nothing elſe, but to make others as well as themſelves moſt 
miſerable, both in this world, and in the world to come! 

V. Carnal ſecurity is a fign and evidence of approaching 
deſolating judgments upon a land and people. Thus, in the 
old world, they planted, they builded, until the day that 
Noah entered into the ark,—diſregarding all the warnings : 
which had been given them. For when they ſhall ſay, Peace 
and ſafety; then ſudden deſtruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child; and they ſhall not eſcape, 
1 Theſſ. v. 3. 

VI. Carnal confidence is another harbinger of deſolating | 
judgments upon a people: Jer. xvil. 5. 6. Curſed be the man 
that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe _ 
heart departeth from the Lord, Zedekiah, and the men f 
Judah, made Pharaoh's army their confidence,—as we do 
our armies, navies, and alliances, at this day : but theſe will 
do no ſervice in the day of the Lord's controverſy with theſe 
apoſtate lands: Jer. xxxvii. 7. . 10. Thus ſaith the Lord, De- 
ceive not yourſelves, ſaying, The Chaldeans ſhall ſurely de- 
part from us: for they. ſhall not depart——Pharach's army 
which is come forth to help you, ſhall return — into their 
own land. For though ye had ſmitten the whole army of F 
the Chaldeans, and there remained but wounded men among 
them, yet ſhould they riſe up every man in his tent, aud 
burn this city with fire, 1 

VII. When God's worſhip is mixed and corrupted with| * 
mens inventions, it is a ſure ſign and forerunner of a national 
calamity ; as is the caſe in the church of England at this 
day,—their worſhip, in a vaſt many inſtances, ſymbolizing | * 
with the ſuperſtition and idolatry of the church of Rome. 3 
It is faid, Pſal. cvi. 39. 40. 41. that they went a-whoring with 1 
their own inventions; and this ſo inflamed the wrath of God, 


who 1 is jealous of his own honour and glory,— that he ab bor. 
red 


d Ly n x K 


in the houſe which is called by my name, to pollute it, | 
Therefore behold, the days come, ſaith the Lord, — that the 

> carcaſes of this people ſhall be meat for the fowls of the hea- 
ven, and for the beaſts of the earth. 
' ceaſe frem the cities of Fudah, and from the ſtreets of e- 
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red his own inheritance, and gave them into the hand of the 
= heathen; and they that hated them, ruled over them. And 
in vain they do worſhip me, ſaith the Lord, teaching for 


doctrines the commandments of men. Upon this account, 


-- God's profeſſing people became the generation of his wrath : 


And can this land expect to eſcape? No; God's threatened 


' judgments againſt ſuperſtition and idolatry, will certainly be 


accompliſhed, —if we are not enabled by grace to believe in 


> the Son of God, and to return unto the Lord from whom 
we have ſo deeply revolted. The threatening is awful: Jer. 


vii. 29. 30. 32. 33. 34. Take up a lamentation on high 


5 places; fer the Lord hath rejected and forſaken the genera- 
tion of his wrath. For the children of Judah have done evil 


in my ſight, ſaith the Lord: they have ſet their abominations 


Then will [ cauſe to 


ruſalem, the voice of mirth and the voice of gladneſs : 
for the land ſhall be deſolate. 

VIII. The diviſions and mutual animoſities that obtain a- 
mong us, do evidently ſhew judgment to be at the door: 
Hol. ix. 7. The days of viſitation are come, — lſrael ſhall 
know it : the prophet is a fool, the ſpiritual man is mad, 


or the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great hatred. 


IX. The decay of the life and power of godlineſs among 
profeſſors of religion, (Hol. iv. 18. Matth. xxv. 5. 6.), with 
the ſtupidity and ſenſcleſſneſs of God's hand that univerſally 
prevails, do plainly toreſhew ruin and deſolation approaching: 
If. xlii. 24. 25. and chap. xxvi. 11. Lord, when thy hand is 
lifted up, they will not fee: but they ſhall ſee, and be aſha- 
med for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine ene- 
mies ſhall devour them. 

X. The perlecution of God's faithful miniſters and people, 
is another forerunning ſign of our ruin and defolation : 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. They mocked the meſſengers of God, and 
deſpiſed hi, words, and miſuſed his prophets, until the wrath 
of the Lord aroſe againſt his people, till there was no remedy. 
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. purged, thou ſhalt not be purged from thy fillhineſs any more, 
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What bloody perſecution has been in England and Scotland, 


for adhering to our vows and covenant-engagements to the 
moſt high God, and for refuſing to comply with Prelacy and 
Engliſh-Popiſh ceremonies, is known from the hiſtories of 
thoſe times: and there is a cry from the fouls under the al- 
tar, which were ſlain for the word of God, and for the teſti- 
mony which they held, — ſaying, How long, © Lord, holy 
and true, doſt thou not judge and avenge cur blind on them 
that dwell on the earth? Rev. vi. . 10.11. This cry will be 
heard and anſwered, in bringing down the kingdom of Sa- 


tan, — as alſo in an awful reckoning with and retribution to 


perſecutors and oppoſers of the Lord's work and cauſe. The 
circumſtances of thoſe witneſſes for God and the purity of 
his worſhip, were ſimilar unto the cafe of thoſe who lived in 
Iſrael, when corruptions prevailed. There were ſome among 
them that deſired to worſhip God, according to his own pre- 
ſcription, in Jeruſalem ; — but there were informers ſer by the 
prieſts, upon Vizpak and Tabor, places in the way to Zion, to 
intercept them : and this foreboded the judgments of God. 
upon that nation, — which were executed againſt all ranks, as 
the corruption and apoſtaly became national and univerſal. 
And if theſe lands are not brought by ſovereign grace to give 
glory to the Lord, by faith in the Son of God, goſpel-humi- 
liation, and reformation ; they may be aſſured, that an inun- 
dation of God's judgments ſhall overflow theſe lands, as it 
did Ephraim and the land of Iſrael of old: Hoſ. v. 1. 8.9. 
Hear ye this, © prieſts, and hearken, ye houſe of. Iſrael, and 
give ye ear, © hoſe of the king; for judgment is toward: 
you, becauſe ye have been a ſnare on Mizpah, and a net. 
ſpread upon Tabor. Blau ye-— the trumpet in Ramah. 
Ephraim ſhall be deſolate in the day of rebuke: among 
the tribes of Iſrael have I made known THAT WHICH SHALL 
SURELY EE. | 

XI. Incorrigible obſtinacy, refuſing and hating to be re- 
formed by leſſer judgments, is a glaring ſign of deſolating 
judgments being at the very door: Ezek. XXiv. 9. 13. 14. 
Therefore thus ſuith the Lord God, M to the bloody city, 1 
will even make the pile for fire great. In thy filthineſs is 
lewdneſs : becauſe I have purged thee, and thou waſt not 


till 
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%; % 1 have cauſed my furygto reſt upon thee. I the Lord have 
Poren it, it ſhall come to paſs, and I will do it; I will not 


bach, neither will I ſpare, neither will I repent. 
* Theſe covenant breaking lands have done all in their power 
to reſcind thoſe ſacred oaths to the moſt high God; which 
eontaining nothing in them but moral duties, are of perpetual 
Sbligation. They have enafted and ſworn many oaths con- 
dalictory unto them, both in the preſent and former genera- 
on. They trampled upon and ignominiouſly burnt our cove- 
ants, in the principal cities of theſe kingdoms : but God 
nt a devouring fire into both thoſe cities, and did viſit them 
Þy the peſtilence. He made the ſtink of our camps to come 
dp into our noſtrils, by ſending a bloody ſword among us, in 
the years 1715 and 1745: yet we have not returned to the 
Lord, but are become more corrupt and wicked every day: 
Which is a certain indication of approaching deſolations: 
nos iv. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12. Your young men have 1 
Ain with the ſioord, and I have made the ſtink of your 
Camps to come up unto your noſtrils : yet have ye not return- 
& unto me, faith the Lord. Wherefore an awful and a 
nameleſs judgment is denounced : Therefore thus will 1 do 
unto thee, O Iſrael: and becauſe I will do this unta thee, 
Ci. e. bring upon thee a deſolating ſtroke), prepare to meet 
thy God, O Iracl. Religion was never in ſuch low circum- 
ances ſince the reformation, as it is at this day, in theſe 
ds. Both prophet and prieſt are profane; yea, in my 
2 have I found their wickedneſi, ſaith the Lord, Jer. 
lil. 11. The land is full of aduſterers,—a public ſpirit to 
t tor religion and the national intereſt, is gone,— which is 
ceeded by a ſordid, ſelfiſh ſpirit ; Atheiſm, Infidelity, luxu- 
and immoralities of all forts, are arrived at the moſt a- 
ing height, — without being controuled, or oppoſed by 
authority whatſoever; and our cup, like that of the A- 
Writes, being Full. — the Lord ſeems to be about to pals ſen- 
ee againſt us: Ab, I will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, 
a avenge me of mine enemies! If, i. 24. Shall I not viſit 
a !he/e things? ſaith the Lord: and ſhall not my foul be a- 
$:22d on ſuch a nation as this? And I will make Jeruſalem 
ps, and a den of dragons, and I will make the cities of 
aas deſolate, without an inhabitant, Jer. v. 9. & ix. 9. 11. 
f D I S« 
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uu, ſaith the Lord God unto the land of Iſrael, An end, in 
the end is come upon the four corners of the land. — ſiſ 
The ſword is without, and the peſtilence and the famine 
within: he that is in the field, ſhall die with the fword; gn 
and he that is in the city, famine and peſtilence ſhall de. 
vour him, ue 
ISAIAH Xvii. 3. 4. 7. I 
The fortreſs alſo ſhall ceaſe from Ephraim. — And in thai up 
day it ſhall come to paſs, that the glory of Jacob ſhall k. Wi 
made thin, and the fatneſs of his fleſh ſhall wax lean $a 
At that day ſhall a man look to his maker, and his eye; ke 
ſhall have reſpect to the holy One of Iſrael. 1 v. 
a . 


ISAIAH XxXiIl. 2. 
And a man ſhall be as an hiding Place from the wind, and! . 


covert from the tempeſt; as rivers of water in a 2 
place, and as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land tp. 
S the Lord, in his holineſs, doth ſend deſolating jud; . 
ments upon a corrupt and wicked generation that hat 

to be reformed; ſo he warns them before he ſmites then 
Thus, when the flood was to come upon the old world, 8 
gaie them warning of it, Gen. vi. 3. 1 Pet. iii. 19. * 10 

And as there were premonitions of approaching judgment yo 
by revelation to the prophets of old; ſo there {till are ſtanꝭ da 
ing and ordinary rules by which we may be admonithed 0 9 . 
Cd's judgments, before they come vpon us. 1 

And the general rule by which men may diſcern the ina d 
nation of God before it comes, is this: When the ſame proMri 
vocations and evils are found in one nation, which ha 
brought down the wrath of God upon another nation. Ie 
is an evident ſign of God's judgments being at the door. i 

If we ſhall compare the abominati ns of the preſent 9 pre 
and generation, with the ſins and evils of other nations 1 
eorded in ſeripture, which brought the wrath of God up 

thc 
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them to the uttermoſt, it will be found, that, conſidering the 
clear light of che goſpel which we have been privileged with, 
our wickedneſs is great on the earth, and reacheth up to the 
very heavens, — exceeding the abominations of the very Hea- 
then nations. This will appear from the particulars hinted at 
„ in the former diſcourſe, and from ſome others, by divine aſ- 
ſiſtance, yet to be mentioned. | 
re Let us conſider, that God is unchangeably juſt and holy,— 
„ nd will not favour that in one people, which he hath puniſh. 
ed in another: and therefore that which hath been a ſign of 
udgment to one, mult be fo to all. 
SG ad doth premoniſh us of the judgments that are coming 
a upon us, not only to leave the careleſs inexcuſable, but like- 
„ wiſe for exciting us to act faith upon the Son of God, the 
„Saviour of the world, — and to eſſay goſpel-humiliation, with 
- xeformation ; that ſo the wrath of God might be turned a- 
y ay from us, we being returned to our duty and allegiance 
to the Lord. Thus, God's deſign in ſending Jonah to Nine- 
| wch—was to excite them to repentance, and prevent their 


approaching trials, we may, through grace, be prepared for 


2 


ruin. And he gives warning to us, — that, in a proſpect of 


them, and not be amazed at and unprovided for them; imi- 


tating the example of Mea, who by faith, being warned of 
> God of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 2 
„ 4%, Heb. xi. 7. | | 
Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, 
s this living ark of heaven,— where only we can be ſafe 
fiom the deluge of the vindictive wrath of God; where only 
ou can have a ſanctuary and an hiding-place, in theſe evil 
days of ſinful defection and apoſtaſy, and in the awful days 
Wapproaching of deſolation, or of a national calamity. 
And therefore, leaving ſome things afterwards to be add- 
Wed, by divine aſſiſtance, concerning the awful ſigns of theſe 
rFtimes, we ſhall at preſent, as directed of the Lord, endea- 
sour to excite you to fly for refuge to our Lord and Saviour 
I eſus Chriſt, who is the true God and eternal life, — God ma- 
ſifeſted in the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, recei- 
ich ved 


is our Redeemer, ſo he is our Maker and Creator 
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ved up into glory; and who is Immanuel, God with " 135 
1 John v. 20. 1 Tim. iii. 1 6. Matth. i. 23. . 

If ye conſider the ſigns of the times, ye may ſee evil ap. f. 
proaching; and ye need not only to fee it, but to foreſee it, ui 


ſo as through grace to be prepared for it. A prudent man, yes 


a man who is taught of God, foreſeeth the evil, and hideth | 
himſelf but the ſimple paſs on, and are puniſhed, Prov. un 
xXxii. 3. bf ) 
Ye may ſee, and be aſſured of it, that an holy and juſt C. 
God will not continue to bear ſtill with the infinite indignities 1 
which are done to him. No: for, in the text, the Lord re 
hath denounced it, that the fortreſi ſhall depart from Ephra. mv 
im,—a corrupt, ſinful generation, who refuſed to be reclaim. M 
ed and reformed ; and the glory of Jacob ſhall be made thin. C. 
Theſe lands pride themſelves and glory in their numbers, then to 
navies and armies : but this glory will ſoon wither before a y 
blaſt of God's judgments : This glory ſhall be made thin, J. 
when many are cut off, and few left; when the ſlain of the » 
Lord ſhall be many,— and when Chriſt, with his rod of iron, 
ſhall daſh theſe nations in pieces, for refuſing to ſubmit to the a 
ſceptre of his word of grace, — and ſhall fill the places with ye 
the dead bodies, and wound the heads over many countries, fic 
-—and make the flood of his judgments overflow every corner C! 
of theſe lands, which have been defiled by the wickedneſs ju 
and impiety of the generation, Pſal. ii. 9. & cx. 6. . 
And as faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be the moſt ne. * 
ceſſary and ſeaſonable exerciſe in that day of calamity ; ſo i ih BY 
is the beſt preparative for it: At that day ſhall a man look 1 
his maker, and his eyes ſhall have reſpect to the Holy One A 
Iſrael. This duty is pointed out to us by the text, in the n 
form of a promiſe, that we may be both excited and encou- . 
raged to believe on the Son of God. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ec 
who is one God with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, as heWit 
| For in the 
beginning was the Wird, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. All things were made by him; and 


without him was not any thing made that was made.—— * 
Yet the Word was made fiſh, and dwelt among us, (and wt J 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa. 

ther), | 
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e, ), full of grace and truth, John i. 1. 3. 14. And by him 


7 ere all things created that are in heaven, and that are in 
j arth, viſible and inviſihle, whether they be thrones, or do- 
4 Pont, or principalitics, or powers : ail things were crea- 
„ fed by him, and for him, Col. i. 6. 
And as the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, who is the Son of God, by 
„ un eternal, neceſſary, and ineffable generati on . the 
bf m of man in his incarnation, and is God-ian, Immanuel, 
1 0d with us, — having aſſumed our nature into an hypoſtati- 
s, tal union with bis divine perſon; ſo his church and people 
ZÞre all joined to and united with him in a myſtical union, 
moſt real, intimate, and indiſſoluble,—by the Holy Spirit 
„Working faith in them, and uniting them to Chriſt, who is 
„ God their Saviour and Redeemer : which union is exhibited 
r to our view, as by other figures and reſemblances, ſo by the 
a quarriage- union, If. liv. 5. Thy maker is thine huſband, (the 
4 Lord of hoſts is his name), and thy Red emer the holy One 
yo Iſrael, the Cod of the whole earth ſhall! he be called. 
There is grace, then, in this promiſe, for enabling you, in 
e a way of truſting in a promiſing God,— to look off from all 
h your ſelf- righteouſneſs, legal performances, and creature-con- 
„ fidences; and for determining you to faith's confidence in 
r Chriſt alone, — that ye may enjoy his righteouſneſs for your 
5 guſtificati on, and his Holy Spirit for your ſanctification; —as 
be is God your Maker, who giveth ſongs in the night; and 


2 
s# —_—_—_ 


niquit 
Pin . way of looking to him and truſting in him, ye may 
77 de aſſured that he ſhall be for a /anFuary to you in preſent 
e times, in the worſt of times, — and at a dying time, when 
. | our ſouls are departing out of your bodies, to give an ac- 
5 count of yourſelves to God the Judge of all; as appears from 
the other text marked, If. xxxil. 2. 4nd a man (the Cod man, 
5 Immanuel) ſhall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempeſt; as rivers of water in a dry Place, 
and as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land. 

When ſtorms of guilt and wiath beſet us, the conſcience 
being awakened by a convincing work of the Spirit of God, 


7 ; 


l (who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 


he bleſſed deſign is to drive us to Chriſt, that we may be bid 2 
| C under 5 


\/ 
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or of a public calamity, beats upon us; in the way of belie- 


ving upon the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, we 5 i 


ſhall be ſafe, and be protected, - that theſe floods ſhall not 
overwhelm our fouls, nor ſhall we be left to ſink under the 
trial, to our own confuſion and God's diſhonour. 

We now proceed to a twofold exhortation, founded upon 
theſe words thus explained, viz. 


your Saviour and Redeemer, 
refuge unto Chriſt, by the particular application of faith; and 


to take /anduary in him, who is the hiding-place from the D 
wind, before the decree bring forth, before the tempeſt beat 
upon you, and overwhelm you in the depths of eternal miſery * 


And, 


and woe. 


Exhort. 1. We exhort all and every one of you to look to 
yeur Maker, to the holy One of 1ſrael, your Savicur and Re- 
 deemer, a 


Many of you are ignorant of him, and unacquainted with 


him. We ſay to you, as Philip ſaid to Nathanael, Came and 
fee, John i. 46. Come and fee Jeſus, the Son of God, the 


King of Iſrael, the defire of all nations, the plant of re- 
nown. Acquaint now thyſelf with him, and be at peace: 


thereby good ſhall come unto thee, Job xxii. 21. Be at peace, 7 
by your being reconciled to God through the death of his Sen- 
who being the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image | 
of his perſon, and upholding all things by the word of his | 


6 . 


under the covert of his righteouſneſs. And when the oreateſt | . J 
evils befal us, — when the ſtorm and tempeſt of perſonal trials, A 


1. We cxhort all and every + 
one of you to look to your Maker, to the holy One of Iſrael, © 
2. We exhort you to fly for 


power, — when he had by himſelf purged our ſins, ſat down 


on the right hand cf the Majeſty on high, Heb. i. 3. 


Many of you live a wicked and diſſolute life, in unclean- 


neſs, in profaning the Lord's day, in contemning all the or- 
dinances of God's worſhip, and in ſcandalous oaths and im- 
precations; 


mong the ſcoffers in theſe laſt days, walking after your own 
luſts, 2 Pet. ili. 3. ridiculing all the doQtrines and articles re- 


lating | 


in drunkenneſs, riot, and exceſs; preferring | 
your bodies to your ſouls, and time to eternity! Many of 
you, and even ſuch as move in an higher {ſphere than others, | 
and ought to be a good example to their inferiors,—are a- | 
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lating to religion, and your eternal ſalvation; attacking the 
9 oſpel, and condemning the whole,— as ſuper ſtition, enthuſi- 
am, and pricſt-craft ; in the mean time demonſtrating to the 

world, by your licentious lives, that one great ſpring of your 

hatred to the light of the goſpel is this, that you are lovers 

'&f pleaſures more than lovers of God, 2 Tim. ili. 2. 4. 

But be ye not mockers, leſt your bands be made ſtrong : 
f Fools make a mock of ſin : And know, that judgments are 
prepared for corners, and ſtripes for the back of fools, II. 
viii. 22. Prov. xiv. 9. & XIX. 29. 

When Atheiſm, Infidelity, and corruption in morals, are 
g come to ſuch an awful height ; it muſt be amazing and aftlict- 
ing to all ſober- thinking men: it being a time when God is 
infinitely diſhonoured, the ſouls of men are ruined, —and the 
plaineſt indication is given, that the Lord is about to viſit for 
ele things, and to be avenged on ſuch a nation as this. 
But, in the midſt of theſe perplexities, we are to remente 
"per the words which were ſpoken before of the apoſtles of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt; how they told us, that there ſhould be 
| mocſters in the laſt time, who ſhould walk after their un 

ungodly luſts, Jude y 17. 18. And let us tremble, in reflect- 

ing upon the awful prophecy of Enoch, the ſeventh from A- 
dam, ſaying, —Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thouſands 
of his ſaints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince 

Wall that are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds 
| which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
Peeches, which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt hin, 
ude y 14. 15. And how alarming is the warning given by 
he Son of God to you who are rejecters of Chriſt, —-and ſhall 
ontinue in your unbelief, deſpiſing the goſpel of his grace? 
Prov. i. 24-—29. Becauſe I have called, and ye refujed; I 
ave ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye 
ave ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none of my re- 

proof: I alſi will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when 
our fear cometh ; when ycur fear cometh as deſalation, and 
Hour deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind; when diſtreſi and 
anguiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhail they call upon me, but 
vill not anſwer; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall 
C 2 not 
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not find me: for that they hated knowledge, and did not . 
chuſe the fear of the Lord. j 

But our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt yet calleth you, ſin. 
ners of mankind, to /ook unto him, and be ſaved : I. xlv. 22. 1 
Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth; 
for am God, and there is none elſe. Unts you, © men, \ 
call, and my voice is to the ſins of men, Prov. vill. 4. Hou per 
long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity ® and the ſcorn. & 
ers delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge ? Turn 
ye at my reproof : behold, I will pour out my ſpirit unto y 
1 will make known my words unte you, Prov. i. 22. 23. 5 di 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon hin 5. 
while he is near, Let the wicked for ſake his way, and the glo 
unrighteuus man his thoughts: and let him return unto th: he- 
Lord, (through Chriſt, the new and living way), and he ui 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundant 
ly pardon, Iſ. Iv. 6. 7. 5 

If. Ixv. 1. I ſaid, Behold me, behold me, unto a natim 
that was not called by my name. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt yet T1 
calleth you, who are practically giving up with the profeſſion ob 
of his name, to believe on the Son of God. This is the wort bi 
F God, that ye believe on him whom he hath ſent. And de 
we know that the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour 6) ta 
the world. 

Oh then behold the Lamb of Cod, which taketh away thi 
ſin of the world, John i. 29.; and believe in him as God yourg 
Saviour: For this is the record, that God hath given to u 
eternal life; and this life is in his Son, 1 John v. 11. 1 

We are commanded to ſay unto the cities of Judah, BeW 
hold your God, Iſ. xl. 9. A believing, realizing view of the 
glory of Immanuel, would captivate your hearts, and make 
you ſing with the Plalmiſt, — Whom have I in heaven but thee re 
and there is none upon earth that 1 deſire befides thee! PialWt 
bexitt. 25. 90 

1. In the firſt place, then, we exhort you to come, and, 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit of promiſe, behold the Mn 
great God your Saviour, in the glory of his perſon. He is t. 
God manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of an 

gell, 1. 
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1 2 preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
fgeceived up into glory, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
That the glory of the great God our Saviour is great and 
hoe ffable, will appear, — if we conſider the myſtcrious conſti- 
;Svtion of his perſon, as he is God and man in one and the 
* perſon. There are in him, in his one ſingle individual 
w perſon, two diſtinct natures; the one eternal, infinite, im- 
1. * and almighty, the form and eſſence of God; the o- 

cr having ua beginning in time, finite, limited, and confined 
V a certain place; and this is our nature, which he took on 
1 dim when he was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, Phil. ii. 
m 6. 7. John i. 14. Thus he aſſumed our nature, that he might 
glorify God, and fulfil all righteouſneſs, as the new - covenant 
U head, — in that very nature which had ſinned, diſhonoured 
God, and violated his holy law. As God he was impaſſible, 
or could not ſuffer ; and he therefore took our nature,— that 
pe might therein obey, ſuffer, and die, as a public perſon, in 
che room and place of his people; —that we might be recon- 
{Tiled to God through the death of his Son, and that by Eis 
n obedience many might be made righteous ; and that he might 
bring many ſons unto glory, triviophing over ſin and Satan, 
e death, hell, and the grave,—in that very nature which Sa- 
tan bad filed, and fin Lad defaced and ruined. 

And though many blaſphemouſly deny the perſonal union 


1 Pe the divine and human nature in the myſte: ious perſon of 
our Redeemer ; yet there is not a truth of the goſpel that is 
more cxprelsly revealed in the ſcriptures, than this great my- 
ſtery of godlineſs. And however the beams of that glory be 
ſo illuſtrious, that the blind world cannot bear the light and 
beauty thereof; yet wiſdom has been, and always will be 
juſtified of her children. This glory is truly the glory of our 
religion, the glory of the church, and the ſole rock whereon 
[Wit is built; being the only {pring of preſent grace, and future 
glory. 

2. As ſupernatural acquaintance with Chriſt is abſolutely 
WF neceſſary for carrying you ſafely through in a day of calami- 
ty; be exhorted to come and bchold the great God your Sa- 
.F viour, in the glory of his divine nature: If. xlv. 22. Look un- 
e me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am 
God, 


Swear by no greater, he fware by himſelf, Heb. vi. 13. Gen. 


Mic. 
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God, and there is none elſe. If you ſee him not as God, you 12 
{ce him not at all; for he is the true God, and eternal life, 

K 

le 


As to his divine nature, he is a being of infinite perfection; 
all perfections are found in him, ſo that none can ſet bound; 
to terminate his excellency and perfection. He is the God o 
glory, who appeared to Abraham when he was in Meſopota. pgwe 
mia, before he dwelt in Charran. And behold, God is great, Ante 
and we know him not, and his greatneſs is unſcarchable! 

As we are to guard againſt the extremes, both of Trim 
the iin and Sabellianiſm; ſo we are to conceive of the Son off 
God, as one in eſſence, or of the ſame individual fubſtancetheir 


with the Father and the Holy Spirit; and that he is the moſl Rede 


high God, the only living and true God, as well as the Fa-I ex 
ther; and therefore a being of infinite perfection. IX. 5 

Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt is the ſupreme being; H 
for when he made promiſe to Abraham, becauſe he couli 


xxii. 11. 12. 15. He is the origin and fountain of all being, 


and hath being from none; he is ſelt-cxiſtent, and all other 1 


beings are derived from him: Exod. iii. 14. Say unto the 
children of Iſrael, 1 aM hath ſent me unto you. His Sa 
is for himſelf, he is his own end; and all other beings are Wa 
for him, for his glory ; for all things were created by him, bac 
and for him. His being is independent, and all other beings 
depend upon him; for in him they live, and move, and haves x 
their being : and he upholdeth all things by the word of his 
power, Heb. i. 3. He is an infinite being, and therefore he 
is incomprehenſible ; it being impoſlible that an infinite being 
can be comprehended by finite minds. 1 
And how infinitely glorious will the great God our Saviour 
appear — if by faith we contemplate the luſtre and reſplendent 
glory of his attributes and perfections; his immenſity, omni- 
ſcience, eternity, and other divine excellencies! and if we 
likewiſe conſider, that his glory is an original glory, — which 
he doth not, conſidered in his divine nature, derfve from an- 
other, but hath it from and of himſelf; and that he is the WM 
fountain of all that glory and perfection which is ſcattered up M 
and down among the creatures. All that glory which may 
be obſerved upon the face of the creation, upon angels and 
men; 
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n, is but a faint beam from that fountain of glory and 
rfection. And his glory is an eſſential glory; there is no- 

ng in him but what is glorious, for he is the Cod of glory. 

is an unchangeable and everlaſting glory, an incomprehen- 
: and infinite glory : it is a light no man can approach un- 
0; if any creature ſearch boldly into it, he will be over- 
owered and ſwallowed up by it. A faint ray of his glory 
Wed on the face of Moſes, made it ſhine fo illuſtriouſly, 
that the Iſraclites were afraid to come near him. The bright- 
of his glory dazzles the eyes of the very angels, — and 
duld overwhelm their created faculties, did they not cover 
«their faces with their wings, If. vi. 2. Thus the glory of our 
MMdecmer is above the earth and heaven; and in his glory he 
is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe, Plal. cxlviii. 13. Neh. 
ix. 5. 


cy of the great God our Saviour! We cannot comprehend 
be nature of his works, nor ſearch out his creatures that are 
ite and near us, in our view; how much leſs him that is 


;, He lets out but little of himſelf, in the manifeſtations 
Which he makes of himſelf to created beings, becauſe their 
3 capacities can bear little: Job xxvi. g. 14. He holdeth 

„ back the face of his throne, and ſpreadeth his cloud upon it. 
510, theſe are parts of his ways, but how little a portion 
heard of bim! or, as the vulgar renders it, how little a 
&#op! All nations before him are as a drop of the bucker, 
che ſmall duſt of the balance, leſs than nothing and vanity. 
is but a drop of that infinite ocean of perfection and glory 
Wich is in the great God our Saviour, that is let out by ma- 
Weſtation ; the full flood would drown and overwhelm crea- 
W minds. Or, as others render it, how little a whiſper is 
ard of him! When God ſpeaks of his glory and perfection, 
the ears of created beings, he expreſſeth himſelf in a ſmall 
Miſper ; for a clear and full yoice would break all their crea- 
organs at once. Angels, theſe thouſands of years, have 
n ſtudying his glorious excellencies ; but when they have 

all they can to his praiſe, they myſt break off with this 
A abrupt 
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abrupt exclamation, Lo, theſe are parts of his ways ; bu 
how little a portion is heard of him! 43 

3- Behold the great God our Saviour, as he is a Prieſt wil 

on his throne : He ſhall fit and rule upon his throne, and i 
ſhall be a prieſt upon his throne, Zech. vi. 3. I 

He that is our Pricſt is a divine perſon, the Son of God 
who is paſſed into the heavens. And he is a Prieſt in our nz. 
ture; for he was taken from among men, and ordained fu 0 
men in things pertaining to God. He aſſumed our nature 
that the virtue of his prieſthood might be communicated ul f 
to the ſons of men. His prieſthood, in its virtue, looks: 
far back as Adam,—and forward to the laſt believing ſoul 
and onward to all immortality. He is a Prieſt by God's ap B. 
pointment, and his own voluntary undertaking ; a Prieſt o he 
dained to offer facrifice for ſins: and this he did once, he 
he was once offered to bear the ſins of many. As our Prieſ 
he has made reconciliation for the ſins of his people; and i 
entered into heaven itſelf, to appear in the preſence of God 
making interceſſion for us. 4 

How incffable is the glory of our Redeemer ! His throne i: 0 
a throne of glory; à throne of eſſential glory, and of me G 
diatory glory. His throne is a throne of grace, and all grac in 
is diſpenſed from it; for of hi, fulneſs hae all we recetveigg an 
and grace for grace His throne is for ever and ever ; * 
muſt and ſhall ſtand, when every other throne ſhall be ca 
down : And to him that overcometh wil! he grant to ſit wi 
him in his throne, even as he alſo overcame, and is ſet doy 
with his Father in his throne. 

How great is our conſolation from this, that he is, a 
ſhall be a Prieſt upon his throne? When we ſee him as ov 
Prieſt upon the throne, we ſce the human nature exalted : 
bove the nature of angels, in the perſon of the Son of Ci 
And we may expect to obtain mercy at this throne, ſeeing 
was erected for the benefit of ſinners, ſuch as we are; 5 
ving this encouragement in our approaches to it, that the Me 
diator doth fit inthroned upon it in our nature. When we {: 
him as our Pricſt upon the tlirone, we may be perſuaded thi 
he hath finiſhed the work which the Father gave him to dof 
and that God is well pleaſed for the ſake of his righteouſncl 
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4. Be exhorted to come, and by faith behold the great 
Hod our Saviour,—in the glory which he had with the Father 
Wcfore the world began; behold his glory as of the only be- 
Motten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Behold him 
12 indertaking for bankrupt ſinners, as the Surcty of the better 
d Sſtament, ſaying, —Lo, I come, I delight to do thy will, thy 
1 hu is in my heart! Behold him in his perſon, Immanuel, 
God with us; the Word made fleſh, and dwelling among us ! 
chold him in his offices, — a Prophet greater than Moſes, a 
Prieſt greater than Aaron, and a King higher than the kings 
the earth; a Prophet to reveal God to us, a Prieſt to 
ring us to God, and a King to keep us with God! Behold 
Pim in his love; a love ſtronger than death, older than the 
0 heavens, and more laſting than theſe ! Behold him with the 
Zpame written on his veſture and on his thigh, that no man 
Fnoweth but he himſelf! Behold him in the form of God, 
d equal with God, — and yet, for our ſakes, making him- 
If of no reputation, and taking upon him the form of a 
ervant! Behold him in the manger, becauſe there was no 
> iFoom for him in the inn! the Ancient of days, an infant of 
ne gays! ! And behold angels ſinging at his birth, his ſtar appear- 
ac ing in the eaſt, and the wife men falling down before him, 
el worſhipping him ! Bchold him going about doing good, 
vorking miracles of mercy both upon the bodies and ſouls of 
nen, and yet having no where to lay his head! Behold him 
Gethſemane in an agony, and praying more earneſtly, — 
nd ſweating as it were great drops of blood falling down to 
he ground ! Bchold him with the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe,— and Pilate ſaying, Behold the man! Behold 
im bowing his head, and giving up the ghoſt! O what a 
ight, to ſee that bleſſed head falling to the one ſide! to ſee 
ife lying dead! to ſee his glorious head crowned with thorns, 
and his fair countenance ſpit upon! How moving a ſight is 
t to faith, to ſec his viſage more marred than_any man, and 
iis countenance than the ſons of men; his feet that went a- 
dout doing good, nailed to the croſs ; and his eyes that wept 
over Jerutalem, cloſed by death ! to fee him drinking the cup 
of vindictive wrath, due to an elect world, — and ſaying, The 
up that my Father hath given me, ſhall I not drink it? to 
D lee 
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ſee him bearing our priefs, and carrying our ſorrows ; wound. 
ed for our tranſpreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities ! ty 4 
ſee him oppre//ed and afflicted, and not opening his mouth, v 
cut off' out of the land of the living, and ſtricken for th: 
tranſoreſſion of his people, though he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth! to ſee him making hi; 
ſoul an offering for ſin, and pouring out his ſoul unto death; 
and thus manifeſting, that he loved his church and people, "8 
and gave himſelf for them, an offering and a facrifice to Gol 4 
of a ſweet-fmelling favour | 0 
Behold him with a 4% of aſſænt, believing the record tha 
God gave of his Son: 1 John v. tt. 12. This is the records 
that God hath given to us eternal life: and this life is in hit. 
Son. He that hath the Son, hath life. He is the Saviour of: 
the world by office, and ye have a warrant to truſt in him a 
God your Saviour. If ye reject him by unbelief, who is gi 
ven to be the ſalvation of God to the ends of the earth, 
ye thus exclude yourſelves from all ſaving benefit by him, and 
put yourſelves among thoſe who have nat the Son of Gerd) 
and have not life. th1 
Behold him wich an apprepriating and applying lost of Ge 
faith, — ſaying, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
If. xlv. 24.— depending on his word of grace and promiſe, 
for enabling you to ſpeak the language of faith. Surely, ſpall Ih. 
one ſay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength: even 1 


Wo 
( 


to him ſhall men come, and all that are incenſed againſt hin q 
ſhall be aſhamed. You who are mankind-finners are warrant: 
ed and invited to come to Chriſt, who is come to ſeek and 1 
fave that which was loſt, He faith, —Unto you, O men, 
call; and my voice is to the ſons of men: and therefore, 
looking to a promiſing God, effay, in the faith of his pro-] 
miſed grace, to come to Jeſus the Mediator of the new cove: 
nant, and to the blood of ſprinkling, which ſpeaketh better 
things than that of Abel, —by believing on the Son of God, 
as God your Saviour. For the Lord hath faid, Even to hin 
ſhall men come, And all that come are welcome: for before 
the foundation of the world was laid, he rejoiced in the ha- 
bitable parts of the earth, and his delights were with the ſons 
of men! And he has ſaid, All that the Fatber giveth me, 
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1 4 bill . to me; and him that cometh to me, I will in no 
% ie caſt aut, John vi. 37. Even the chief of ſinners are in- 
„ted to come, and are aſſured of welcome; for he is able to 
„e them to the uttermoſt that come unto God by him. And 
has ſaid, If. i. 18. Come now and let us reaſon together, 
is fpith the Lord: though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
white as ſnow; though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall 
e, "be as wool! 

7 Bchold him with a fiducial lock, putting your truſt and 
zgonfidence in him; believing, that, through the grace of the 
Jerd Feſus Chriſt, ye ſhall be ſaved, Acts xv. 11. Under the 
lluence of the Spirit of faith, believe and be verily perſua- 
n ded of the ſufficiency of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to ſave ſinners, 
of and you in particular, from /in and wrath, Chriſt, with his 
ighteouſneſs, is freely offered to you: therefore betake your- 
&1vcs to Chriſt and his righteouſneſs alone, for the ſalvation 
your ſouls, — truſting in him, in whom it is promiſed that 
e Gentiles ſhall truſt. As condemned men, betake yours 
Þlves to Jeſus Chriſt, — as he is the propitiatory mercy-ſeat, 
rough his blood, affording ſafety to the guilty before a holy 

of God. 

. This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
ſe, hath ſent. Faith doth approve of, acquieſce and delight in 
all 7 way of ſalvation by Chriſt. It hath ſuch views of the 
e lory of his perſon, and ſuch a refreſhing taſte of his love 
ich paſſeth knowledge, — that the ſoul doth delight to be 
Mcernally in his debt; and doth like it well to hold all of the 
race of Chriſt, that itſelf be nothing, and Chriſt himſelf be 
l. The ſoul by faith puts its confidence in Chriſt alone, re- 
ouncing all other confidences : For, faith the Apoſtle, we 
gre the circumciſion which worſhip God in the Spirit, and re- 


vice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh, 
Phil. iii. 3. 


Exhort. 2. We exhort all and every one of you to fly fot 
etuge unto Chriſt, by the particular application of faith; and 
o take /anctuary in him, who is the hiding-place from the 
ind, — before the decree bring forth, before the tempeſt 

D 2 beat 
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beat upon you, and overwhelm you in the depths of eternal pilot, 
miſery and woc. Mall 

Our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the bleſſed Immanuel neſß, 
is an Hiding place; a covert from the tempeſt of vindiQtive} wrat! 
wrath,— and from all the forms, whether of a national ca. then 
lamity or perſonal trials and ſufferings, to which his people "ſafer; 
may be expoſed in this lower world. are 


For a man (the God - man, Immanuel) ſhall be as an hiding. 2. 
place from the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt; as ri. nece! 
vers of water in a dry place, as the ſhadow of a great roci and 
in a weary land, 1. XXxXIi. 2. ed u 


Take ſanctuary then in Chriſt, by believing in him, as the ed b 
great Cod our Saviour. Conſider, þ plea 
1. That the tempeſt of vindictive wrath, unto which all} ſins 
of us, as guilty ſinners, are by nature juſtly expoſed, — is moſſ to cl 
terrible and awful. The tempeſt of a national calamity, and] its ir 
of perſonal trials and ſufferings, may blow upon us with greatÞ 
terror and violence : and if we are not found in Chriſt, we 
will be ſhipwrecked in the gulf of eternal perdition. | 
The diſpleaſure of God, his holy indignation, is the fruit bea 
of our ſins and tr elpaſſes, which are grown up unto the hea- Wine 
vens, Jer. il. 19. Rom. vi. 23. A tempeſt doth often ariſe gone 
gradually, and ſome drops of this tempeſt do fall on ſinners T 
hereaway ; but in hell the full floods go over the priſoners}? | rank 
for ever. to C 
Death fe king of terrors, with its deadly ſting, — the | wor 


curſe of a broken law,—the hidings of God's face, with the 1 

dreadful frowns of his holy and angry countenance,— that | her 

flaming attribute of inexorable juſtice, coming out againſt awa 
ſinners, and particularly againſt Chriſt-deſpiſers, — with the ſalv. 
pains of hell for ever; this will be the horrible tempeſt which ; thir 

God ſhall rain upon the wicked, and which will be the por- !“ 2 

tion of their cup, Pal. xi. 6. out 

We have ground to apprehend, that an awful tempeſt of a per! 


national vistation is near at hand; ſuch a tempeſt as ſhall | lan. 

overcloud our heavens, that neither ſun nor ſtars ſhall appear, this 

Ezek. XXXil. 7.8.3 a tempeſt that will try the reality and the e 

ſoundneſs of our faith in Chriſt. And if ye be not imbarked did 

in the goſpel- bottom, of which Chriſt himſelf is the ſkilful Th 
pilot, 
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pilot, all will be ruined. A tempeſt is approaching; which 
Mall lay all deſolate,— turning a fruitful land into barren- 
ineſi, for the ſins of them that dwell therein, When God's 
{wrath begins to burn againſt ſinners, and the tempeſt to blow, 
then how dreadful will the deſolation be! There will be no 
ſafety, but in flying by faith unto Chriſt, who is the living 
ark of heaven. 
2. Conſider, that theſe ſtorms of trials and ſufferings are 
neceſſary : wherefore we have the greater reaſon to look out 
and prepare for them. We are a land not cleanſed, nor rain- 
ed upon in the day of indignation, As a tempeſt is occaſion- 
ed by the vapours which aſcend from the earth; ſo the diſ- 
pleaſure of God, or his holy indignation, is the fruit of our 
ſins and treſpaſſes. A ſtorm is neceſſary to cleanſe the air; 
by cleanſe a land ſuch as we live in,— which is defiled under 
its inhabitants, who have changed the ordinances, and broken 
the everlaſting covenant. 
| Theſe winnowing winds arc neceſſary, to free the church 
from abundance of hypocrites. Many profeſſors are like 
beautiful lowers—in the time of the church's peace; but the 
' wind of trials and ſufferings paſſeth over them, and they are 
one. 
0 Theſe blaſts and winter- ſtorms are uſeful, for making the 
| rank weeds of corruption to rot; and for making faith, love 
to Chriſt, humility, heavenly-mindedneſs, contempt of the 
world, and other graces,— to thrive in the ſoul. 
* They are uſeful, for making the Lord's people one among 
themſelves, by reviving decayed Chriſtian love; as alſo for 
awakening them to a ſerious and ſolemn concern about the 
ſalvation of their ſouls, — and for making them look at thoſe 
things which are not ſeen, and are eternal. 

3- Conſider that ye need to take ſanctuary in Chriſt with- 
out delay; for there are ſigns of an approaching ſtorm of 
perſonal and national calamities. Iniquity doth abound, our 
land is filled with ſin againſt the holy One of Iſrael: and 
this is a certain ſign of deſolating judgments approaching: Go 
ye now unto, my place which was in Shiloh, — and ſee what I 
did to it, for the wickedneſs of my people Iſrael, Jer. vii. 12. 
The general decay of religion, and of the power of godlineſs, 

forebodes 


— — —— — — - 
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forebodes deſtruction at the door. There is no ſpiritual life the! 
and affection in duties; men hear the word as if they heard fake 
not, and pray as if they prayed not. Ev 

It is a manifeſt ſign of approaching deſolation, when Chriſt} and 
in 22 of his grace is rejected, Rom. xi. 20. Matth. ther 


xxii/ 5. 7.; and when God's worſhip is corrupted ; for men of i 
cannot invent a ſurer way to their own ruin, than that df * 
bringing their own inventions into God's worſhip, Pſal. vi. Y 
39. 40. 41. ot 6 

4. Conſider that the great God our r Saviour is the only ſanc- ore 
tuary and hiding: place from all the ſtorms of trouble and ca- ncce 
lamity which do or may blow. Four 

By faith contemplate the glory of Chriſt, in his perſon.— Cod 
as Immanuel, God with us. He is exhibited to you in the virtu 
word of the goſpel,— that ye may fly for refuge unto him, It 
by believing and truſting in him, who is the /alvation of Cod from 
unto the ends of the earth. There is an infinite glory ini; 
Chriſt. A majeſty is ſeen in his perſon, by which he is higher 
than the heavens ; and yet a lowlineſs or condeſcenſion, by hp t 
which he approacheth to the very earth. A light of an abſo- 
lute God — would ſtrike men blind, and dead too. No man? 
can fee God and live. But in Chriſt — the perfections of God Wenc 
ſhine with a brightneſs exactly adapted to the eye of faith: he « 
for in him the glory: of God is ſeen; and all that would hurt the f 
or overwhelm our natures, if ſeen, is vailed ; as all that is 
comfortable, that our natures can bear a ſight of in God, is} 
{een in a molt lively and heavenly manner. 

And he is a ſanctuary for you, a place of refuge, in his 
everlaſting righteouſneſs; which is the only ground of our 
acceſs to God, and of our acceptance with him. His nameheav:; 
is JEHOVAH. OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS: and in the way of be- Be 
lieving, ye are to eſſay, under the influence of the Spirit offkyin 
faith, to call him Jehovah your righteouſneſs. As a publiWew 
perſon, the repreſentative of an elect world, he ſubſtituted r 7 
himſelf in their law room and place; and for them, in theirMand 
ſtead, he fulfilled all righteouſneſs, Matth. iii. 1 5. leath 

How complete is the righteouſneſs of the Son of God! E-tern 
very thing that the law commanded, he obeyed ; and everyſo y- 
thing that the law threatened, he ſuffered. He magnified Lord 

the 
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the law, and made it honourable: and for his righteouſneſs 
ſake God is well pleaſed. 
Ibis righteouſneſs, for your juſtification, is freely offered 
and gifted to you in the goſpel of the grace of God. And 
there is grace in the promiſe, for enabling you to take hold 
of it by faith: If. xlv. 24. Surely, ſhall one ſay, In the Lord 
have 1 righteouſneſs and ſtrength. 
Te are warranted to truſt in this righteouſneſs of the Son 
of God for your ſalvation, as it is exhibited to you in the 
word of grace; a righteouſneſs every way ſufficient for your 
acceptance with God, and for procuring the pardon of all 
Four fins : for it is the righteouſneſs of God, of the Son of 
God; and therefore a divine righteouſneſs, — infinite in its 
virtue, value, and efficacy. | 
It repairs all the wrongs done to God by ſin. It delivers 
From the charge of the law,— which is anſwered by the obe- 
Wience, death, and ſatisfaction of Chriſt. It relieves from 
Winking, deſpairing thoughts, Rom. viii. 33. It ſhuts and ſeals 
Ip the gulf of bottomleſs miſery, as to the believer, —and 
Þuts the ſoul beyond all hazard of miſcarrying for eternity, 
om. viii. 1. It gives acceſs, with the boldneſs and confi- 
dence of faith, to God's throne of grace; yea, it raiſes above 
the condition of angels, and of Adam in paradiſe. It ſecures 
he ſoul's acceptance, without ebbing and flowing according 
o the goodneſs or badneſs of a perſon's frame: and when it 
2s apprehended by faith, that moment it makes the vileſt ſin- 
per (in reſpe& of juſtification) equal to Moſes, to all the 
{prophets and martyrs of Jeſus ; it being the ſame righteouſ- 
{eſs which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is preſenting to the F ather in 
eaven, for his church and people. 
Be exhorted, then, to put in your note in the new ſong, 
{ying, I will praiſe thee more and more: my mouth ſhall 
Pew forth thy righteouſneſs, and thy ſalvation all the day: 
or I know not the numbers thereof, Pſal. Ixxi. 14. 15. Begin 
Wand that with haſte, for thou knoweſt not the day of thy 
eath) to ſhew forth the righteouſneſs and ſalvation of the 
Fternal Son of God, the Saviour of the world, — brought near 
you in the goſpel of his grace; by believing on him as the 
Mord your righteouſneſs, now, in the day of a goſpel-diſpen- 
1 ſation; 


— — — — —ę— — 


his people, in his infinite grace and love. They are not {4 
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ſation; in the day of your life, and in the day of the Hol 
Spirit his ſtriving with you; — that ye may ſhew it forth 
the day of your Chriſtian courſe, and in the day of you 
death: and then ye ſhall have a long, an endleſs day, fo 
ſhewing it forth to eternity, in the regions of light and blikyg 
for neither now nor then will ye know the numbers thereof ich 
Seeing the ſubject is, and will ſtill be infinite, — a celebrating 


the praiſe of an incarnate God, and the incomprehenſib 4 1 
wonders of redeeming love; the notes and numbers of this eſs, 
ſong— muſt be unſearchable and innumerable : ſo that: Win 
created beings, whether angels or men, will be ſtill bendink Thi 
all their faculties and powers, — to know and to celebrate th 

love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. 12 E a 


Again, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a covert and protection 10 


parated from it by trouble, Rom. viii. 35; and they are mad 
to glory in tribulations, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroi 
in their hearts, Rom. v. 3. 5. The thoughts of this love: 
infinite, free, and unchangeable, fill their ſouls with joy an 
peace in believing. ; 
He is a covert and defence to them, in his gracious * * 
wich them, John xiv. 23.; in his watchful care over then 
If. xxvi. 3.; in his power, for their protection, John x. 28. 
in his wiſdom, for their direction, Pfal. Ixxiii. 24.; as alſo i 
his promiſes, — and in his faithfulneſs to fulfil them to then * 
Pſal. Ivii. 3. & xci. 15. If. xli. 10. N 
Be exhorted, then, to turn to the ſtrong hold, ye 108 N 
of hope: to gather yourſelves together, (to Chriſt, the gloÞ 
rious Shiloh), before the decree bring forth, before the da 
paſs as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord con 
upon you, before the day of the Lord's anger come upon y 
Seek ye the Lord, —ſeek righteouſneſs, ſeek meekneſi ; it ma 
be ye ſhall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger, Zeeh. ix. 14 
Zeph. i. f. 2, 32 . 
Conſider that Chriſt is the only hiding- place. For there 
no ſalvation in any other: there is none other name und: ; 
heaven given among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, Act 
iv. 12. He is an hiding-place for men, and not for fallen an 
gels. To you he calleth, © men, and his voice is to the . 
1 
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nien. He took not on him the nature of angels, but the 
| 1a! nature, the ſeed of Abraham. And he faith, — , any 
an thir/?, let him come: Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, 
V the ends of the earth, Chriſt is a ſafe hiding-place ; all 
he attributes of God, and jz/tice itſelf, are in friendſhip 


ol With the inhabitants of this hiding-place, Rom. viii. 1. There 
* yet roam in this hiding- place for you; and the door of ac- 
. geſs is open for you,—to enter into Chriſt as your righteouſ. 


Peſs, ſalvation, reſt, and bleſſedneſs. In a little, the door 
Fill be ſhut, Match. xxv. 10. But thoſe who enter in by 
"Whriſt, the door, the new and living way,— they ſhall go in and 
i dut, and find paſture ; they ſhall feed on the hidden manna, 
eat of the tree of life, drink of the river of his pleaſures, 
and be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of his houſe, even of his 
poly temple ! 
Oh! then turn in über, as ſhelterleſs doves to your win- 
WMiows, under a ſenſe of danger; as the manflayer to the city 
f refuge, — with haſte, and without delay. Every one of 
Mou is invited to come, — believing that through the grace of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt thou ſhalt find acceſs; and that, in the 
Way of truſting in him, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Come then, de- 
pending on him for his heart-drawing grace; ſaying, with the 


| 


church, — Drau me, we will run after thee, Ye are not on- 
* y invited to come, but there is alſo a promiſe of grace for 
enabling you to come and believe on the Son of God. At 
this day, the great trumpet of the goſpel-jubilee is blown ; 

E. it is promiſed, that they re come which were ready to 


ö alem, by believing on the Son of God, and through him be- 
lieving in God. — that raiſed him up from the dead, and gave 


© 13. 1 Pet. i. 20. 21. 
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DISCOURSE in ﬀt< 


EZ E K. Vil. 2. 1 5. rou 

— hus faith the Lord God unto the land of Iſrael, An ad $i 
the end is come upon the four corners of the land. — ont 
The ſword is without, and the peſtilence and the famim gf | 
within : he that is in the field, ſhall die with the fivord\ yen: 
and he that is in the city, famine and peſtilence ſhall de doo 
wvour him, mer 
DE ur. xxix. 24. 25. us: 

Even all nations ſhall ſay, Wherefore hath the Lord done thu. 6 fo 
unto this land? what meaneth the heat of this great an hen 
ger? Then men ſhall ſay, Becauſe they have forſaken that F 
covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, which he mad hon 
with them when he brought them forth out of the land 8" 


Egypt. 


LE v. xxvi. 23. 25. 


And if ye will not be reformed by theſe things. —T will ring; 
a ſword upon you, that ſhall avenge the quarrel of my ce 


 wenant, 110 
"Fi 
XII. E now proceed, by divine aſſiſtance, to conſi F< 


der another ground of the Lord's controverſ 

with theſe lands, which is an evident and alarming ſign d 
approaching national judgments, namely, covenant-violatis * 
All nations ſhall ſay, Wherefore hath the Lord done thilf 
unto this land? Deut. xxix. 24. that the whole land —i 
brimſtone, and ſalt, and burning; that it is not ſown, nol 
beareth, nor any graſs groweth therein; like the overthrh 
of Sodem and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboim, which the Lork , 


o 


—— 


overthrew in his anger and in his wrath, y 23. When ou” 


. + . * . . 3 n 
cities are laid in ruins, our country made a field of blood, 


and our land becomes deſolate ; the queſtion will be moveg 
by ſtrangers, How came fo ſtrong a people to be ov erpowerſ 
ed, fo populous a land to be depopulated ? The reaſon is . 
obvious, that it ſhall be ready in every man's mouth: it was 

becaulF 


ifs 
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{| cauſe they have forſaken the covenant f the Lord God of 
"their fathers, which he made with them. 
In the other text likewiſe, we have, 1. The ſin of theſe 
Ends, covenant⸗- violation, clearly ſet before us, — as a ſpecial 
ground of the Lord's controverſy with us. 2. The awful 
4 judgments which our breach of covenant is drawing down up- 
— on theſe lands; the ſword, with all its frightful concomitants 
of famine and peſtilence, to avenge the quarrel of God's co- 
{{yenant. z. A certain ſign of theſe judgments being at the 
4 door, — in that we have not been reformed by leſſer judg- 
ments, or by all the means which God hath beſtowed upon 
v5: , ye will not be reformed by theſe things, —1 will bring 
1 6 ſword upon you, that ſhall avenge the quar rel of my co- 
11 venant. 

From all which we may obſerve, That our covenant-viola- 
Aon is an eſpecial ground of God's controverſy with theſe 
nds, and that it is an evident ſign of approaching deſola- 
lion; ſeeing we refuſe to return to our allegiance to the 
moſt high God, and hate to be reformed. 

All the preceding inſtances, of dcſpiſing the Lord Jeſus, 
"ea rejecting him by unbelief — who is the deſire of all na- 
ions, with the univerſal corruption of the generation, — are 
a ſtrong proof that we have changed the ordinances, and bro- 

\f Ken the everlaſting covenant ; which will appear, at firſt fight, 

rf. 0 all who ſhall read thoſe aered bonds and vows which thele 
ds have come under “. 

A In diſcourſing this ſubj ect a little, we ſhall endeavour, by 

] 

1 


ivine aſſiſtance, 


0 


1. To offer a few thoughts or remarks concerning national 
Pm 

2. To ſhew that the practice of our anceſtors in entering 
to the /alemn league and covenant, was warranted from the 
'F ord of God; and that therefore theſe vows are binding up- 
vn poſterity, under the New Teſtament, — as well as they laid 
In obligation upon future generations to adiiere to them, un- 
þ ger the Old Teſtament. 
1 f 3. To ſhew that the violation of theſe ſacred vows and en- 


wi 


pra 


* 4 copy of theſe vows, in our covenants, national and ſolemn league, is 
-W\bjoined to theſe diſcontſcs. 
— I E 2 gagements 
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gagements— is a crying ſin, which *s bringing down the aw: Len 
ful judgments of God upon theſe covenant- breaking lands. va 
And then we ſhall conclude this diſcourſe in a word of ap e 


plication. of 


1 


We proceed then, by divine aſſiſtance, 

Fir/r, To offer fume thoughts or remarks concerning na- 5 
tional covenanting. And, his 

1. As to the nature of this ſolemn part of religious worſhip,| \,; 
it is to be remarked or obſerved, — That we are not to put our F 
perſonal covenanting, or our national covenants, in the room by 
of the covenant of grace. Perſonal covenanting and national! * 
covenanting are of the ſame nature and kind; and differ only, ,.., 
as the one is tranſacted by perſons ſingly and ſeparately con- fait 
ſidered, and the other by many perſons jointly in a body. e 

Many not duly attending to it, that the covenant of grace per 
was made with Chriſt as head and repreſentative of his churchp 
and people, a ſelect company of Adam's loſt family ; and that Ina 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the condition of it, which was mi 


_ fulfilled by him as a public perſon ; and that a ſinner is in- + 
0 


ſtated in the covenant, effectually unto ſalvation, by Faith or 
believing on Jeſus Chriſt, — and thus is united to him who is n 
the new-covenant head *; —and apprehending that God, in — * 
his word, declares bimſelf willing to be our God, upon cer. o 
tain terms or conditions,— of repentance, faith, and obedience, 2 
to be performed by us: they therefore do accordingly make Jo 
a covenant with God, taking him for their God upon thoſq un 
terms to be by them performed; promiſing and vowing, thatf of 
if the Lord will be their God, pardon their fins, and fave theiſ ou 
ſouls, —they will for their part be his people, and faithfully} 5. 
ſerve him all the days of their lives, — watching againſt alf 5e, 
known ſin, and performing every known duty. But there ar$;; 
tome miſtakes here, which we are to beware of. Ina 
For this is to confound and mingle the covenant of gracd flif 
and our covenant cf duty together, as if they were the ſame] an 
But the covenant of grace was made from eternity, betweenJgf 
the Father and the Son: as our covenant of duty is to be 
made, when we have been enabled to take hold of God's con 


* $Sce Mr Boſton's treatiſe cn the covenant of grace. Fke 
venan'? 
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Menant of grace — by faith; and never till then are we any 
2 vay prepared for ſuch ſolemn work. To proceed otherwiſe, 
ere to bring in ourſelves as parties tranſacting in the covenant. 
of grace: Whereas Chriſt alone, as the Second Adam, was 
the party- contractor upon man's ſide; as appears from Pſal. 
«xxix. throughout, Gal. iii. 16. Rom. v. 15. &c. If. ii. 10. 11. 
God's holineſs will not permit, his juſtice will not allow, and 
his infinite wiſdom will not admit of a covenant-tranſaction 
with any ſinner at firſt hand. And this would be to bring 
in ourſelves, as to our doings, or what we are helped to do 
by grace, into the conditionary part of the covenant; and 
nus to overthrow the doctrine of free grace, to take Chriſt's 
work out of his hand, to ſubvert the only foundation of the 
faith and hope of periſhing ſinners,— and to diſparage the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt the Second Adam, which is the only pro» 
> per and real condition of the covenant of grace. 
2. It is to be obſerved, in order to our underſtanding the 
ac nature of this tranſaction, — that, by our believing the pro- 
a miſe of God in his word, and by our truſting in the perſon of 
n Chriſt, who is to be believed upon in the goſpel of the grace 
TN of God,—we are united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the cove- 
is nant-head; and thereby we are perſonally entered into the 
in covenant of grace, — ſo as to have a ſaving intereſt in the 
T- eee of Chriſt, the condition of the covenant per- 
% formed by him. Being united to him by faith, his righte- 
* ouſneſs is ours; for he is Fehovah our righteouſneſs : being 
IF united to him, we have a right to eternal life, the promiſe 
al of the covenant made to him, — that is, eternal life becomes 
eu ours upon the account of his everlaſting righteouſneſs, John xv. 
ly: 5. Rom. v. 17. John x. 27. 28.— 1 John v. 11. This is the 
al record, that God hath given to us eternal life : and this life 
iis in his Son. y 12. He that hath the Son, hath life. He 
hath life in the firſt-fruits of it; he hath the beginning of 
Fife in poſſeſſion, by having the Son; he hath the ſure title 
ae and right to eternal life, and he ſhall have the full poſſeſſion 
en of it in due time. 
be 3. We obſerve, that although a conſent to take Chriſt as 
0 our Lord, to be ruled and governed by him, to obſerve and 


keep all his commandments, — be not the condition and terms 
ant of 
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of the covenant of grace, as we have already ſhown ; by 
which doctrine legaliſts have ſubverted the goſpel of chrilt 0 
and turned the covenant of grace into a ne law, or new n. : tl 
of a covenant of works : yet, upon the back of our believing 2 
the promiſe, and truſting on the perſon of Chriſt, by which we] P! 
are perſonally entered into the covenant of grace, there doth . 
neceſſarily and natively follow—an abſolute conſent to take th 
Chriſt for our alone King and Lord, reſigning ourſelves wholly | 
to him in ſoul and body, to be reſcued by him from ſin, þ * 
Satan, death, and the preſent evil world; to ſerve him forÞ 
ever, to be ruled according to the will of his command, | 
and to be diſpoſed of according to the will of his providence : | 
a conſent to renounce every known fin, and in the ſtrength 
of his grace to perform every known duty; a conſent to ſub-- . 
mit to whatever he ſees meet to lay upon us, taking up our 
croſs ind following him as he ſhall call us unto it; — and all] 
this by his grace, or in his ſtrength, without which we can! 
do nothing. 

What is here repreſented—contains the ſubſtance of a co- 
venant of duty, which all of us are bound to in our baptiſmal |: 
vows 3 but which we cannot rightly perform, until firſt in! 
order we take hold of God's covenant of grace and promiſe,— u 
by faith in the Son of God, with whom the covenant of n 
grace is made and doth ſtand faſt. And being united to him, 
we mult depend upon him alone, in the exerciſe of faith; 
deriving ſtrength from him for performing all commanded þ 
duties, and depending upon his righteouſneſs alone for the 
acceptance of our perſons and performances: John xv. 4. 5. fn 
Abide in me, and I in you :—for without me ye can do no- 1 
thing. Thus union with Chriſt, and the communications of |. 
his grace by his Spirit and word, are the ſpring of all goſpel-| 
obedience and true holineſs, If. xlv. 24.—Zech. x. 10. I wil! . 
ſtrengthen them in the Lord, and they ſhall walk up andy. 
down in his name, ſaith the Lord. 

4. We obſerve, that the ſolemn league and covenant was f . 
a lawful and laudable aſſociation of theſe kingdoms, for pro- 


moting true religion; preferring the glory of God, and the 
increaſe of Chriſt's kingdom, to all things in the world,— 

and ſubordinating all things thereto, according to the will off 
God! 


/ 
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God revealed in his word. It was a profeſſed ſubjection of 
theſe three nations to Chriſt, in their ſwearing allegiance ta 
F Zion's King; and was in ſome meaſure the fulfilling of that 
| prophecy, Hoſ. i. 11. Then ſhall the children of Judah and 
the children of Iſrael—appoint themſelves one head: and of 
| that prophecy in Jer. I. 4. 5. 

Now, this oath and vow being lawful and warrantable, 
and containing nothing but what is morally binding upon us 
according to the word of God,—muſt neceſſarily be of per- 
petual obligation upon poſterity; as much as the oath made 
by Joſhua and the princes of the congregation of Iſrael, to 
the Gibeonites, was binding upon their poſterity, 2 Sam. xxi. 
1. 2. 9. That the oath made to the Gibeonites was bind- 
ing. —is evident from the judgment of famine ſent by the 
Lord, in the days of David, (as in the text now cited), for 
the ſin of Saul in ſlaying ſome of the Gibeonites ; although 
this oath had been ſworn to the Gibeonites—ſome hundreds 
of years before the violation of it by that bloody action of 
Saul: and the anger of the Lord was not turned away in that 
Judgment, till ſeven ſons of Saul were hanged up before the 
ſun. We have reaſon to fear, that the Lord will, in as aw- 
\c ful and evident a manner, avenge the quarrel of his broken, 
o covenant in the ifles of the ſea; and that the judgment, as 
in the inſtance now hinted at, will fall heavily, and in a re- 
markable way and manner, upon ſuch as have been moſt 
ha active in this courſe of defection and apoſtaſy from the Lord: 

though ſome of thoſe who have oppoſed the corruptions. and 
innovations of the times, may ſhare in the ſtroke ; ſeeing all 
lf 'are involved, ſome way or other, in the public fins of the 

da 
5 1 But the perpetual obligation of our vows in the ſolemn 
"i eague and covenant upon the three kingdoms, as well as of 
the national covenant of Scotland upon that realm, — will 
asl Further appear from what follows: as we now proceed, by 
1 wine aſſiſtance, 


15 


Secondly, To ſhew that the practice of our anceſtors in 
ofentering into the ſolemn league and covenant, was warrant- 
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ed from the word of God; and that therefore theſe vows 22 
are binding upon poſterity. — 

And this will appear, if we conſider, that, 1 Bo 

i. Nothing is to be found in the ſolemn league and cove | 65 
nant, but an engagement, in the ſtrength of grace, to th | 
performance of duties which are morally binding in them] 
ſelves. For example, — we engage to endeavour the refor 
mation of religion, in doftrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and g 
verument, according to the word of God: and this is a dut 
binding upem vs by the ſecond precept of the moral law 
for in that precept we are all commanded by God, as if: 
taught by the Weitminſter atſembly from the ſcriptures cite i 


of 
pro 
10 


in ovr Larger Catechiſm,—-to receive, oblerve, Keep pur 1 
and entire, all ſuch religious worſhip and ordinances as God 8 
hath inſtituted in his word. | ers 

And to endeavour, n our refpeRive ſtations and callings, the 


to have Popery, Prelacy, ſuperſtition, herely, ſchiſm, anf 
profaneneſs, removed out of theſe lands; to defend th!“ 
King's Majeſty, in the preſervation and defence of the tru#4. 
religion and liberties of the kingdoms ; to ule all prope 
means preſcribed in the word of God, to prevent that th 
King be divided from Eis people, or one of the kingdom 
from another; to endeavour, that peace be maintained be 
tween theſe kingdoms, as allo to aſſiſt and defend one an 4 
other in purſuing the reformation engaged unto; to be hum 

bled before God for our own fins, and the fins of theſe ng te. — 
doms; and to endeavour each one to go before another 11 
in the example of a real reformation, in all the duties which 
we owe to God and man ;—all theſe are duties morally binds, 
ing upon all perſons in theſe lands, at all times,—accordinf 
to the firſt and ſecond table of the moral law. Theſe vou 


are therefore of perpetual obligation upon poſterity, and th 


OV 


thei 


violation of them is exceeding ſinful. : 
That vowing to the Lord is a moral duty, further apf tre, 
pears,—if we conſider, that it is a duty injoined in the thin 
precept of the moral law; and that we are commanded if 3 
vow to the Lord, as well as to pay: Pfal. IXxvi. 11. Voulgy | 
and pay to the Lord your God. It is a moral duty, whici erj 


was both injoined to the people of God, and practiſed bf 
then 
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4 1em. Job made a covenant with his eyes ; and David did 
Fiiwcar to keep God's righteous judgments, Pfal. cxix. 106. 
have fworn, and I will perform, that I will keep thy 
| righteous judgments. 
2. That theſe national vows are warranted from the word 
of God, and are inviolable,— doth further appcar—from the 
IL rophecies and promiſes of this duty, as acceptable worſhip 
10 God under the goſpel; as we may ſee in 1f. xix. 18. 21. 
1 In that day ſhall five cities in the land of Hgypt — fivear to 
Ihe Lord of hoſts : and the Lord ſhall be known to Egypt, 
| und the Eg yptians ſball know the Lord in that day yea, 
ey ſhall vew a vow unto the Lord, and perform it. 
Egypt was enlightened by the goſpel, early after our Lord's 
aſcenſion into heaven, by the miniſtry of ſome of the preach- 
ers of the goſpel. But under the name of Egypt, and in 
the promiſes of the-grace of God made unto it, is more ge- 
erally included the converſion of the Heathen or Gentile 
nations in goſpel-days; in thoſe very places of the world 
where Pagan darkneſs hath prevailed to the greateſt height : 
for, by the goſpel of the grace of God, the people who fat 
In darkneſs did ſee a great light; and to them who were in 
the ſhadow of death, did light ſpring up. 
Here then we may obſerve a duty, and a ſolemn part of 
; Religious worſhip, which is to be performed and given to God 
in Egypt—now by grace brought into a church-ſtate : Five 
4 ities in the land of Egypt ſhall fwear to the Lord of hoſts. 
bey ſhall not only ſwear by him, in a way of appeal unto 
þ im, as is done for putting an end to controverſies between 
4 an and man; but they ſhall ſwear to the Lord of ho/ts ; 
nfl ſhall ſwear allegiance to him: they ſhall enter into a 
Tovenant of duty, founded upon and in conſequence of 
heir taking hold of God's covenant of grace and promiſe. 
And this duty is ſo much warranted in the word, — that 
E the ſupernatural knowledge of God. for vowing, and the 
MW trengthening grace of God to perform theſe engagements, 
1 re wrapt up in the promiſe, y 21. And the Lord ſhall be 
* nown to Egypt, and the Eg yptians ſhall know the Lord in 
, ; at day ;—yea, they ſhall vow a vow unto the Lord, and 
** it. In that day they ſnall vow to the Lord, even 
3 F in 


iþ 


e with his will in both; and the tongue will wear to hin 34 
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in the goſpel-day,—which is frequently pointed out in ſcrip.Þ* 
ture by that day, Zech. xii. 10. & xiii. t. It is called a day F 
in reſpect of light and manifeſtation, as therein we ſee more! 
clearly the glory of the Lord revealed: we ſee more clearly| [ 
the covenant of grace as it ſtands faſt with Chriſt, which is! 
the foundation upon which all our vows and engagement, q 
muſt be built; and we ſee more clearly the furniture that i; 
in Chrift, for making known the way of duty,— with the 
grace and ſtrength that is communicated by him to us, for 
enabling us to perform our vows to the Moſt High. Thug 
we find that ſwearing. to the Lord of hoſts is a duty under 
the New Tcſitament, as well as it was under the Old. . 
In like manner the Lord hath faid, If. xlv. 23. J haves 
ſworn by my/cIf, the word is gone out of my mouth in rio 
teonſneſs, and ſhall not return, that unto me every knee ſhal 
bow, every tongue ſhall fwear, It may be here obſerve . 
again, — that it is not only a ſwearing by the Lord that if 
{poken of in this place, but a ſwearing znto the Lord. M u 
Henry en the place ſaith,—“ That the Lord hath here aſſu2} 
c red us, that he will be univerſally ſubmitted to; that the 5 
&« kingdoms of this world ſhall become his kingdom ; they ſhalt 
« do him homage, unte me every knee ſhall bow ; and the 
ce ſhall bind themſelves by an oath of allegiance to him, unt 
& me every tongue ſhall fear. This is applied to the do 
& minion of our Lord Jeſus, Rom. xiv. 10. 11.;—and | 
% ſeems to be referred to, Pfal. ii. 9. 10. If the heart be- 
% made willing in the day of his power, the knee will bow t 
« him in humble adorations,—in a chearful obedience to hi 
&« commands, ſubmiſſion to his diſpoſals, and complianc 


& will Jay a bond upon the foul, to engage it for ever to him e 
« for he that bears an honeſt mind, doth never ſtartle : 


* wc 

«© ꝗſſurances.“ a. 
3. That theſe national vows are warranted from the worfh 
of God, and are inviolable, will appear,—if we conſide * 


how much the Lord accounts an oath binding, Deut. xxi 

21. When thou ſhalt vow a vow unte the Lord thy God, th: 

ſhalt net lach to pay it: fer the Lord thy God will ſure he 

require it of thee ; and it would be ſin in thee, The Log. 
gin 
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8 gives out laws to Moſes for vows, and will have them de- 
clared, Numb. xxx. 2. Our oaths and vows mult be kept, 
5 or the tranſgreſſors muſt be puniſhed, Ezek. xvii. 19. Jer. xxxiv. 
M. 15. 16. 17. 18. Rom. i. 31. 2 Tim. ili. 3. 

Ihe inviolableneſs of the oath of God, appears from the 
law of nature and nations itfelf. For the law of nature teach- 
eth, that if a man ſwear by God—he mult keep his oath : 
and if it once be allowed that a man may break his oath, 
1 Atheiſm is introduced; ſo that there is not a nation, nay not 
an individual perſon under the fun, ſecure; all ſociety among 
men is diſſolved, the bond of ſecurity is cancelled, and the 
Jaw of nature itſelf is unhinged ! This may convince 
"very man who has the exerciſe of reaſon, - thought, and 
gh eflection, that theſe vows to the moſt high God are invio- 


, * 


ö 
"able. 


4. That theſe national vows are warranted from the word 
of God, and are inviolable, will appear,—if we conlider 
that the ends of this duty are of the ſame moral nature now, 
under the New Teſtament, as they were under the Old,— 
ch hen they renewed their covenant- engagements in the days 
f Nehemiah, joſiah, and others. We are under as great 
und ſtrong obligations to maintain the purity of God's wor- 
lip, to adhere to his truths, and to walk cloſely with God, — 
as they were: and we are as ready to turn aſide from the 
Lord, as they were. Our graces are weak, our corruptions 
hre ſtrong, our temptations are many; and we have as much 
ecd of this mean of God's appointment for awakening 
ur attention to duty, and for ſtrengthening our faith and 


. ependence upon the Lord, as they had. 
er They entered into a covenant with the Lord, in a time 
im 


f much backſliding and corruption, Ezra ix. x.; when they 
pad mingled with the Heathen, and learned of them their 
ay. And that this is ſadly the caſe with us, is ſo far evi- 
lent,—that attentive obſcrvers are in fear leſt theſe lands, if 
ey proceed in their preſent courſe of apoſtaſy, be in dun- 


IB er of caſting off Chriſtianity itſelt. 

#00 Again, they renewed their vows to the Lord—when they 

oy 'ere under great judgments, as in Neh. ix. 37. 38. And 
0! 


"Wc we not under God's judgments in a great meaſure in- 
u_ F 2 flicted? 


——— —— — — ——— — — — — — — — 
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Aifted ? and is there not a cloud of awful threatened juds- ypc 
ments that ſeems to be about to break upon theſe lands, for g/ 
our abominations, — if ſovereign mercy interpoſe not, in ſate 
turning us to the Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted ? yh 
5. That theſe national vows are warranted from the word 
of God, and are inviolable, will appear, —if we r 
that it is a duty not only plainly taught and laid before us 
in the Old Teſtament, but it is a duty practiſed by the church 
in New-teſtament times. For not only is it propheſied by 1 
the inſpired Apoſtle John, Rev. ix. 15. that the kingdoms of gh1 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt ;—and they become the kingdoms of Chriſt, by pro- g(t 
feſſing their faith, obedience, ſubjection, and allegiance yy 
him ; as before they had been the kingdoms of Antichriſt 
when they profeſſed their ſubjection to him, receiving hisfe 
mark in their hands and foreheads ; which prophecy has inÞ 
ſame meaſure had its accompliſhment upon the kingdoms off 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, when they ſurrendered 
themſelves to the Lord, and fwore allegiance to Zion's 
King,—in our covenants national and ſolemn league: but ity 
is likewiſe plainly aſſerted, that the Macedonians gave them 
ſelves to the Lord in a covenant of duty; wherein they de- 
voted themſelves to.the Lord, vowing to keep his command - 
ments, and to obey his voice: 2 Cor. viii. 5. This they did, 
not as we hoped, but firſt gave their own ſelves to the Lord, he 
and unto us by the will of God. And it muſt be our duty, as1 
well as it was the duty of the Macedonians, to give our ownſfin 
ſelues to the Lord. The Apoſtle is ſpeaking in this chapter 
about their giving of their ſubſtance for the ſupport of theſhi, 
cauſe of Chriſt ; but he lets us know, that they kept the duch 
order, —fir/t they gave their own ſelves to the Lord. 
I Agrecably to ſcripture precepts and patterns, of perpetual 
. obligation and uſe, the kingdoms of England, Scotlandſ 


r 
1 


„ and Ireland, did concur in giving themſelves to the Lord jt 
1 in the /olemn league and covenant : in purſuance of which 
2 engagements, pure ſtandards of doctrine, in our Confeſſion 
wu of Faith and Catechiſms, were eſtabliſhed ; and a conſider Ur 
able pitch of reformation, as to the worſhip of God and go: 
vernment of the church, was attained unto,—in our Di. 
[| | rector) 
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-| cor for the public worſhip of God, and Form of Preſby- 


1 fer ial church. government And that theſe ſolemn vows 
ne inviolable, doth further appear from the ſolemnity with 
? which they were made, as is recorded in the hiſtory of thoſe 


d 15 being ſworn and ſubſcribed by all ranks in England 


rand Scotland, in the year 1643; being ratified by an act of 
us the parliament of Scotland, in the year 1644; and taken and 
ch ſubſcribed by King Charles II. at Scoon, January 1. 1651. 
dy It might be ſhown,—that it has been the practice of the 
of gburches in Germany, France, and others, to devote them- 
irres to the Lord in a covenant of duty; ſo that our an- 
o- eſtors were not ſingular, in giving themſelves and their po- 
toſteri ity to the Lord. Nations continue to ſubſiſt in their po- 
ſt, erity, and ſo national vows are binding on poſterity; as in 
1i5the caſe of the oath to the Gibeonites. 

That many ways we have violated theſe ſacred vows to the 
loſt High, is ſo evident from what has been ſaid, beſide 
at may be advanced in the ſequel, that we need not ſtand 
fre to illuſtrate it. And therefore we proceed, by divine 
iſtance, 


de · Thirdly, To ſhew, that the violation of theſe ſacred en- 
nd-· gements, is a crying fin, which is bringing down the aw. 
di judgments of God upon theſe covenant-breaking lands: 
r dd, 
as 1. This is evident, if we reflect, that the Heathens, as 
unnd as they were, could diſcover it in the profeſſing people 
ter God,— and gave it as the reaſon of that ruin and deſolation 
theſhich befel them; demanding of one another, as they paſſed 
ducly the ruins of Jeruſalem, Jer. xxii. 8. Wherefore hath the 
done thus unto this great city? y 9. Then they ſhall 
tualſber, Becauſe they have forſaken the covenant of the Lord 
and tir God. Thus they did ſee, even by the light of nature, 
ordſWt covenant-violation was an hainous fin, — drawing down 
wrath of God from heaven upon covenant breakers. 
E. Thoſe who have been acquainted with God, and have 
n into the nature of fin, have bewailed this fin in the deep- 
agonies of ſpirit, Ezra j ix. Nch. ix. And Daniel, chap. 1x. 
doth 
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doth bewail breach of covenant with much confuſion of fac 
and brokenneſs of heart, y 7. 8. &c. 
3. The Lord hath threatened and avenged this ſin, wii 
the moſt grievous judgments. The ſword is ſent, with aß 
awful train of other dreadful Judgments, to avenge the quarl®” 
rel of covenant-violation : Lev. xxvi. 25.— 33. Iwill bring 4 
ſword upon you, that fhall avenge the quarrel of my covey, 5 
nant.— I will ſend the peſtilence among you, and ye ſhall M. 
delivered into the hand of the enemy, 1 have broken th, 
ſtaff of your bread, If ye will —walk contrary unto meh 
vill chaſtiſe you ſeven times for your ſins, Ye ſha” 
eat the fleſh of your ſons, and the fleſh of your daughter 
fhall ye eat. [ will - caſt your carcaſes upon the carcaſch : 
of your idols, and my ſoul ſhall abhor you, I will mai 
your cities waſte, and bring your ſunctuaries unto deſolatic . | 
I wall bring the land into deſslation. J will ſcatte 
you among the Heathen, and will draw out a ſword aft: 
you. And we may fear that God is ſaying concerning ug 
as once to his prophet Ezekiel, concerning Ifracl, chap. x 
9. 10.—4 ſword, a ſword is ſharpened, and alſo furbiſhet 
It is ſharpened to make a ſore ſlaughter : — ſhould we th: 
make mirth? No; ſuch times of judgment are times 
mourning, and not of carnal joy. 
He adds, — It contemneth the rod of my ſon, as every tre 
In the marginal reading it is, The rod of my ſon, it deſpiſe 
every tree. Compare Plal. ii. 9. Theu ſhalt break them wit; 
a rod of iron. This ſword is that rod of iron, that wrath A4 
the Son of God, for deſpiſing and rejecting the goſpel of t 
grace of God; and for all the abominations of theſe land 
which are the native fruits and conſequences thereof. 
This ſword is put into the hand of the executioner, y 1 
This fword is ſharpened, and it is furbiſbed, to give it it 
the hand of the ſlayer. It is ſharpened,—that it may cut, ar 
wound, and make a ſore ſlaughter ; and it is furbiſhed, tx 
it may glitter, to the terror of thoſe againſt whom it is dra 
And this ſword, y 12. ſhall be upon my people, Whe 
God's profeſſing people are revolted from him, and in reb 
lion againſt him, his ſword will be upon them; and th: 
judgment 
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Jagments ſhall be more awful than thoſe of a people that 
ve never had the benefit of the goſpel. 
And this word, y 12. 14 15. ſhall be upon all the princes 
Iſrael, It is the fword of the great men that are ſlain, 
ic entereth into their privy chambers, I have ſet. the 
hint of the ſword againſt all their gates, that their heart 
may faint, and their ruins be multiplied : ah, it is made 
bright, it is wrapt up for the ſlaughter, 
The ſword is particularly directed againſt the great men; 
for they have altogether broken the yoke, and burſt the bonds, 
ler. v. 5. With them in a ſpecial manner God's controverſy 
> ſtated, who had been the ringleaders in ſin. And their 
1 Gonity or power ſhall not be their ſecurity in the day of viti- 
ation: The point of the ſword is againſt all their gates. 
Vhatever thoſe gates be where ſin entereth, judgment will 
bllow it: for God's wrath and diſpleaſure is inſeparably con- 
Þccted with fin, and follows it as the ſhadow does the body, 
s the night follows the day. Gates, never fo well guarded, 
re no fence againſt the point of the ſword of God's judg- 
zents. The glory of God's holineſs and juſtice may ſeem to 
Þc eclipſed for a time, — during the day of his patience, and 
e delay of his Judgments ; yet they will ſhine out again, 
nd be diſplayed in a moſt illuſtrious manner, — by his righte- 
dus judgments. 

And it is highly ſuitable to the divine perfections, that the 
"Wot High ſhould thus vindicate his own honour and glory. 


wil hen all fleſh have corrupted their ways,— when God's holy 
th <dinances, yea holineſs itſelf, are contemned, — when all 


rts of uncleanneſs and luxury do prevail: and if many, not 
ly of a more inferior rank, but of our great men, live in 
den adultery ; and if the greateſt in the kingdom has been a 
d example to them: muſt not the land be ripened for the 
kle of God's judgments, and the wrath of God break in up- 
dus as a flood; — if ſovereign grace interpoſe not, — by 
Winging us to faith in the Son of God, with repentance and 
formation; as the Lord is threatening us with terrible 
ings in righteouſneſs ? When ingratitude for mercies, in- 
rrizibleneſs under judgments, multitudes of oaths and blaſ- 


Wemics, wicked profanations of the Lord's day,— unbelief, 
* in 
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in rejecting the great God our Saviour, with the offers of hi; 
grace and ſalvation in the word of the goſpel ; Infidelity, A 
theiſm, and irreligion, with groſs ignorance, and a deluge of 
immoralities of all forts : when theſe abominations, and many 
more, together with covenant-violation, are the indictment 
ſhall not the Lord viſit for theſe things, and vindicate the ho 
nour of his name, that men may know, that God ruleth it 
Jacob to the ends of the earth? Wherefore let us all look t 
the Lord — for the Spirit of faith, and of goſpel humiliation 
that we may be enabled to believe in the Son of God, ſo o 
to repent and turn fiom all our tranſgr eſſions, chat our iniquf 
ty 1aay not be our ruin. 


We conclude this diſcourſe, with an exhortation, viz. 

Come, and let us return unto the Lord, Hol. vi. 1. I 
England, Scotland, and Ircland,— come, going and weeping 
let them go. and fee the Lord their God, — ſaying, Com. 
and let us jon ourſelves to the Lord, in a perpetual covenai 
that fhall not b forgetten, Jer. I. 4. 5. 

As it was Ifraels duty, ſo it is ours, to renew our nation 
vows and covenants,— after an awful courſe of apoſtaſy fro 
the Lord. The Lord is threatening to bring a ſword upon uf 
to avenge the quarrel of his covenant, Lev. xxvi. 25. An 
if he whet' his glittering ſuord, and his hand take hold 
judgment: he will render vengeance to his enemies, and wi 
reward them that hate him: He will make his arrows dru 
with blood, and his fword ſhall devaur fleſh, Deut. xxx 
41. 42. 

Theſe lands, according to their power, have buried a c 
venanted work of reformation. His enemies have roared | 
the midſt of his congregations ; they have broken down t 
carved work, they have defiled by caſting down the dwellinj 
place of his name to the ground, Plal. Ixxiv. 4. 6.7. Tl 
blood of his witneſſing ſervants have they ſhed like wat 
round about Jeruſalem, Pſal. Ixxix. 3. Wherefore the Lo 
will avenge the blood of bis ſervants, and will render ve 
geance to his adverſaries, and will be merciful unto his lan 
and to his people, Deut. xxXxil. 43. 


And ſeeing the Lord is coming out againſt us, it is hi 
tim 
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ime for us to conſider of having this quarrel and controverſy 
taken up; and that we ourſelves be reconciled to God, 
Wrhrough the death of his Son: that we return to our allegi- 
nce to Zion's King, — by faith in him, by goſpel-repentance, 
gas alſo by perſonal and national reformation ; elie we and our 
| 1 amilies are all but the children of death and deſtruction. 
This ſword, it is to be feared, will go quite through the land, 
\Þ and, in the purſuit of this quarrel, cut off men of all ranks ; 
ill our land be deſolate, and our cities waſte, in the day of 
the fierce anger of Jehovah. 
As we are called upon to be humbled for the violation of 
_ Four covenant-engagements, ſo it is our duty to return to our 
pllegiance to the Lord, in taking hold of God's covenant of 
promiſe by faith, and, in the faith of God's promiſed grace, 
to devote ourſelves and theſe lands to the Lord in a covenant 
pf duty. YVow, and pay unto the Lord your God ; let all that 
e round about him, bring preſents unto him that ought to be 
Weared, Pſal. Ixxvi. II. 
Vowing to the Lord, then, is a duty which we are called 
nto; that we may renew our baptiſmal vows, and national 
Tngagements. Some things are duty immediately, and ſome 
ediately, There is a duty which, in the order of nature, 
Jes before vowing and ſweari ing to the Lord in a covenant of 
„y; and that is the duty of believing in the Son of God, 
e Lord Jeſus Chriſt: for without faith it is impoſlible to 
Mcaſe God, or to glorify him, — or have ſtrength communica- 
ed from him, in whoſe ſtrength only we can vow and pay to 
ze Lord. And it is the immediate duty of all who have be- 


| 
\ 
0 
n 


* eeed in the Son of God, to ſwear to the Lord of hoſts: 
76g hile it is the duty of all ſuch as have not yet believed, to 
ph lieve immediately, without any further delay ; and belie- 
f 1 Fs, to devote themſclves to the Lord, in a covenant of duty. 


We therefore call you, in the name of the Lord, — imme- 
tely to believe in the name of the Son of God, who is 7e- - 
ah our righteouſneſs : and remember, that we deal with 
ur conſciences, we deal with immortal fouls, — with a view 

our appearance before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
That we may be excited to this ſeaſonable and neceſſary 
G duty, 
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duty, of renewing our engagements to the Lord,—let us 
conſider, that, 7 
1%, The duties which our anceſtors engaged to perform, 4 
were duties morally binding: and theſe engagements were 
ſolemnly ſworn to by all ranks, in England and Scotland; by, 
our nobles and great men; and by the moſt eminent citizens 
of London,— who gave a laudable example to others, by their | 
diſtinguiſhed zeal for true religion, and their ſolid principles} 
of true loyalty. They were ſworn and entered into univerſal. 
ly,—by ſuch as moved in the higheſt ſphere of action, and F 
by the meaneſt of the ſubjects. And the entering into theſc * 
engagements was remarkably countenanced of God, by the [ 
communications of his grace; and by his bleſſing and en, 
abling great numbers, who had come under theſe vows to the, 
Moft High, to an evident reformation of their lives, — and to 
attend the means of his worſhip with holy reverence ; info, 
much that multitudes in the city of London, that great mei 
tropolis, were heard by ſuch as were walking the ſtreets 
cach evening, —to be employcd about the worſhip of God if 
their families. Shall we then continue in the violation 0 
theſe our folemn vows to the Lord ? Shall we eſcape that hs 
ſuch things! or ſhall we break the covenant, and be delivery . 
ed? Faek. xvii. 15. * 
20%, Let us conſider, that theſe national vows are of pery * 
petual obligation, and are binding upon poſterity; as muc 
as the oath ſworn to the Gibeonites, (of which we ſpoke for 
merly), was of binding force upon future generations: ai 
the duties ſworn to being of a moral nature, are bindig 
upon all perſons, at all times. Moſes declared to Ifra: 
that he made the covenant mentioned in Deut. xxix.— n 
only with them who ſtood before the Lord that day, but af 
with them who were not there; that is, with their gener * 
tions to come, y 14. 15. Who were to be viſited with Goc 
judgments to the third and feurth generatian, if they thou 


. * 3 re 
break his covenant, Exod. xx. 5. And that future generatio : 


[ 


ſhould be brought to juſtify God's viſitation of them, . 
taught likewiſe by Moſes, Deut. xxix. 22. 24. 25. The gen 
ratian to come ſhall ſay, —Iherefore hath the Lord di 
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" thus unto this land? — Becauſe they have forſaken the coves 
unt of the Lord Cod of their fathers, 
N Moreover, that theſe vows are binding upon poſterity, and 
upon us in this generation, — is evidently declared by ſome 
pallages of the ſolemn league and covenant. In the preamble 
they ſay,— © We have relolved to enter into a mutual and ſo- 
*« lemn league and cov _— — for the preſer vation of our re- 
N ligion from utter ruin.“ — And religion is a blef/ing, not 
peculiar to that preſent generation, but common alſo to the 
elch riſing and following generations; which no doubt our worthy 
anceſtors had an eye to, as well as the benefit of their own 
times. Again, Article 1. they fay,— « We ſhall endeavour 
hl * to bring the churches of God in the three kingdoms, to 
| the neareſt conjunction and uniformity in religion; that 
ae we, and our poſterity after us, may, as brethren, live in 
faith and love; and the Lord may delight to dwell in the 
4 midſt of us.” Article 2. © We ſhall endeavour,” &c. 
chat the Lord may be one, and his name one, in the three 
\ of kingdoms.” And in Article 5. they ſay, “ We ſhall en- 
| & deavour, that theſe kingdoms may remain conjoined in a 
firm peace and union to all poſterity.” Theſe words ſo 
plainly declare, that our anceſtors intended to include the 
{preſent and future generations in this vow to the moſt high 
1 od, that they need no explication : and by this union or 
4 Aud Mon, they had in view, not only the outward peace 
f theſe Kingdoms; but alſo the neareſt conjunction and uni- 
rmity in religion, — confeſſion of faith, form of church-go- 
Jernment, directory for worſhip and catechiling ;—as they 
1emlclves plainly declare, in the expreſs words of the oath 
5 Norn by them. 
7 * Therefore we may conclude,— that as ſure as the ſun and 
25 oon are in the firmament, God will avenge the quarrel of 
„ covenant upon theſe lands, and pour out the vials of his 
b rath upon them; if they do not return to the Lord in the 
m. A* of faith, with repentance and ene, both per- 
nal and national. 
879 34ly, Let us conſider, how exceedingly God has been diſ- 
4 noured among us, by all forts of covenant- violation; and 
i it has been the practice of the church in all ages, to re- 
F G 2 new 
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new their covenant- engagements, after a courſe of backflidingfy 
and apoſtaly. It has been the practice of the Antichriſtianſ . 
ſtate, to propagate and ſpread itſelf by oaths and covenants 
in all their fraternities and ſocieties. And ought not wef 
then, to uſe that mean — for bringing down Babylon, whichſgr 
they have perverted and abuſed for building it up; eſpeciallyſyj. 
ſeeing it is a commanded duty, to renew our covenants with e 
the Lord our God? We know not but the Lord may, in tha o 
uſe of endeavours this way, ſeal his ſervants and people ii gr 
their fore heads, (Rev. vii. 3.), and thus prepare them for q 
ſtorm of threatencd judgments. ic 
Prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael; for there are evidenſ ed 
ſigns, that God is purpoſing to avenge the quarrel of his bu ge 
ried and burnt covenants—upon theſe perfidious covenant p 
breaking lands; becauſe of their ſhedding the blood of thq 
ſaints of the Moſt High; becauſe of their rejecting ploriouſ} 
Chriſt, and the offers of his grace ; becauſe of their infideliy | 
ty, irreligion, profaneneſs, lewdneſs, wickedneſs, and immo] 


ralities of all forts; and for the contrary oaths and donde b 


which have been taken in former and preſent times, ſubvery; 


ſive of the oath of God. 


We conclude,—exhorting all to take hold of God's cove 
nant of promiſe, by believing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thi | 
Saviour of the world, who is the Sur ety of the covenantþ 
Alſo the ſons of the ſtranger, that join themſelves to . 
Lord, to ſerve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to 
his ſervants ; every one that keepeth the ſabbath from poll 1 
ting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; their burnt-offers 
ings and their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted upon mine altar 

If. Ivi. 6. 7. 8 

Believe, under the influence of the divine Spirit, that y 
are born rebels againſt God; that your fins are all marke! 
before him, original and . that ye are /o/} and undo | 
ſinners, utterly unable to help yourſelves, Gal. iii. 10. Rom 
v. 6. Believe that Chriſt is a ſufficient Saviour, able 1M 
ſave you from your /in, and from the wrath f God, He! 
vii. 25. Believe that 7eſus Chriſt, with his righteouſn: 


1 | 
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a0 Ind all his ſalvation, is by himſelf offered to you, Prov. viii, 
an . II. Iv. 1. Rev. xxil. 17. Believe that ye have a right to 
Chriſt, a warrant to put in your claim to him as your Saviour 
"Fn particular, upon God's gift of him to you in the word of 
ch grace and promiſe, and upon his own offer, 1 John v. 1 t. & 
llyFyi. 32. 33. Believe and truſt on him wholly as your Savi- 
uh e, and in his righteouſneſs as made over to you; and that 
the for the whole of his /alvation to you in particular, upon the 
in ground of God's faithfulneſs in his word of grace and pro- 
r miſe, Rom. xv. 12. Acts xv. 11. 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. And be- 
eving in him ye ſhall be ſaved, your perſons ſhall be accept- 
em ed in the Beloved; your burnt-offerings and ſacrifices ſhall 
bu{4- accepted upin God's altar, — that is, through Chri/t, the 
nt poipel-altar, which ſanctifieth the gift. 
* 
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| E Z E k. vii. 2. 15. 
Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the land of Iſrael, An end, 
the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 
oven 


The fivord is without, and the peſtilence and the famine 
th& within : he that is in the field, ſhall die with the ſwords 
rant and he that is in the city, famine and peſtilence ſhall des 
\ thi vour him. | 


to M1CAH vi. 16. 

oller the Rlatutes of Omri are kept, and all the works of the 

Fe ö houſe of Ahab, and ye walk in their counſels, that I ſhould 

lia make thee a deſolation, and the inhabitants thereof an 
| hiffing : therefore ye ſhall bear the reproach of my people. 

it \ | 

wk. Nother ground of the Lord's controverſy with 

ado theſe lands, which is an evident and alarming 

Ronen of approaching national judgments,—is corruption of 

le ligion and the worſhip of God. | 

He No public countenance given to ſuch corruptions, no ex- 

ſn ple of the great, no concurrence of multitudes, no pre- 

u aded prudential conſiderations,—can juſtify them before 


God; 
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God; for this is our indictment, as well as it was of ths h. 
Jews of old, —- Ye /tatutes of Omri are kept, and all th; 4 
works of the houſe of Ahab.——Theſe reigns of Omri and 5 
Ahab were ſome ages before the time wherein this prophe T 
lived ; yet the corruption in religion which they ſupported C 
remained to that day; thoſe ſtatutes were {till kept, and th" 

ſucceeding generations walked in the ſame counſels, But A 
was never the leſs evil in itſelf, provoking to God, and danfj; . 
gerous to ſinners, — for its having been long continued: it (Þ 


, geo Ming : Mir 
much the more did haſten their ruin and deſolation: Ye uva 


rd 

in their counſels, that I ſhould make thee a deſolation, ank, A 
the inhabitants an hiſſing. 3 
Such is the corruption in doctrine at this day, that i. 


might employ a man, during his whole life, to trace out andi, 
refute all the various errors, hereſies, and blaſphemies of th 3 
preſent age. The religion of the preſent generation is, prof 1 

1k 


perly ſpeaking, uo religion at all. Atheiſm, Deiſm, irrelif} 
gion, and infidelity, with a flood of lewdneſs and abominag.. 
tions of all forts, —have overſpread theſe lands: and all thin 
is owing, in a great meaſure, to the corruption in govern * 
ment, diſcipline, and worſhip. E. 
It can never be imagined, that the Moſt High will ble A 
modes of worſhip introduced by human inventions, for be 11 
getting and maintaining ſpiritual and reverential impreſſſion 
of the infinite object of worſhip upon the ſpirits of men ü 
for in vain, faith the Lord, do they worſhip me, teachin . 
for doctrines the commandments of men. And when me 
have loſt all due impreſſions of the infinite majeſty of God 5 
they lie open to all errors and deluſions, and are in dangq 
to be carried away by a variety of diſſolute practices. * 
When the government and diſcipline of Chriſt's inſtitutio 
is perverted and overthrown,—the proper means of God'F.. 
appointment for maintaining truth in its purity and holinel i, 
in converſation, are quite removed; whereby a door is oper. 
ed for error in principle, and immorality in practice, yd 
all licentiouſneſs whatſoever. And, x 
1. That church-government ought to be reformed, acco g 
ding to our national vows, is manifeſt; ſeeing Epiſcopal gc 90 
vernment was not inſtituted by Chriſt: for our Lord Jel * 
Chril 
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kur iſt, the only King and Head of the church, has com- 
ue the keys of government to office-bearers to act in pa- 

ity together. No order of church-officers above paſtors or 

J bpel-miniſters, is acknowledged in the word of God; and 
Ito them is committed the power of ordination and govern- 
ment, as well as of diſpenſing the word and ſacraments. 

A biſhop and a preſbyter ſignify the ſame perſon in the 

New Teſtament ; and no where in the word is the leaſt no- 
ice taken of any ſuch ſacred office as had the power of ad- 
piniſtering ſacraments, but not of ruling the church and 
15 prdaining miniſters: and the apoſtle Paul doth expreſsly 
"aſcribe the ordination of Timothy to the preſbytery. Where- 
Ke it is a corruption which ought to be reformed, that an 
Jeccleſiaſtical office ſuperior to preſbyters is pretended and al- 
pwed, aſſuming to themſelves the ſole power of juriſdiction 
And ordination, 
It is quite repugnant to the holy ſcriptures, and altogether 
Þnknown to the primitive church, that one biſhop, without 
h is preſbytery, doth, by a ly chancellor's court, govern 
the preſbyters and churches of a dioceſe; and that in a 
""Yecular manner, by abundance of ſecular officers, unknown 
the ſcripture and to all antiquity. Our Lord Jeſus 
zhriſt tells us, that his kingdom is not of this world, John 
(viii. 36.3 and how then can his officers be of it? 

Neither is it agreeable to the word of God, that biſhops 
ume to themſelves titles of honour ; and as Peers fit in 
e houſe of Lords, to manage the great affairs of ſtate : for 
r Lord has warned all the office-bearers in the church, to 
Þcware of thoſe things, Matth. xx. 25. &c. Luke xxii. 25. 
Pe. 2 Tim. ii. 3. 44 Herein alſo are they unlike the paſtors 
pf the primitive church; who, according to the rule of the 
Word, were very remote from intangling themſelves with the 
Ws airs of this life, - and aſſumed no ſuch titles of honour, but, 

their faithfulneſs and diligence in their miniſtrations, 
pen 
Paintained their reputation and authority without them. 
| is certain, that the primitive church had no ſuch biſhops— 
were ranked with the nobles of their country : yea there 
ere canons in the primitive church, whereby biſhops were 
10 charged from engaging in public adminiſtrations of ſecular 
ii affairs, 


10 
15 


ro 


le 


536 ᷣ ENGLAND's ALARM Diſc. IVI 


affairs, upon the pain of depoſition and excommunication{M0! 
With reſpect to deans and chapters, we ſhall only notice to 
Mr Calvin's judgment concerning them, ( [n/tit. JI. 4. ), he be 
fays,—that “ ſince all ſuch kind of offices, whatever titleſ ſte 
te they. are honoured with, are newly invented having na it 
« foundation in any Keine appointment, or in the ancient! 
& practice of the church; they ought to have no place in f 
ce the deſcription of that ſpiritual government which the 0 Þ 
church has received, as being made ſacred by the word 
« of the Lord himſelt.“ vo 
The pretended divine right of Prelacy has long ſince bee | of 
given up with, by the moſt learned among the EpiſcopalianÞ te 
themſelves ; as might be ſhown by producing a great mans 
writers, if it were fit to make ſuch a digreſſion from the 
preſent ſcope and deſign. F 0 
And Mr Calderwood, with a great many other i 80 
have long ago proved, by unanſwerable arguments from th: | 4 
holy ſcriptures, and from antiquiry likewiſe, that Preſty P 
terial government is the Hue and only form of government 
inſtituted by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his church. However G 
we are not now to enter upon that ſubject directly, but bj 
the way, as we have done above. E 
We add, that as it is a ſolid anſwer which Proteſtant dif " 
vines give to the Papiſts, when calling for negative proof t/ 
from the ſcriptures againſt their idolatrous and unwritten tra, / 
ditions, viz. That © there is no need of any negative proc 
« to diſprove them, becauſe they are not contained in ou 


"or 


v 


& ONLY RULE of faith the word of God;” fo it may bi 
advanced, among other arguments, — That ſince church-gc : 


vernment by archbiſhops, biſhops, their chancellors and comf N 

miſſaries, deans, deans and chapters, archdeacons, c. has ng 
foundation in the holy ſcriptures, a reformation in church 5 
government ought to take place, according to the word d 
God and our national vows and engagements. 13 

And conſidering, that as there are about ten thouſand 2 
riſhes in England, fo there are a great many of their teacher . 
who have neither a capacity for inſtructing the people, no 4 
a ſufficient maintenance; fo that immortal ſouls are periſh | 


ing for lack of the knowledge of Chriſt, and of the principle * 
b 


i 
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of our holy religion. The vaſt benefices conferred on a few, 
eto ſupport an imaginary, uſeleſs, and hurtful dignity, - might 
h be to good purpoſe employed for ſupporting a goſpel-mini- 
k ſter, one or more, in each pariſh, according as its extent made 
it needful ; who might give theinſelves wholly to the mini- 
l bey of the word, and the inſpection of their flocks. 
2. A teformation is likewile neceſſary as to modes of wor- 
hg Nip. 
lt is a Proteſtant principle, founded upon the ſcriptures, 
Pour ONLY RULE, in oppoſition to all the ſuperſtitious rites 
en of Antichriſt, —That the will of God, "diſcovered in the holy 
in ; (criptures, is the only rule of religious worſhip ; fo that it 
n is not lawful for men to deviſe any new ways of worthipping 
td him, or to reccive and practiſe any ſuch when deviſed by 
J other men. ——And it is an awful warning which the Lord 
ez gives of his righteous judgment againſt will-worſhip, or forms 
+ and rites of human invention in his worſhip, —ſuch as took 
1 "1 place among the ten tribes at Bethel: Amos iii. 13. 14. 15. 
| Hear ye, and teſtify in the houſe of Jacob, ſaith the Lord 
| God, the Cod of hoſts, That in the day that IT ſhall viſit the 
Bl wranſorefſe ons of Iſrael upon him, I will alſo viſit the altars 
, Bethel, and the horns of the altar ſhall be cut off, and 
» | fall to the ground. And I will ſmite the winter-houſe with 
the ſummer-houſe, and the houſes of ivory ſhall periſh, and 
the great houſes ſhall have an end, ſaith the Lord. 
„% The rites and ceremonies of the church, which are de- 
dul viſed by men, and impoſed upon the canſrlenres of a great 
many who have not freedom to receive or practiſe them, — 
are ſo numerous, that we ſhall only give a paſſing hint at a 
ve | few of them. | 
nh Mneeling at the ſacrament cannot be cleared of ſuperſti- 
eh tion, and of ſymbolizing with the Papiſts. It is certain that 
| the ſacrament of the ſupper, in its firſt inſtitution by our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, was received by the diſciples 
pe in a table- poſture; not in a poſture of worſhip and adora- 
tion. We find that Cod himſelf approves this poſture of 


Jtting in euchariſtical feaſts, 1 Sam. xvi. 5. 11. Ezek. xliv. Jo 
ia \V herefore a table-poſture is proper enough for a feaſt of 
1 chanklgiving. Nor is that cuſtom to be lightly altered, —- 
0 II | which 
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ſubſtantiation: for Pope Honorius, in the year 1214, intro- 


Rome? Under the Old Teſtament, holy garments were pre- 


they muſt have their riſe from mens inventions; which 


which Chriſt has tranſlated from the Jewiſh into the goſpel 
worihip, and has confirmed by his own example. The Pa. 
piſts, who abſurdly imagine that the bread and the wine in xi 
the ſacrament are changed into the very body and blood off L 
Chriſt, do, agreeably enough to their own principles, kneel[F 
at the receiving of it: but for Proteſtants to imitate them, tr. 
is, in ſome reſpect, a receding from the teſtimony which ÞM 
they are obliged to give againſt the horrid idolatry of theP 
maſs. The poſture of kneeling ſeems to have been intro- 
duced into the church, for maintaining and ſupporting tran-· Nur 


duced kneeling at the ſacrament ; and his predeceſſor, Inno- INco 
cent III. ordained tranſubſtantiation.— From all which it 
is evident, that this new mode of worſhip ought to be ſerÞ 
aſide; and not impoſed upon mens conſciences, nor practi- N 
ſed by Proteſtants ; who thereby only harden Papiſts in their 
idolatry, and ſome way recede from their own principle, — 
That the word of God is their ONLY RULE as to the wor- [1 
ſhip of God, as well as to the articles of their faith. 

The ſierplice, and other eccleſiaſtical habits, have been de- 
filed with the moſt abominable ſuperftition by the Papiſts : 
what reaſon then can there be, why a reformed church 
ſhould affect a likeneſs therein—to the idolatrous church of 


ſcribed by God's command ; but under the New, we ac- 
knowledge no diſtinction between ſacred and profane gar- 
ments: and ſeeing theſe garments have no divine inſtitution, e 


thereſore, according to our Lord's expreſs direction, are not Þ 
to be uſed in the worſhip of God, In vain ds they worſhip 
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men, The 
ancients uſed not the ſurplice, though the Pagans did; from 
whom the Papiſts had it, and we from them. It ſeems to] 
have been brought into the church after the riſe of Anti- F 
chriſt, by Pope Adrian, in the year 796. And ſince we . 
eſteem Papiſts idolaters, why ſhould we be fond of their ſu- 
perſtitious garb ? Faith, and not fancy, ought to be em- 
ployed in divine worſhip : John iv. 24. God is a ſpirit ; and 
they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth, 
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tz. Faith ſees the inviſible God in his own word ; and it 
\ cannot be aſſiſted, but is oppoſed and thwarted in its exer— 
ciſe, by mens inventions and unwarrantable additions to 
fF{Chriſt's ordinances and holy inſtitutions. And ſeeing the 
gꝑreat God our Saviour has left his religion free from all thoſe 
, xrifles, therefore by no right whatſoever can they be com- 
+ manded by men, Matth. xv. 9. Col. ii. 21. 22. 23. 
ich 
o- As to the /iturgy, it may be obſerved,—that though chil- 
n. uren, or thoſe who are like children in knowledge, may uſe 
form of prayer compoſed by others, till they are able to 
a þ ompoſe their prayers themſelves ; yet forms of prayer are 
pot to be compoſed for all, nor impoſed upon any. 
It is certain that no form of prayer can be deviſed by men, 
i- Fhich will fit all the various and ſudden caſes that may hap- 
ir en. For example, the Lord may ſend ſome ſudden and 
Freadful judgment, that would ſtrike the whole nation with 
r- Error: and if it ſhould happen to make its firſt appearance 
pon the Saturday,—is it not neceſſary duty that both mini- 
je- ers and people ſhould, with a dependence upon the grace 
s : Mat is in Chriſt, eſſay to humble themſelves before God on 
ch he Lord's day, the day immediately following; and that 
of Heir petitions, as well as their confeſſions, be adapted to 
re- Hreſent circumſtances? Or can it be thought more ſuitable 
ac- | our holy profeſſion, that all be delayed till ſuch time as 
ar- Ne biſhops can meet—to compoſe a prayer ſuitable to the 
on, ccafion ? This by no means would have paſſed for ſound 
ich Eivinity with the Heathen mariners, in Jonah's caſe : for 
1ot Mey cried every man to his god, in ſuch words, we may be 
hip ured, as the terror of the preſent providence did ſuggeſt ;— 
"he Ind the ſhipmaſter ſaid to Jonah, Ariſe, call upon thy God, 
om nah i. 5. 6. 
to The Apoſtle bears witneſs, that the Holy Spirit aſſiſts Chri- 


ati. Mans in prayer, Rom. viii. 26. He does ſo, by ſuggeſting fit 
we Natter for prayer; by diſcovering to them their ſins, (John 
ſa. Ni. 5. 8.), their wants, their ſpiritual plagues and ſoul-dif. 


mpers,—with the relief and ſupplies which are treaſured up 
rr them in Chriſt, and in the promiſes of God's grace, 
ohn xiv. 16. 17. 26.) ; as alſo by exciting their faith in the 

H 2 promiſes 
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not as a ſet form, but as a pattern of prayer: After thi 
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promiſes of God, and raiſing their deſires after the bleſſing 
promiſed. 

We are commanded of God, to pray in the Holy Ghoſt 
Jude / 20. And our Saviour himſelf has aſſured us, tha? 
our heavenly Father ſhall give the Holy Spirit to them tha“ 
aſk him, Luke xi. 13. Why then ſhould we doubt of God, 
giving us that aſſiſtance of his Spirit which he has promiſedþz1 
when in faith we pray to him for it ? 

Thoſe who have made a diligent and narrow ſearch int$g! 
antiquity, have not been able to produce any thing that carÞ#' 
ries in it ſo much as a plauſible appearance of evidence off 
proof,—that in the three firſt ages of the church forms q 
prayer were injoined, or ſo much as uſed. Nothing can b$ 
alledged from thence concerning liturgies,—concerning writ 
ten prayers, cr the reading of prayers in the church; nay 
we have many conſiderable teſtimonies of the ancients to tht 
contrary. 1 

As to the Lord's prayer, our Saviour delivers it (Matth. viÞ 


manner pray ye ; not in theſe expreſs words, but to this purſya 
poſe. And this 1s an explanation of what he elſewhere fait 
(Luke x1.), When ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c.; that is, 
after this manner, or to this purpoſe. Our Lord ſent o 
th2 diſciples to preach, with this word of command, (Matt 
X. 7. ), Preach, ſaying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand" 
but no thinking man can imagine, that they were tied fc 
thoſe very words, and were to ſay nothing elſe. No; yo 
this was given for a text or theme to preach by, fo the oth} 
was given for a pattern to pray by. We do not find tht! 
any of Chriſt's diſciples or apoſtles did uſe theſe very worYat 
in prayer: nay we find, that, in their prayers, which wt 
read of in ſcripture, they uſed other words; which ſheyſſa 
that they were not tied to the Lord's prayer as a form, bÞ 
were to be inſtructed and directed by it as a pattern of pray 
And this is confirmed by what the apoſtle Paul ſignifigitl 
(Rom. viii.), that he knew not what to pray for, but as t 
Spirit gave him aſliſtance : which ſhews that he was not tic: 
to this as a ſet form ; elſe he had known what to pray for, a 
what words to ule in prayer. 


T 
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95 ; This prayer tranſcends all human compoſures ; being, as 
to the compoſure of it, the Lord's prayer. It contains a 
ſummary of all our wants, it lays the ground of faith for recei- 
ha ving all gracious ſupplics, it is a directory for all our prayers; 
val and the words it is conceived in may be uſed in prayer, as 
ch occaſion offers, as well as any other words of ſacred writ : 
ſedd but to repeat it at the concluſion of our prayers, as if thoſe 
lex preſs words put a ſanctity and value upon our prayers, can- 
nt not be excuſed from ſuperſtition. No: it is not the found of 
ca words; but it is the name of Chriſt, his righteouſneſs, his 
merit and mediation, —which is the perfuming incenſe that 
3 0 ; comes up to heaven with the prayers of all ſaints. 
b And how ſhall we excuſe ourſelves from ſymbolizing with 
rü the Romiſh worſhip, by impoſing it for a ſet form, as they 
gay do, without any warrant from the word of God for ſo doing; 
ti by an often repetition of the ſame form; ſo that in cathedral 
Hervices it is ſaid or ſung ten or twelve times a-day,—con- 
I trary to Chriſt's expreſs words, that whca we pray, we ſhould 
thil-r1ot uſe vain repetitions, as the Heathen do, (Matth. vi. 7.) ; 
pufand by ſinging this prayer in cathedrals, by reſponſes of 
aitiſ prieſt and people with muſic ; without the leaſt divine autho- 
s, Þrity for ſuch ſong-praying, or for inſtrumental muſic in 
churches ? 

Mr Calderwood (in his Altare Damaſcen. p. 112. &c.) 
tells us,—that from three Romiſh channels was the Engliſh 
ſervice collected together; namely, 1. From the Hreviary, 
; out of which the common prayers are taken : 2. From the 
K7itual, or Book of rites ; out of which the adminiſtration of 
the ſacraments, burial, matrimony, and viſitation of the ſick, 
are taken : 3. From the Maſ3-book ; out of which the con- 
| ſecration of the Lord's ſupper, collects, goſpels, and epiſtles, 
are taken. 
| And it is manifeſt, that the church of England ſymbolizes 
© with the Papiſts, as to the ſign of the croſs in baptiſm ; as to 
if {their feaſts, vigils, faſts, rites, and ceremonies. 

But the ſecond commandment doth prohibic all deviſing, 
commanding, or uſing any religious worſhip not inſtituted by 
God himſelf. And ſeeing in the fourth commandment the 
Lord hath ſaid, Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy 
work, 
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work, —it muſt be unwarrantable for men to impoſe a yokeſF 


of holidays, of their own invention, upon the conſciences of 
men. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the alone Lawgiver and 
King in his church, and his office-bearers are to teach his 
people to obſerve all things whatſoever he hath commanded, 
and not what men take upon themſelves of their own head to 
command, Matth. xxviii. 20. And ſeeing they have no au- 
thority from Chriſt for ſuch impoſitions upon the conſciences 
of his church and people, their attempting it muſt be an aw- 


ful uſurpation, for which the deviſcrs and impoſers muſt be ? 


accountable to him one day. 
The retaining of that corruption in worſhip—wherein we 


ſymbolize with the Papiſts, is a mean for bringing the people 
back to Popery. This may, in God's righteous judgment, 
be the trial of theſe lands, for our not receiving the truth in 
the love of it, and for all our hainous {ins unrepented of. 
Though we hope that God, of his infinite mercy, ſhall, in 
the iſſue, baffle all the plots and contrivances of the enemies 
of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion; yet the advancement of religion 
and the knowledge of God among the people, with a refor-ſ 
mation from Popiſh ceremonies, — would, by the divine bleſ- I 


ſing, be the beſt bulwark and defence againſt the invaſion of 
Popiſh pr etender — with an inundation of 3 idolatry and 
ben. 

lay the Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, mercifully interpoſe in 
the ſovereignty of his grace, by turning us all from our evil 


ways to himſelf: for if this awful judgment break in upon us, 
all that is valuable to us as men and Chriſtians muſt and will 
of courſe be gone; and we ſhall be under the tremendous 


marks of the Lord's anger, in the moſt diſmal circumſtances 
of any nation under hcaven. 

But ſince we yet enjoy the ineſtimable bleſſing of the Pro- 
teſtant religion, and live under the belt modelled government 


in the known world, under the moſt mild adminiſtration ; and 
under the beſt of kings, the father of his people,— whoſe 
declared ſentiments are, that he looks upon the happineſs of, 
lis ſubjects, their privileges and welfare, as inſeparable from 
the dignity of his crown: we ought therefore, from all prin 


ciples cf religion, loyalty, and ſelf-intereſt itfelf,— to be ex- 


cited a 
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tited to ſet about reformation, both in our private and public 
capacities 3 and that in a vigorous manner, under the divine 
Frondut,—all ranks acting their part, according to the dif- 
| ferent ſpheres wherein Providence hath placed them. 
| 3. With reſpect to diſcip/ine, it may be conſidered, — that 
a5 no civil ſociety can ſubſiſt without the execution of laws, 
1 the church cannot ſubſiſt without diſcipline. 
be church of the Jews had their diſcipline; our Lord je- 
ius Chriſt has inſtituted difcipline for his church under the 
"Kew Teſtament, and preſcribed rules for the exerciſe of it; 
e primitive church, in the firſt three centuries, obſerved a 
hict exerciſe of diſcipline; and other reformed churches 
ave their diſcipline : but the eſtabliſhed church of England 
ks, properly ſpeaking, no diſcipline at all. 
As there are about ten thouſand pariſhes in England, of 
deſe but a very few only have the power of chuſing their 
wn paſtors ; all the reſt have rectors or vicars intruded upon 
bem, and whether they will or not, — are committed to the 
gre of a preſbyter choſen by a ſtranger. The right of pa- 
Pnage is bought and fold. Ignorant men, if they are but 
h, often get the beſt bencfices: and when they have got 
livings, they are not bound to take care of the flock them- 
ves; but they may leave it to any ſorry curate who will do 
cheapeſt. Yea ſometimes a miniſter will have the benefices 
„o or three pariſhes, who will not take the paſtoral care 
one. 
"FF An action lies againſt the winiſter, who ſhall refuſe the ſa- 
il ment to ſuch whom he knows to be wicked men, and eve- 
"OB way unqualified. 
© EPreſbyters, though they are not thought worthy to be 
oes of offences committed which are cenſurable, yet are 
liged to publiſh in their congregations the lay chancellor's 
tences of excommunication ; which they are bound with 
ol implicit faith to take for good, and as ſuch to publiſh them 
the people. 
And a commutation of penance is admitted. unknown to 
| (criptures and to the primitive church, which all ſober 
bluſh at ; whereby perſons of a ſuperior rank, whoſe ho- 
(as they imagine) would ſuffer by a public penance, are 
allowed 
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allowed to ranſom themſelves from the reproach of it by: 
ſum of money, for being beſtowed on the poor or the build. 
ings of the church. But this is a method diſhonouring to 
God, and a reproach to our holy religion; a method which 
is no way authoriſed in the holy ſcriptures for maintaining the 
poor, or ſupporting the worſhip of God,— but the quite con. 
trary is declared in them. Should we not then bemoan the 
caſe of many ſouls, whom we ſee every day running head 
long to all deſtruction and perdition, for want of that diſci 
pline which the Lord Chriſt hath inſtituted ! And therefore ! 
(as the church in the liturgy doth upon Aſh-Wedneſday pra 
once a-year) we deſire to be helped to pray every day, — tha 
godly diſcipline may be reſtored. 

4. As to the ſupremacy, it may be obſerved,— that it ih 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the word of God; being ſubve: 4 
ſive of the order and government of Chriſt's inſtitution. Fo 
Chriſt himſelf is the alone King and Head of his churct l 
which is his body myſtical, (Eph. i. 22. 23.) ; and the Fata, 
has ſet him as King upon mount Zion, the hill of his holinchl: 
Pfal. ii. 6. 

The church can have no viſible head upon the earth. Ti 
Pope cannot be ſo; for Peter, from whom he pretends 
derive his power, never had or claimed ſuch a prerogative ; 
and it is plain that the keys were given to church-officers 
collegio. Paſtors, or the elders that labour in the word ar 
doctrine, being the higheſt officers of the Chriſtian churc 
which are mentioned in the ſcriptures ; and a parity of pow 
and authority, honour and dignity, being lodged in them; 
it is very manifeſt, that they can have no viſible eccleſiaſtic 
head. And to make the civil magiſtrate the head of the churd 
were to overthrow the kingdom of Chriſt, by making its 
miniſtration wholly carnal and earthly ; whereas the kingdo 
of Chriſt is ſpiritual, and not of this world : yea, it were 
ſuppoſe the church to be a monſter ; ſeeing a ſpiritual bop 
with an earthly head, muſt be ſuch, in the nature of 0 
thin } 
Chriſt alone is the King and Head of his church, his fot F 
tual kingdom. It was intimated in the very firſt promi 
that the Meſſiah was to bear rule. Balaam ſaw the ſtar of 


c N 


» 
Ni 


ul 
JC 


iſh 


pic. V. EN GI. AN D's ALARM. 6; 


cob with a ſceptre for government. And, according to Ja- 
cob's prophecy, Judah was to enjoy the ſceptre and lawgiver 
Fill Shiloh came; to whom the gathering of the people ſhould 
be. His kingdom was more fully revealed to David and the 
prophets. Upon his birth, he is proclaimed Chri/# the Lord, 
Luke ii. 11. And the wiſe men, who had ſeen his ſtar in the 
xa/?, and came to worſhip him,—propoſed this queſtion to 
the ſanhedrim, Where is he that is born King of the Fews ? 


hip him, Matth. ii. 1. 2. Oc. 

"| Our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, as the true God and Creator of the 
AVorld, is King and Lord of the ſame, by an original underi- 
| ved right; and ſo he hath the ſupreme power over it. This 


Codhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
as likewiſe a mediatory kingdom, which he holds of his Sn 
her, by the tenor of the covenant of grace; as is declared, 
. ix. 6. Pal. it. 6. Eph. iv. 8. 11. 12. Eph. i. 2r. 22. 23. 
\nd the higheſt order of created beings were no more fit to 
pear this office, than to produce another world out of nothing. 
or as, in the adminiſtration of this kingdom, the immortak 
zuls of men were to be the ſubjects of this government; ſo 
he choiceſt bleſſings of the new covenant were to be diſpoſed 
and beſtowed by him freely. 

in ſubſerviency to this mediatory kingdom, the kingdom 
f providence throughout the world was likewiſe committed 
him; ſo that he rules not only over his willing ſubjects, 
ut alſo in the midſt of his enemies : For the Father loveth 
We Son, and hath given all things into his hand, John iii. 35. 


3 & But in a ſpecial manner he is King and Head of his 
15 hurch, Eph. ii. 20. &c. and iv. 8. 11. 12. As ſuch he inſti- 
gan tes all ordinances, ſends out all church-officers, and fur- 


iſhes them with all neceſſary gifts for the work of the mini- 
y. He is not only an head of influences to his church, 
zut alſo he is a ruling and governing head, Eph. v. 23. 24. 
Ind he hath appointed courts of judicature for the govern- 
ent of his kingdom, both ſupreme and ſubordinate, (Acts 
. 1 Tim. iv. 14.); which are to meet and proceed in his 

* ſeeing he has promiſed to be in the midſt of them; and 
| 1 that 


Ir we have ſeen his [tar in the eaſt, and are come ts wor- 


45 the eſſential kingdom, common to the three perſons of _ 
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that what they bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven. 
Wherefore chancellors and others in their courts, who ae 
perfect laymen, not inveſted with any eccleſiaſtical office by? 
Chriſt, — cannot poſſibly have the power of excommunicatic 1 
and abſolution. | 
Chriſt is the alone monarch in his church, and the powe 4 
of his office-bearers is only miniſterial. He is the origin q 
all church power and authority; all church-laws are ena 
by him, — being only explained, publiſhed, and declared b 1 
the officers of his houſe : and all church-cenſures are diſperſ | 
ſed in his name. As King of Zion and Head of his churct . 
he diſpenſeth all grace, in the uſe of the means of his o. 
appointment. From all which it is manifeſt, that the ci: 
magiſtrate cannot be the fountain of eccleſiaſtical authorit 
NR and juriſdiction : and therefore he cannot, according to an 
rule whatſoever, derive an eccleſiaſtical power to others; n 
i can, according to the word, commit the judgment of ccc; 
ſaſlical matters to laymen. 
We do not deny the civil magiſtrate any power which t 
holy ſcriptures allow to him. For as his office is an ord 
| nance of God, and his perſon is ſignally impreſſed with a ſp 
cial character of majeſtic authority, in a due ſubordination Þ 
1 him who is Lord over all; he ſhould be honoured, ſubje&t 
WW to, and obeyed. * And we grant that the Chriſtian magiſtrat 
Fi according to his external power in eccleſiaſtical matters, m 
call occaſional meetings of church-officers to reaſon and 
bate matters before him; that he may, pro re nata, con 
cate eccleſiaſtical ſynods for concluding church-affairs, acc. 
ding to the ſcripture ; that, for his own information, he m 
be preſent in thoſe ſynods, and, according to his diſeret 
judgment, give his ſanction to ſuch decrees as are agreeat 
to the word of God ;—and all this without infringing up 
the intrinſic power of the church, in ordinary caſes, to indi 
her own times or places of meeting, as occaſion or neceſſ 
ſha!l require: That all eccleſiaſtical perſons are ſubjected 
. his authority and juriſdiction, in all civil matters; that in c 
— of negligence, he may command all, and even miniſters, 
ji perform their reſpeQtive duties: and that he has a power « 
jectively eceleſiaſtical, about church- affairs; though he | 


1 
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"Pot a power formally eccleſiaſtical, whereby he may exerciſe 
1 purely ſpiritual, and proper to church. officers. 

For Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, our Saviour, has a king- 
10 BY diſtinct from the kingdoms of this world: eccleſiaſtical 
ower being derived from Chriſt as Mediator, but civil power 
gn authority from God as Creator; eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction 
gans entirely upon revealed religion, while civil government 
b F originally founded upon the light and law of nature,— but 

s ſupported, directed, and authoriſed likewiſe by the written 
a uf! 'ord, where the light of the goſpel doth ſhine. Civil govern- 
ent is common to all men as men; the other is peculiar to 
ch 10ſe who profeſs the true God: the form of the one may be 
Nonarchical, the other not; the object of the one is civil, 
e other is ſpiritual; the nature of the one and manner of 
erciſing its power is magiſterial, the other miniſterial : the 
acts and ſentences of the one are corporal, the other ſpiritual. 
[The immediate rule of exerciſing the one is the laws of the 
and; but the rule of the other is the word of God, and eccle- 
aſtical conſtitutions agreeable thereto. The one is perform- 
x in the name of the ſupreme magiſtrate, the other in the 
ame of Jeſus Chriſt : the immediate end of the one is the 
pod of the commonwealth ; of the other, the good of im- 
ortal ſouls. And theſe governments, though diſtinct and 
lateral, being of different kinds,—are not inconſiſtent one 
ith another; and being both God's ordinances, they are 
Vt prejudicial the one to the other, but corroborate and 
rengthen one another. Any oppolition which at any time 
Spears of the one to the other, muſt be aſcribed to our cor- 
ptions ; and not to God's inſtitutions, which are all moſt 
ly and wiſe. 
As the kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is not of this 
ub orld, and as he himſelf has inſtituted all ordinances to be 
dſerved in his church; ſo every ordinance that hath not his 


* 
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dr his church. Of this ſort are all the inventions of men in 
ze worſhip of God, which prevail among thoſe of the hierar- 


x „y: and of the ſame ſort are all the ſuperſtitions impoſed up- 
5 me world, by the idolatrous church of Rome; ſuch as 
1 


e worſhipping of the images of Chriſt and of the ſaints, their 
12 idolatraus. 


ſtitution, is ſuperſtitious, impeaching his wiſdom and care 
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idolatrous maſs and abſurd tranſubſtantiation, their deluſion 
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of purgatory and indulgences, their fictitious ſacraments, 
their efficacy from the work itſelf performed,— together with 
innumerable other corruptions and additions to the inſtitution; 
of ſeſus Chriſt, condemned by the word of God. 

Popery began with additions to Chriſt's inſtitutions ; and: 
then proceeded to act in a direct contradiction to the word off: 
God ; particularly by making images or repreſentations off 
God, of the Trinity, and of Chriſt, — in a direct contradicꝗ tc 
tion to the ſecond commandment ; by which we are expreſs; br 
prohibited not only to worſhip, but ſo much as to make 0 
have any likeneſs or viſible repreſentation of the object of oui p 
worſhip. Neither angels nor men, not even all the tribe ofh, 
created beings, can poſſibly, with their utmoſt att, draw anyffe 
viſible repreſentation of him who is invi/zble, (Heb. xi. 27.) I. 
of God, who is a Spirit — in and of himſelf infinite in beſ ti 
ing, bleſſedneſs, glory, and perfection, (John iv. 24.) : nate 
can they frame the fainteſt emblem of the great God our Saf 
viour, who is the bleſſed and only potentate, the King itt 
kings, and Lord of lords: who only hath immortality, dwellf, 
ing in the light which no man can approach unto, whom ni 
man hath ſeen, nor can ſee: io whom be honour and powe 
everlaſting. Amen, 1 Tim. vi. 15. 16. Who then, withouſſ 
denying himſelf to be a reaſonable creature, can poſſibly preſitc 
tend to draw a viſible repreſentation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt {tt 
who only hath immortality by an original underived right, 
who is the fountain of all being and perfection, as one Goff 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt? of him, who dwellcti} 
in that light of infinite perfection and ineffable glory, e 
which no created being can approach? of him, whom « 
man hath ſcen, nor can ſee? And ſeeing it is impoſſible f. 
men to make any viſible repreſentation of the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, in his perſon, as Iinmanuel, God with us; it is ai, [ 0 
ſurd for them to pretend to make any repreſentation of Hie 
Euman nature apart, ſeeing it ſubſiſts in the perſon of thi 
Son of God, and no where elſe, and never did nor ſhall other 
wiſe ſubſiſt: ſo that men, by ſuch a repreſentation of hin 
do not repreſent the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but an idol of the 
own depraved imagination. Chriſt, in his human nature, | 

| no 
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pow glorified; and we cannot have any conception of the 
| glory, in which that humanity which he aſſumed doth now 
pine. Let us therefore beware of all carnal imaginations a- 
»nÞ bout the great God our Saviour; but let us think of him as 
2 divine perſon, according to the deſcriptions he gives of him- 
nd ak in his word. 
| off: And our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath not only inſtituted all the 
of vrdinances of his kingdom, for bringing ſinners perſonally in- 
licFto the covenant of grace, and for confirming thoſe that are 
oh in it; but he likewiſe rules and governs his true loyal ſub- 
A jects, the government being upon his ſhoulders : and he not 
out only gives the laws of his kingdom externally in the word, 
off but he writes them in their hearts. He ſubdues them to him- 
anyfſelf in the day of his power, and preſerves them to his hea- 
7.) {ycnly kingdom; he refreſhes their ſouls with the manifeſta- 
be tions of his favour and love, in the way of duty; and he 
noftorre&ts them, when they forſake the rule of his word. He 
Sal protects and defends them from the attacks and inſults of their 
7 enemies, he will in due time give them the victory; and will 
velifþut them into full poſſeſſion of the kingdom prepared for them 
n i before the foundation of the world. 
we The higheſt heavens are the magnificent palace and royal 
houfſgeſidence of this great King ; ; thouſand thouſands miniſter un- 
preſto him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtand before him: 
riſtfthe church militant and triumphant do adore him, while all 
it, 1 e hoſts of angels pay homage to him, and bow before him. 
GoWnd ſeeing he is our Lord, let us worſhip him,—who is the 
let! {rue God and cternal Life, the King of * and the Go- 
„ [{Wernor among the nations. 
n n 
c 1 We now conclude this diſcourſe, with an exhortation to 
Jeluſþ1! ranks. Let us all be exhorted and excited to return un- 
s allo the Lord, in the exerciſe of faith, goſpel-repentance, and 
f kifgeformation ; that ſo, in the ſovereignty of God's grace, our 
f threatened ruin and deſolation may be prevented. 
the Thus faith the Lord, — O Iſrael, return unto the Lord thy 
hin od, for thou haſt fallen by thine iniquity. Put away the 
the of your doings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, 
e, Warn to do well, If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat 
no the 
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the goed of the land. But if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be] 
devoured with the fword : for the mouth of the Lord hath 
ſpoken it, Wherefore repent, and turn yourſelves from all 
your tranſoreſſions ; ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin, Hol. 
Xiv. 1. If. i. 16. 17. 19. 20. Ezek. xvill. 30. 2 
Repent, and believe the goſpel : for the promiſe is unto you, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 15 
many as the Lord our Cod ſhall call. The promiſe is, — For 0 
mine holy name's ſake, (my name as it is manifeſted and glo- 
rified in Chriſt), ye ſhall be my people, and [ will be your God. > 
The promiſe is to you, it is ſpoken to you; though many off 
you have never yet, by faith, heard the heavenly and divine 
voice of the infinite Speaker. The promiſe is lef? to you, to 
be believed and truſted to: Take heed therefore, ſeeing there 
is a promiſe left us of entering into his reſt, leſt any of you 
Should ſeem te came fhort of it by unbelief. We publiſh the 
record of God, to be believed and appropriated by the par- 
ticular application of faith, that God giveth to you eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son ; that to you the Son of God 
is given, whofe name is Wonderful, Counſellor, The Mig by 
God, The Everlaſting Father, and, The Prince of Pexce : 7 ] 
that ts you is born, in the city of David, a Saviour, which 
3s Chriſt the Lord; and that to you, who are loſt and pe- 
riſhing ſinners of Adam's family, is the word of this ſalua-· 
gh tion ſent. Chriſt is given to you, for your Saviour; he 
3 ſtands at the door and knocks, for faith's acceſs to your 
ion fouls. He offers himſelf to you, and to every one of you, 
4% as the Saviour of the world, as able and willing to ſave vou. 
from your ſins. 
Make haſte then, and receive him joyfully ; for this day is] 
ſalvation come to your houſe, this day is ſalvation come to N 


9 Þ your ſoul, even the God of ſalvation. Thus faith the Lord, ! 
i Other ſheep I have net which are not of this fold; them alli % 
„ le 


I muſt bring, and they fhall hear my voice. Unto you, 0p 
1 men, I call, and my voice is to the ſons of men. I am tht "= 
4A Lord thy Ged; thou ſhalt have no other gods before me, 
Id | Luke xix. 5. 6. 9. John x. 16. Prov. viii. 4. Exod. xx. 2. 3. 

Why then do ye ſtand at a diſtance from Chriſt, ſeeing he 


ealleth you to come to him, and offereth himſelf with all hit” 
fulneb| 
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fulneſs of grace to you? Is it becauſe ye are guilty ſinners ? 8 
Then he publiſhes his indemnity to you : J, even I am he, 


that blotteth out your tranſgreſſions fur mine own ſuke. Is it 


becauſe ye are morally polluted by ſin, under a burden of 
guilt and filthinefs, binding you over to the avenging wrath 
of God? Thus faith the Lord of hoſts to you, —Then will I 


ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean ; from 


all your filthineſs, and from all your idols will I cleanſe you. 
is it becauſe ye have the old unrenewed heart ſtanding in 
your way? Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, — 4 new heart alſs 


will give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within you. 


Are ye objecting, that ye have an hard impenitent heart, 
and cannot be affected for all your ſins, though they are in- 
numerable, and accompanied with great aggravations ? Thus 
ſaith the Lord, I will take away the ſtony heart out of your 
fleſh, and I will give you an heart of fleſh, Are ye object- 
ing, that his law is an holy law, and ye have unholy hearts; 
and though ye would eſſay to receive Chriſt, by believing 
upon him, ye will never be able to walk in his ſtatutes, and 


keep his judgments ? Thus faith the Lord of hoſts,—/ will 


put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſta- 


tutes, and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and do them, Again, 


are ye objecting, that your ſins are not like the ſins of others, 


they are ſo great and ſo highly aggravated ? Thus faith the 


Lord, — Though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as 
white as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall 
be as wool. | 

Lock to a promiſing God, that he may help your unbe- 
lief, and may work in you the work of faith with power: 


. | for he has ſaid, Tour God will come and ſave you. Then the 


eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhatl 


be unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame man leap as an hart, and 


the tongue of the dumb ſing: for in the wilderneſs ſhall wa- 
ters break out, and ſtreams in the deſert. They fhall ſee the 
glory of the Lord, and the exceli-ncy of our God, Ir. 


4. 5. 6. And depending upon him who maketh the deaf to 
bear ſpiritually, eſſay a complying with his call of grace: 


ncline your ear, (ſaith he), and come unto me; hear, and 


f aur foul ſhall live. Hear in the ſtrength of grace; eſſay to 


mingle 


Formation: Let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
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mingle faith with God's word of promiſe, ſaying, I will be: 
troth thee unto me for ever; yea, 1 will betroth thee unto me Þ 
in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, and in loving-kindneſs, 
and in mercies : I will even betroth thee unto me in faithful. 
neſs ; and thou ſhalt know the Lord. And thou ſhalt call me 
Ifhi, my huſband ; and ſhalt call me no more Baali, Iſ. lv. 3. 


Hol. ii. 16. 19. 20. 
Let every one be exhorted to repentance, and perſonal re. 


r 


righteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto thel 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, Let each man re- 
pent of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I done? Let us 
be humbled deeply before God, for the evil we have done; a 
and put away the evil of our doings. Let us not only pui o 
away and refrain from the groſs acts of ſm, which are odiousÞ} t 
to all ſober-thinking men; but let us mortify, through the 
grace of the divine Spirit, the inward habits and inclination 
to ſin, which are abominable in the ſight of God. And for 
that end let us improve the promiſes of heart-renovation, 
(Ezek. xviii. 31. 32. & XXXvi. 26.) ; Make you a new heart, 
and a new ſpirit ; for why will ye die, © houſe of Iſrael ?Ft 
Attempts at reformation muſt be made in a way of looking ir 
to the Lord for regeneration and heart- renovation; for aÞ: 
corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit, Without the a 
new nature men are ſpiritually dead, and will die eternally :Þr: 
Make you a new heart ; for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſs 
racl? The precept thus cometh to us, for engaging us toſÞÞ! 
betake ourſelves to the grace of God, exhibited to us in the fr 
promiſe : A new heart alſs will I give you, and a new ſpirit 
will I put within you. 0 
And let all inveſted with power and authority, uſe their I 
utmoſt endeavours for public and national ręformation.— Ife 
Kings, princes, nobles, great men, and judges of the earth, Nc 
are called to pay homage to Chriſt, in their endeavours after" 
national reformation ; and in perſonal reformation, to bet 
good examples to all their inferiors : Praiſe the Lord, ing 
of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of ih: 
earth, Let them praiſe the name of the Lord: for his name 
alone 


0 
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alone is excellent, his glory is above the earth and heaven, 
MW Pal. cxlviii. 7. 11. 13. 
„ They ought to praiſe him, by believing in him ; putting 
{-F their truſt and confidence in him, who is the confidence of 
ae all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar upon 
z. the ſea: to praiſe him, by eſteeming and loving him above 
all perſons and things; by making his glory and honour their 
end in all their actions; by making his word their rule; by 
n-. taking care that every thing in the houſe of the God of hea- 
even, be done according to the will of the God of heaven; 
e- by putting their hand to reformation-work, eſpecially in times 
us of univerſal corruption and deformation, - and ſubordinating 
e; all their concerns to the glory of God, and the advancement 
u of the kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is 2. of 
us this world, 
he It is the Lord that ſetieth up kings, and it is he that giveth 
on ſalvation unto kings ; and his word is to be their rule, in 
for their adminiſtration in their kingdoms, Dan. ii. 21. Pl. cxliv. 
»n,Þ 10. Deut. xvii. 18. 19. And as they muſt all die like men, 
rt, ſo they muſt give an account of themſelves to God, about all 
chat they have done in the body,—as well as thoſe who move 
ing in a lower ſphere of action. To great men much is given, 
4 and of them the more will be required. They muſt not only 
the anſwer for their perſonal ſins, but for the ſins of their high 
y: rank and character; wherein they have neglected means for 
I general reformation, have involved themſelves in ſinful com- 
to pliances with the corruptions of the times, and have been a 
the inare ro others that way. | 
ru And even thoſe in the loweſt circumſtances of life, are 
called upon to contribute their endeavours for reformation. 
geit The meaneſt ſubject ought to be exerciſed about perſonal re- 
formation; and if through grace he himſelf is reformed, ge- 
th, neral reformation is ſo far begun, that one is reformed, and 
fter has returned to the Lord. He may, under the influence of 
bel the Spirit of God, lament after the Lord, —and make con- 
ngs feſſion to the Lord God of our fathers, of his own ſins, and 
% | f the ſins of theſe lands: pouring out his heart daily to the 
ame] Lord, that he may ariſe, and have mercy upon Zion, that 
lan be time to favour her may come; that he may pour out 
K his. 
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ties of Judah, againſt which thou haſt had indignation the 
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his Spirit upon our Sovereign King GEORGE and the royal 
family, with the pecrs and great men of the kingdom; tha 
he may humble them for their perſonal ſins, and their ach 
ceſſion to the public ſins and corruptions of theſe lands; tha 
the Lord may turn their hearts to himſelf, incline them t 
ſet about a work of reformation, and diſpoſe them to favouſſ 
his righteous cauſe. Without this, armies and navies wil 
not be a defence to us, in the day of the Lord's wrath and 
controverſy with us. | 

Let us truſt in the great Interceſſor within the vail : 7/4 
angel of the Lord anſwered and ſaid, O Lord of hoſts, hau, 


long wilt thou not have mercy on Jeruſalem, and on the cif 


threeſcore and ten years? And the Lord anſwered the ange 
(Chriſt, the angel of the covenant) with good words, ani 
comfortable words : Thus ſaith the Lord, I am returned ti 
Feruſalem with mercies, Zech. i. 12. 13. 16. 
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E Zz E. K. vii. 2. 15. 


w——Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the land of Iſrael, An eni 
the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 
The ſword is without, and the peſtilence and the famini 
within : he that is in the field, ſhall die with the fivord 
and he that is in the city, h and peſtilence ſhall di. 
vour him. 


HE method which we propoſed for diſcourſing thi 

ſubject, when we entered upon it, was, by divint 
aſſiſtance, 1. To notice a few of the ſigns which appear i 
our days, of the near approach of a national.calamity upo! 
theſe lands; and, 2. To ſpeak a little of the awfulneſs 0 
theſe approacking judgments. And though. we can by n 
means make a full enumeration of the fins and abominatio 
of theſe times, yet having given an hiat at ſume of them, 
we now proceed, as directed, | 
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a SECONDLY, To ſpeak a little of the awfulneſs of theſe ap- 


proaching judgments ; as being an end, the end that is come 
pen the four corners cf the land: when he that is in the 
eld, ſhall die with the ford; and he that is in the city, 
Yumine and peſtilence ſhall devour him. And, 

I. The awfulneſs thereof will appear, —if, with attention 
und veneration, we conlider the infinitely holy and righteous 
uuthor of thoſe deſolating judgments which are approaching 
upon theſe lands, whoſe treſpaſſes are grown up unto the 
heavens : Thus ſaith the LORD GOD unte the land of Iſrael, 
Un end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 
| The Lord is known by the judgment which he executcth, 
Pal. ix. 16. And he is ſtrong that executeth his word; for 
he day of the Lord is great and very terrible, and who can 
ide it? Joel i. 11. The glory of God is manifeſted, in 
xecuting his judgments even upon the Heathen for their ſins ; 
and ſtill more in viſiting the iniquities of a profeſſing people 
pon them, whoſe tranſgreſſions are more aggravated in his 
light. Thus the Lord denounceth his judgment againſt Gog 
and Magog, Ezek. xxxix. 17. 18.—Speak unto every fea- 
thered fowl, and to every beaſt of the field, —Gather your- 
elves on every ſide to my ſacrifice :—ye ſhall eat the fleſh of 
he mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, 
and he ſays, / 21.—7 will ſet my glory among the Hea- 
hen, and all the Heathen ſhall ſee my judgment that I have 
xecuted, and my hand that I have laid upon them. Thus 
Ire men to learn, that the God of Iſrael is the only true 
0d ; glorious in holineſs, and fearful in the judgments 
vhich he executeth againſt the ſins and abominations of the 
hildren of men. 

When a people are incorrigible, or refuſe to be reformed 
y leſſer judgments, the Lord takes the work in hand himſelf 
ore immediately, and executes his judgments more awfully : 


4 "Hof. v. 12. 13. 14. He had been unte Ephraim as a math, 
* "Bd to the houſe of Judah as rottenneſs that is, he had in- 
. Wicted leſſer and gradual judgments, correcting them and 


ringing them down ; as the moth in cloth, and as a worm 
n wood, which inſenſibly waſtes and deſtroys: yet they 
ere not reclaimed, by turning to the Lord; but ſent to the 

| f K 2 Aſiyrian, 
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Aſſyrian, who could not heal them of their wound. Upon 
this the Lord threatens more terrible judgments: I wall be 
unto Ephraim as a lin, and as a young lion to the houſe cf 
Judah : 1, even I will tear and go away ; I will take away, 
and none ſhall reſcue him. 

There is a more immediate work of God in ſome judg. 
ments, than in others: I will be unto Ephraim as a lion; |, 


even 1 will tear and go away, Though we have been vilitedÞ 


with Cod's leſſer judgments, and have found ourſelves going 


down the ſtream, and that we are behind-hand in our affairs; 


yet like Ephraim, when we have ſeen our wound, we have 


not ſcen our fins which are the cauſe of it: nor are our un- 


believing and carnal hearts brought to acknowledge humbly 
the righteous hand of God in our troubles ; and to return to 
a ſmiting God, in the exerciſe of faith, with goſpel-repentance 
and reformation. 

And becauſe of our fins, ſeeing we hold faſt iniquity and 
refuſe to be reformed, the Lord of hoſts himſelf doth muſter 
the hoſt of the battle ; and in righteouſneſs he doth judge and 


make war, He produces the grounds of his holy controverſy 
with us, a people laden with iniquity : Hoſ. v. 1. Hear ye 
this, © prieſts, and hearken, ye houſe of ſſrael, and give ye 
ear, O houſe of the king ; for judgment is toward you, be 
cauſe ye have been a:ſnare on Mizpah, and a net ſpread upon 


Tabor. y 4. They will not frame their doings to turn unto 


their God. y 7. They have dealt treacherouſly againſt the 


Lord. y 10. The princes of Judah were like them that re- 


move the bound: therefore I will pour out my wrath upun 


them like water. y 11. Ephraim is oppreſſed, and broken 


G1 


in judgment: becauſe he willingly walked after the com- N. 


mandment. 
The indiftment is laid againſt all ranks and degrees of men 
in theſe lands; againſt rulers, whether ecelcſiaſtical or civil,— 


and againſt all who ſtand in a ſubordination to them. Theyſſ 


are all involved in the national guilt, and they may all ex. 


pect to ſhare in the national judgments, Neither the dignity 


of the great, nor the meanneſs of the multitude, will be 
their exemption. Jeroboam and his ſucceſſors corrupted the 


worſhip of God, contrary to the vows which they were unde 


[ 
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1 the Moſt High; and they, with the prieſts and the great 
men in the kingdom, were a ſnare to the multitude,.— by 


their edits, by defending and patroniſing the corruptions of 
the times, and by their bad example: yet the people were 
cut off from making it their plea, that they were miſled by 
their rulers. No ſuch plea could be admitted, but they be- 
hoved to ſhare in the common calamity ; not only becauſe 


they walked after the commandment of men, in oppoſition 


to the commandment of God, by a blind obedience to hu- 


man authority, but alſo becauſe they walked willingly after 


the commandment, from a ſecret averſion to the pure wor- 


hip of God, with a ſtrong bias to corrupt worſhip and ſu- 


perſtition. It muſt be an awful attack upon the authority of 
God, and all his infinite perfeftions,—to comply with the 
commandments of men that thwart the commandments of 


Cod. Both thoſe who thus command, and thoſe who obey, 
are ripened for the day of God's viſitation. 


And the indictment is fo evidently againſt us in theſe lands, 
as to the above and other particulars in this chapter, that 


they may run who read it. Let us then be alarmed with 
the warning given us by the Lord himſelf : Becauſe I will 
, do this unto thee, (bring nameleſs judgments upon thee), 
Prepare to meet thy God, © Iſrael. 


2. The awfulneſs of theſe approaching judgments doth ap- 
pear, from the moving metaphorical deſcriptions of them in 
ine word of truth. Now therefore, behold the Lord brings» 


uh up upon them the waters of the river, ſtrong and many, 


even the king of Aria, and all his glory: and he Jhall 
come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks, 


Jein. 7. The invaſion which the king of Aſſyria was to 


make upon Judah, was to be of the nature of a flood, de- 
luge, or inundation; and therefore moſt dangerous, terrible, 
nd deſtructive to the inhabitants of the land. In the extent. 
and univerſality of it, it was to paſs through the whole land 
Judah; to come up over all his channels, and to go over 
ill his banks, And ſuch a flood of judgments are we 

threatened with at this day. 
Apain, theſe judgments are compared to a fire of the 
Lord's kindling : Ezck. xx. 47-—Thus ſaith the Lord Cad, 
Behold, 
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Behold, I will kindle a fire in thee, and it ſhall devour every 


green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the flaming flame 


ſhall not be quenched, and all faces from the ſouth to the. 
north ſhall be burnt therein, All thoſe judgments which ſhall * 
conſume both city and country, are ſignified by this fire. 
It will be a fire of God's own kindling : and all fleſh ſhall ii 

ſee, by the deſolations which it will make, and by conſider. 
ing the ſins of theſe lands which have made them fewel for 
this fire, —that it is the Lord who has kindled it, (y 48.), as. 
a jult avenger of his own injured honour. This conflagration 
ſhall be general; all orders and degrees of men ſhall be de. 
voured by it; young and old, rich and poor, high and low!“ 
it ſhall devour every green tree, and every dry tree. 
Theſe judgments are likewiſe compared to a furnace: Ezek.ſ 
xxii. 18. 22.—The houſe of Iſrael is to me become dreſs, all 

they are braſs, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midſt 
the furnace. As ſilver is melted in the midſt of the furnace, 
fo ſhall ye be melted; —and ye ſhall know that I the Lordi 
have poured out my fury upon you, This generation is be- 
come braſs, impudent in their wickedneſs ; they are braſen 

faced, and cannot bluſh at their ſin, but glory in their ſhame :Þ 
they are as iron for obduration, hardneſs of heart, and im- 
penitency ; and as /cad,— ſottiſh and ſtupid, pliable to evil, 
yet heavy, and not moveable to any thing that is good, 
Theſe different ſorts of metal ſhall be melted by a complica- * 
tion of judgments, as by a raging fire: the various ſorts off 
ſinners ſhall be melted down together, and united in a com- 
mon overthrow,—as braſs and lead in the ſame furnace. Andi 
ſeeing we are become droſs, what can we n expect, but that 

we ſhall be put away and conſumed ? Pſal. cxix. 119. 

Theſe judgments are likewiſe called the days of viſitation . 
The days of viſitation are come, the days of recompenſe art, 
come, Iſrael ſhall know it, Hol. ix. 7. And what will ye di 
in the day of viſitaticn, and in the deſolation which ſhall come 
from fan? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ze, 
leave your glory? If. x. 3. They are called the day of th: 
Lord, Amos v. 18. and the day of the Lord's anger, Lam. ii 
22.—In the day of the Lord's anger nene eſcaped nor remain. 
— ed: 
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ed: thaſe that I have fwaddled and brought up, hath mine 


enemy conſumed. 


The day of God's judgments is both a day of viſitation, 


in which mens ſins will be inquired into, and brought to light; 
and a day of recompenſe, in which a reward will be given to 
every man according to his work. This day of viſitation and 
recompenſe is come, is haſtening on apace; it is ſure ; it is 


near, as if it were already come: and when it is come, //- 


rael ſhall know it; ſhall be made to know that by ſad expe- 
rience, which they would not know by inſtruction, nor be- 


lieve when warned of its approaching to them. And this 


day is come, for the multitude of their iniquity, (Hol. ix. 7.), 


which, in contempt of the divine law, they perſiſted in; and 


for the great hatred of thoſe who called them to their duty, 


and warned them of their danger. 

And this day of viſitation that cometh, is called the day 
f the Lord's anger, wherein none eſcaped, Lam. ii. 22. Such 
a day we may expect, if we do not return unto the Lord; a 
day wherein theſe lands, and particularly the principal cities, 


Pall, like Jeruſalem, be made a perfect ſlaughter-houſe, and 


none ſhall eſcape : a day wherein theſe ſinful lands, that have 


'Þnade themſelves like to Jeruſalem by their abominations, ſhall 


'Þc{cmble her in their ruin and deſolation; and in the mourn- 


(d: 


Mu circumſtances thereof, as deſeribed by the prophet in the 
KLamentations, and particularly in this chapter, (il. 10. &c.) : 


day wherein the elders, that ſat upon the thrones of David, 
we made to /it. upon the ground; wherein thoſe who uſed to 
preſs themſelves richly, and to. walk with /tretched forth 
ecks, are humbled, The virgins of Feruſalem hang down 
heir heads to the ground, and they are made to know ſor- 
ow, who ſeemed to bid defiance to it. Multitudes periſh by 
amine, the children die for hunger in their mothers arms, 
Y 11.12. And multitudes fall by the ſword, which devours 
ne as well as another; the enemy ſhall ſpare no character, 
o age nor ſex, My virgins and my young men are fallen by 
he ſword, y 21. 
Theſe diſmal days of viſitation are haſtening apace ; for 


= he Lord will viſit the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 


ren, unto the third and fourth generation, — hen they walk 
in 


great upon the earth. 
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in the ſame ſteps of ſuperſtition and wickedneſs with thoſe 
who were their anceſtors. Will-worſhip, deviſing other 
means of worſhip than what God hath appointed in his word, 
with the innumerable fins and abominations of theſe times,— 
are the juſt cauſes of God's wrath againſt thefe lands; and 
are evident ſigns, that the day of our vilitation is nigh, even 
at the door, Exod. xX. 5. 

3. The awfulneſs of theſe approaching judgments may ap. 
pear, from their being deſcribed in the text as an end, the 
end come upon the four corners of the land, The national: 
calamity approaching, is of a moſt lamentable and diſmal na- 
ture; it is an end, toward which all the impiety and apoſtaſ 
of theſe lands have been working, as means to effect it. I 
is an end, a national ruin and deſtruction. 

The end is come ; it is near at hand, at the very door. 
Theſe lands have been long ripening for it; it has been long 
a- coming, long threatened, long deferred; but now—the eng 
is come, An impenitent people who hate to be reformed 
can expect nothing elſe, but that judgments which have beet 
long put off, ſhall be inflified; for the manifeſtation of di 
vine juſtice, of God's holineſs, and hatred at ſin. Thoug|” 
Juſtice is not in all caſes executed againſt the evil works ofÞr 
wicked men in this life, but deferred to the awful retributio 
of a future ſtate ; yet the caſe is otherwiſe with nations ang i 
communities. For as all men muſt appear at the judgmentFd 
ſeat of Chriſt, ſo they will not appear u their national capaſe: 
cities; but every individual for themielves, to be judged adſÞg 
cording to what they have done in the body, And hence F* 
is that God doth now chaſtiſe nations upon this earth; as ? 
evident from the ſeripture- accounts of God's judgments bo- 
threatened and inflifted, —even upon the Heathen natior 
when they corrupted themſelves, and their wickedneſs becan 


And we may fear that theſe judgments ſhall be univerſal 
for the end is come upon the four corners of the land. 
part of the land ſhall eſcape, not even that which lies me 
remote; for the end is come upon the four corners of t 
land, and it is the end of all fleſh, Who then ſha!l lt 
when the Lord doth this ? p 


f 
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And the national calamity ſhall be inevitable: none of 
ole marked for death, ſhall eſcape; and thoſe that fall, ſhall 
ot be lamented, Theſe judgments ſhall bear down all be- 
re them, without remedy, both in town and country. 
len ſhall be ſafe no where: for he that is in the field, ſhall 
te with the ford, — every field ſhall be a field of blood; 
d he that is in the city, ſhall not find protection there, but 
mine and peſtilence ſhall devour him. Sin hath prodigiouſ- 
7 abounded both in city and country, and therefore in both 
ating deſolations ſhall be made. 
How dreadful ſhall our judgments be, when theſe lands ſhall 
a field of blood; when the ſlain ſhall lie behind the layers, 
ever the ſheaves lay behind the reapers in time of harveſt ! 
hen the cities that were full of people, ſhall ſit ſolitary, be- 
uſe they have grievouſly ſinned againſt the Lord: when 
Jowers of blood ſhall wath our ſtreets ; when no noiſe ſhall 
heard, but the cries and groans of gaſping dying men; 
hen your kindred ſhall be ſlain in one place, and yourſelves 
another; when our houſes ſhall be burnt with fire, and if 
y remain, the enemy ſhall be houſekeeper,— becauſe we 
re ſinned ourſelves out of our poſſeſſions : when an inunda- 
Dn of Popery ſhall overſpread theſe lands, — when our tem- 
ſongs ſhall be turned into howlings; when conſcience ſhall 
inthralled, God's holy ordinances removed, and men obli- 
d to comply with idolatry and corruptions impoſed by the 
capFYemy,— or to reſiſt unto blood, in the ſtrength of grace, ſtri- 
d ag againſt ſin, not loving their lives unto the death. 
ice Yor the tranſgreſſion of Facob is all this, and for the ſins 
as the houſe of Iſrael; and becaule the earth is defiled un- 
boi the” inhabitants thereof, who have tranſareſſed the laws, 
xtionlunged the ordinance, broken the everlaſting covenant, 
:canſlicah i. 5. If. xxiv. 5. 


erſal e ſhall now 1 theſe diſcourſes, with ſome exhor- 
Moons and directions. | 

3 ml. The exhortation is, to prepare for a day of calamity, 

of FF ſuffering and ſhaking times. The Lord ſees it meet, 


lit bis people be exerciſed with ſhaking trials hereaway; — 
put a greater difference betwixt earth and heaven; to 
L. humble 
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humble them, and diſcover the corruptions of their oy 
hearts unto them; to wean them from this world, and 1 
try their graces; as alſo to make them eſteem Chriſt mor 
and improve him daily, as made of God unto them wi/dm 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, — that they mz 
by faith cleave to God as their portion, and to Chriſt as the 
refuge, If. xxxil. 2. 

Ye may meet with ſhaking providences, and with ſhakin 


perſecution for the cauſe of Chriſt : John xvi. 2. 3-—The ti id 
cometh, that whoſoever killeth you will think that he di 1 
r 


God ſervice. And theſe things will they do unto you, becau 
they have not known the Father, nor me. With Paul, . * 
may come to a place where many ſeas meet: your outwaſ-? 
troubles may be attended with inward trials; with deſertiq 
the hidings of God's face, —conflicts with temptation, at 
the power of indwelling lin. 

Though it be the Lord's ordinary way, to [tay his ren 
wind in the day of the eaſt wind, and to give a liberal allo 


and ye are not to think it ſtrange concerning the fiery tri 
if ye find chat without are fightings, and within are fe 
But !hough he cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion ; a 
he will, in his own time, compaſs you about with ſongs of d 
liverance : For many are the afflictions of the righteous ; | 
the Lord delivereth him out of them all. 
Theſe awful and trying diſpenſations may come to ſuch : 
height, that profeſſors may get ſevere falls; ſuch as comm 
nion-attainments, and former reſolutions, will not be (ut 
cient to ſave or preſerve from. Thus it was with Peter, 
ter the firſt communion, and the ſtrongeſt reſolutions. At 
theſe diſpenſations may be fo dark, that ye may be bewilde 
ed as to your duty, and loſe your way; as the young pn 
phet did by hearkening to the old, which coſt him his lite, 
And theſe trials may be ſo ſhocking, that they will not on 
detect the hypocriſy of many,— but will diſcover corru 
tions, and the ſtrength of them, which ye thought weren 
in you, or were mortified long before; yea ſuch as! 
dark-2n all your evidences, — and try all your graces, y 
faith, love, patience, and obedience, to purpoſe. 
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We ſhall now offer a few directions, how to be prepared 
rough grace for a day of calamity, for times of ſuffering. 
1. It ſhould be the concern of profeſſors, to have a prin- 
iple of grace in their hearts, and to have their hearts made 
und in God's ſtatutes, Pſal. cxix. 809. The ſoundneſs of the 
cart is tried, in a ſtorm of trouble or ſuffering : and when 
ie heart is not right with God, there is much unſtedfaſtneſs 
d fainting at the approach of the trial, Pſal. Ixxvili. 37. 
The new nature has an heavenly tendency to God, through 
hriſt Jeſus. It aims at nothing but to be with God, to glo- 
fy and honour him, to obey him, and to pleaſe him in a 
ay of duty. It goes out in the ſtrength of grace, in the faith 
f the promiſe ; depending upon Chriſt alone for acceptance: 
d it makes the ſoul break through all reproaches, perſecu- 
ons, and afflictions, — to be at him, and to pleaſe him. As 
ater has a tendency to run into the ſea,—and though moun- 
ins lie in its way, which it cannot remove, it will creep a- 
it ſome other way; fo where there is a principle of grace 
che heart, it cloſes with the command of God in his word, — 
d, with a dependence on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it cleaves to 
zod in a way of duty, in the molt trying times, and breaks 
7 rough all oppoſition that ſtands in its way. 
2. Some comfortable evidence of our intereſt in Chriſt, is 
good preparative for a time of calamity and ſuffering : 
Tim. i. 12. For the which cauſe I alſe ſuffer theſe things: 
W-vertheleſs JI am not aſhamed : for I know whom I have be- 
ved, and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 
ff have committed unto him againſt that day. The faith of 
od's love to our ſouls, and the exerciſe of love to him, 
140M: v. 3. 4-), will encourage and ſtrengthen us in ſuffering 
Ir Chriſt, and make us very joyful in all our tribulation. 
fe. Wherefore examine the matter, whether ye are in a ſtate 
on grace or not? Have ye been born from above? 


y man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, John iii. 3. 

» Cor. v. 17. Is your converſation in heaven? Are ye clothed 
mich holineſs and humility, which is the garb of Chriſt's fol- 
ers? Thoſe who truly are his diſciples, have high and no- 
e aims, the glory and honour of God: they are acted from 
principle of love to God, and of faith in our Lord Jeſus 
L 2 Chriſt; 


ſand? Ye have been convinced of your blindneſs, unbelict 
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Chriſt ; they ſee him who is inviſible, and look at thoſe thing 
which are not ſecn, but are eternal. 

Have ye ſeen an infinite worth and exccllency in Chriſt; 
that he is the plant of renown, and the chiefeſt among ten thuÞ: 


and natural enmity ; and of the necd of a day of his power 
for overcoming the oppoſition to him, and his grace which i; 
in your hearts: but now, if he hath drawn you with loving 
kindneſs, ye are made to ſing, — I will bleſs the Lord wi 
hath given me counſel; and, Whom have I in heaven buf 
thee? and there is none upon earth that I deſire beſides thee 
How ſtand ye affected to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the ranſom 
er come to Zion? Simon, ſon of Jonas, leveſt thou me 
Do ye love him, and keep his commandments,—and ſtudy 
in the ſtrength of his grace, to do always thoſe things thy 
pleaſe him? Do ye rejoice to ſee him honoured, and t 
crown to flouriſh upon his head, — and cannot but be affect 
with the indignities which are done to him, in the day wher 
in ye live? I beheld the tranſoreſſ5rs, and was grieved ; n 
cauſe they kept not thy word, Pal. cxix. 158. i 
To fee him by faith in his word, in a duty or an ordſ 
nance,—1s this the great comfort of your life? but when I 
hides his face, are ye troubled? And are ye not ſometim 
made to long for the immediate viſion of him, that ye m 
ſee him face to face; and to breathe out your deſires for | 
glorious appearance, his ſecond coming ; ſaying, with il 
church,— Amen, even ſo come, Lord Feſus ? 
Do ye believe in the Son of God, and rejoice in Chriſt ec 
ſus, having no confidence in the fleſh ? Do ye rejoice in wh 
he is, — Immanuel, God with us; and in what he has done 
that he has fniſhed tranſgrefſion, and brought in everlaſtifff , 
righteouſneſs * Have ye a ſuperlative eſteem of Chriſt? do 
count all things but loſs, — that ye may win Chriſt, and 
found in him, not having your own righteouſneſs ,— but ti 
which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſ5 whi 
is of Cod by faith? Phil. iii. 8.9. 
Have ye the characters of the real Chriſtian ? An 
Chriitian is one who loves God for himſelf, as well as for 
benefits; and that with a ſupreme love, above all perk 
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and all things. He has an awful and impartial regard to 
God's commands. He oppoſes and wreſtles againſt that ſin 
t hich, of all others, moſt eaſily beſets him. He approves 
4% and loves the holy law, even in that very point wherein it 
cl, {ſtrikes againſt his moſt beloved luſt. His hope of heaven en- 
erg gages him in the ſtudy of univerſal holineſs ; in which he aims 
h ſat perfection, though he cannot reach it in this life. He 
ngWerves the Lord, not only in acts of worſhip, but alſo in the 
0% hole of his converſation ; and is in both ſpiritual, —as to the 
bufprinciple, motives, aims, and ends of his ſervice. Yet he 
Nees nothing about himſelf to truſt unto, before the Lord; 
ut Chriſt, in his righteouſneſs and fulneſs of grace, is the 
Way of his ſoul. His confidence is cut off from all that is 
ot Chriſt, or in Chriſt, as to the point of juſtification or ac- 
FMeptance with God; and as to the point of ſanctification too: 
uke xiv. 26. Pſal. cxix. 6. & xvili. 23. Rom. vii. 22. 23. 
John iii. 3. Matth. v. 3. Phil. iii. 3. 
Now, let ſuch as are the followers of Chriſt encourage 
Mhemſelves in the Lord; and let them continue with him in 
is temptation, for he appointeth to you a kingdom. Be not 
iſcouraged in the proſpect of calamities; for all creatures 
e in the hand of your God and Father, whoſe kingdom ru- 
th over all. —-If he has any further ſervice for you, he 
ill preſerve you, though it ſhould be in dens and caves of 
e carth, Pſal. xci. Heb. xi. 32. H. And though ye ſhould 
h üßzel in the common calamity, your latter end ſhall be peace: 
eur joy no man taketh from you; your beſt things, your 
i F&crnal concerns, are well ſecured, and are beyond the reach 
vf the world. If he deſigns to carry you through the flood, 
ne ſerve him yet in the lower houſe, he will be with you when 
aſi paſs through the waters; and will refine you in the fur- 
do ce, as ſilver is refined, Iſ. xliii. 2. Zech. xili. 9. | 
nd And it affords matter of conſolation, that all that relates to 
it on is managed by the Lord himſelf: and if he fee meet 
at there ſhould be a day of treading down and of perplexi- 
from the Lord God of hoſts, in the valley of vilion,— 
A oo may ſay unto him, What do/t thou? He giveth to us no 
for count of his matters, But as to Zion, her King is in her, 


der verer low ſhe be brought; and he wil! help her, and that 
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And thus the ſoul is eſtabliſhed, Pſal. cxxv. 1. 


— — —— — 


— 


35s ENGLAND's ALARM. Diſc. v. 
right early. He will bring glory to his own name, and good C 


to his church, out of theſe diſpenſations ; and however low fr 


his intereſt be, yet it ſhall riſe again. He has built his church 

upon a rock, and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt ſe 
it. It is matter of conſolation, that though the Lord God Þ £5 
of hoſts is awfully threatening to make a conſumption, even ¶ fi! 
determined in the midſt of the land: yet the conſumption de- . 
creed ſhall overflow with righteouſneſs : and he ſays, con-· Ii 
cerning the rod of his anger, the weapons of his indignation, Þ vi! 
Let a little while and the indignation ſhall ceaſe, and mine": 
anger in their deſtruction. Whatever dreadful work he may hw 
have for the Antichriſtian powers of ſpiritual Babylon, as he Þth 
rod of his anger againſt an hypocritical nation; yet we are 
fully aſſured, that her plagues ſhall come in one day, death, Ni 


and mourning, and famine ; and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt 


with fire: for ſtrong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 
So ſhall the Lord of hoſts come down to fight for mount Zion, 
and for the hill thereof, If. x. 5. 6. 22. 23. Rev. xvili. 8. Ph 
If. xxxi. 4. The Lord has glorious appearances yet to make ing 
in theſe latter days, for bringing about the final overthrow of Hing 
the Popiſh intereſt ; as alſo for reviving and advancing the re- pv! 
formation-intereſt : and his people may be comforted in the ou 
faith of it, that — the zeal of the Lord of hoſts will perform ni. 
this, If. ix. 7. Ng; 
3. Faith is of excellent uſe in trying times; it is a good te 
preparative for ſuffering, and a noble ſupport under the ſame. h/ 
This is the Chriſtian's life at all times, and particularly in are 
day of tribulation,— to live by the faith of the Son of Gd, 
Gal. ii. 20. It looks to Chriſt, and is lightened, Pſal. xxxiv.hoy 
5. It reſts upon God, when outward helps fail, If. xxvi. 3nd 
When , 
driven off by diſcouragement and temptation, it puts forth 4% 
reſolute act of adherence : Job xii. 15. Though he ſlay me, Me 
yet will I truſt in him. If troubles continue, and prayers are 
offered up,—but God is ſilent, and no relief comes; then 
faith waiteth, (If. xlix. 23.) ; and a waiting faith fills the ſoul 
with a pleaſant calm or ſerenity, delivering from ſinking 
fears, Rom. v. 1. 2. Unbelief and fear go together: Why ar 
ye fearful, © ye of little faith? It commits the buſineſs - 
Chill, 
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Chriſt, it leaves the matter with him; and is thus delivered 
from anxiety or perturbation, Pſal. xxxvii. 5. 

Faith relies on Chriſt's word of promiſe, Pſal. cxix. 49. It 
ſees him who is inviſible, Heb. xi. 27. Thus Moſes endured, 
as ſeeing him who is inviſible ; chuſing rather to ſuffer af- 


fliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures WE: 


in for a ſeaſon : efteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater 
riches than the treaſures in Egypt, Faith realiſeth the di- 
vine preſence with his people, in all ſufferings and calamities ; 
traſting to his word of grace, —/Vhen thou paſſe/t through the 
waters, TI will be with thee. Fear thou not, for I am with 
thee : be not diſmayed, for I am thy God : I will ſtrengthen 
thee, yea 4 will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the 


right hand of my righteouſneſs, Il. xliii. 2. & xli. 10. 


And faith doth ſupport them, from the conſideration that 
their ſufferings are for Chriſt's ſake : For unto you it is given, 
not only to believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake, 
Phil. i. 29. They are ſupported, by comparing their ſuffer- 
ings for Chriſt with his ſufferings for them; and by conſider. 
ins that they had ſuffered the wrath of God to eternity, had 
not Chriſt interpoſed for them. And faith encourages the 
dul, by foreſeeing the end, the final removal of all their cala- 
mties and ſufferings : For their light afflition—is but for a 
noment ; and it worketh for them a far more exceeding and 
ternal weight of glory; while they look not at the things 


which are ſeen, which are temporal, —but at the things which 


are not ſeen, which are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 18. 
4. An heart dead to the world, to all the pleaſures and en- 


Joymeats of it, is a good preparative for a public calamity 


nd times of ſuffering : Gal. vi. 14. God forbid that I ſhould 
vlory, ſave in the croſs of vur Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom 
he world is crucified unto me, and JI unto the world, 
Ve are to run the race ſet before us, in the moſt difficult 
ieps of it, —/ooking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of our 
aith ; and to conſider him that endured ſuch contradiction 

ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt we be wearied and faint in our 
inds, This will make us to take joyfully the ſpoiling of our 
%ds, knowing that we have in heaven a better and an en- 

ring ſubſtance ; to rejoice that we are counted worthy to 


lache. 
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+ this grace: for, faith he, Acts xx. 24,—none of theſe things 
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ſuffer ſhame for his name; being mortified to our eaſe and re. 
poſe, to our name and character in the world, to our free- 
dom and liberty, —and even to life itſelf, not loving our lives 
unto the death, But unmortified corruptions will rage in a 
day of trial, and like a torrent ſweep away all our reſolutions; 
ſo that we will not ſuffer as Chriſtians, to the honour and 
glory of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

5. Chriſtian courage and refolution—is of excellent uſe in 
ſuffering and trying times. The apoſtle Paul was eminent in 


move me, neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that 
1 might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which 
have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the 
grace of God. This is not a natural, but an holy and given 
boldneſs for the cauſe of Chriſt ; to be valiant for the truth, 
Jer. ix. 3- By this grace, the Chriſtian is animated to per " 
form difficult duties, to maintain and appear for the cauſe off 
Chriſt, when it is oppoſed, and ſinful compliances are requi 
red, Dan. iii. 16. & vi. 10. Thus Moſes kept up an high va, 
lve for Chriſt, and was not deterred from his duty by the fe 
of men; not fearino the wrath of the king, Heb. xi. 27. 

This fortitude of mind is an holy boldneſs in performing 
difficult duties, flowing from faith in the call of God,—an 
from a dependence upon Chriſt and his promiſed grace, fo 
enabling to the performance of them. It gives peace in th 
wind, whereas fainting will ſadly diſquiet: Pal. cxii. 7. A. 
ſhall nat be afraid of evil tidings ; his heart is fixed, truſ y- 
ing in the Lord. It ſtrengthens others; whereas fainting di 
courages them ; like the fainting of a ſtandard-bearer in a 
army, and like the ſpies who brought up an ill report on thy... 
land of promiſe. * 

6. A praying frame is ſuitable for times of trouble and fv 
fering. s any among you afflicted? let him pray, James! 
13- We ſhould be praying always with all prayer and fi 
plication in the Spirit, Eph. vi. 18. And becauſe we have 
great high pricſt, that is paſſed into the heavens, Jeſus iW,i, 
Son of Gad. —we are to hold faſt our profeſſion in ſhakin. Q, 
times, and in his name to come boldly unto the throne of gra, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 11 help in time 


nee 
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need, Heb. iv. 14. Jacob, in the time of his trouble, wept 

nd made ſupplication ; yea he had power with God, and pre- 
vailed, Hof. xii. 3. 4. And in our ſupplications, we are to 
depend upon the aſſiſting influence of the Holy Spirit, who 
helpeth our infirmities—with greanings which cannot be ut- 
tered ; as alſo upon the merit, mediation, and powerful in- 
terceſſion of the Son of God, appearing in our nature within 
the vail, whom the Father heareth always. 

II. Let all ranks of perſons in theſe lands be exhorted to 
aſſemble to the ſtandard of Zion's King; for the kingdom is 
the Lord's, and he is the Governor among the nations. 

Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings; be inſtrufted, ye 
udges of the earth. Kiſs the Son, in the way of homage 
land adoration, by believing in him as the great God and our 
Saviour, by obeying his voice, and by ſubordinating all things 
to his honour and glory; le/# he be angry, and ye periſh from 
Je way, when his wrath is kindled but a little: bleſſed are 
all they that put their truſt in him, Pal. ii. 10. 12. 
It is promiſed, that the kings ſhall ſhut their mouths at 
him : They ſhall be well pleaſed with the methods which he 
takes of ſetting up his ſpiritual kingdom in the world ; and 
ſhall repent of their /etting of their threſhold by his threſholds, 
n the Eraſtian incroachments which they had made upon his 
crown, dignity, and authority,—and of their encouraging 
men under their power in adding their own inventions to 
God's inſtitutions ; being now brought to ſee, that where 
God's ordinances are corrupted, — his name is diſhonoured. 
Yea, kings ſhall ſee and ariſe, princes alſo ſhall worſhip, be- 
cauſe of the Lord that is faithful For thai which had not 
been told them, ſhall they ſee ; the myſtery of divine grace 
hall be made known unto them, and to the nations under 
heir authority and government: their underſtandings ſhall be 
opened, that they may behold wondrous things out of God's 
Faw ; which ſhall awaken the attention and engage the reve- 
fp ence of kings and kingdoms : and that which they had not 
ve eurd, ſhall they conſider ; they ſhall read the holy ſcriptures 
with new and enlightened eyes; they ſhall now conſider and 
admire at the glory of God, as it ſhines in the face of Jeſus 
iſt, —and ſhall be perſuaded that ir far exceeds all that 
1e M they 
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they have heard, that the one half has not been told them I 
If. Iii. 1 5. & xlix. 7. Ezek. xliii. 7. And this ſhall excitq pa 
them, under the influence of divine grace, to ſet about per 
ſonal and national reformation ; in purging out the corrupſ g 
tions of church and ſtate, and in taking care that whatſveverÞy; 
is commanded by the God of heaven—be diligently done for us 
the houſe of the God of heaven. — Thus ſhall they ſerve thq ve 
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling, Ezra vii. 23þ 
Pſal. ii. r. | de 

The word of exhortation ſpeaketh to the great men, the}, 
princes, thoſe who are born peers of the kingdom; for it 
belongs unto them, as to ſet about perſonal reformation, ſo} th 
to be aſſiſting to the chief magiſtrate—in putting hand to and, 
proceeding in national reformation, Jer. v. 5. Ezra x. 4. 54 
And the exhortation is directed to the whole body of the nal ſe 
tion, as alſo to their repreſentatives ; that, according to theitf ſe 
ſeveral ſtations and characters, they may endeavour them 
ſelves, and excite one another to return unto the Lord, from 
whom we have all deeply revolted, Hoſ. vi. 1. 

Nothing leſs than national reformation will prevent the 
threatened national calamity. We have been ripening for 
the ſickle of God's judgments, for more than theſe hundred 
years paſt, proceeding from evil to worſe; in fo much that, 
ſince the reformation, theſe lands were never fo univerſally 
overſpread with hereſies, blaſphemies, deluſions, corruption off ꝗ 
morals, vices and abominations of all forts,—in which wet o 
have ſurpaſſed the very deeds of the Heathen. And ſhall notf n 
he who chaſtiſeth the Heathen, correct us? If the grounds off i 
God's controverſy with us be not diſcerned, and the quarrelf n 
taken up through the death and mediation of the Son of God, « 
and we brought back to our allegiance to Chriſt, —theſef j 
lands ſhall be a field of blood, and being laid deſolate, ſhall 
mourn : for our army and navy, which men ſinfully put their 


confidence in, ſhall not be a protection in the day of uratb, 1 
- when the Lord himſelf doth muſter the hoſt of the battle. ' 
4 
| 
] 


— „ * 


It is abſolutely neceſſary, that, upon Chriſt's call in his} 
word, ye believe on the Son of God, and aſſemble to the] 
ſtandard of Zion's King; for he is the glorious Shiloh, to! 
whom the gathering of the people ſhall be, Gen. xlix. 10. 
This 
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mT This being a dark and cloudy day, becauſe a ſinning and 
it packſliding day; a day of God's departure from the land, 
er and of his controverſy with it; a day of his ſcattering and 
UPPadividing us, of his making the earth to tremble, of his ma- 
5e king us to drink the wine of aſtoniſhment, of his threatening 
fei us with terrible things in righteouſneſs, and to puniſh us ſe- 
th} ven times more for our iniquities: it is therefore a ſeaſon 
23 wherein we are particularly and loudly called upon, without 

delay, to aſſemble under his banner: Zeph. ii. 1. 2. Gather 
the ouſelves together, yea, gather together, O nation not de- 
T il ired : before the decree bring forth, before the day paſ3 as 
the chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, 
nd before the day of the Lord's anger come upon you. 


51 And this ſtandard, to which we are called to gather our- 


na felves, is a banner of truth, Plal. Ix. 4. To it we ſhould aſ- 
en ſemble ourſelves, by believing in him who is the way, and 
mi the truth, and the life ; by depending on him, and living by 
faith upon him, who is full of grace and truth, - thus re- 
ceiving of his fulneß, and grace for grace: as allo by clea- 
ving to his cauſe and intereſt, and in our different capacities 
contending for the truth,— for the faith which was once deli- 
vered unto the ſaints. 

The ſtandard of Zion's King, as hath been obſerved, is a 
banner of truth; and the whole of divine revelation, all the 
declarations of God's mind and will, are inſcribed or written 
wel on this his banner of truth. Every truth, however ſmall it 
may appear in the view of ſome, is well worth the contend- 
off ing for ; it being, as well as all others, inſcribed on the ban- 
ner of Zion's King, and a ray from him who is the fountain 
d, of all truth, — the bleſſed and only potentate,— whe only bath 
elef immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
allf unto, whom no man hath ſeen, nor can ſee. 
eir And the banner of Zion's King is a banner of love, Song ii. 4, 
6, It was free love that made the great God our Saviour take the 

field, ſo as to give the ſhout of war againſt his own and our 
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us] enemies ; ſaying, The day of vengeance is in mine heart, 


he] and the year of my redeemed is come. And it will be heaven 
WE itſelf, to read the motto which is inſcribed. upon this his ban- 
0. ner; that is,—to comprehend with all faints, what is the 
us M 2 breadth, 
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breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to knoy 
the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. 

His banner is likewiſe a banner of power; and there is 
protection under it for all the followers of our higheſt Lord 
Immanuel. He himſelf doth ſupport it and bear it up, who 
bears up the pillars of heaven and carth ; who is the mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father, and the ſtandard-bearer among 
ten thouſand. There 1s reſt and repoſe under this banner, 
in the midſt of all the ſhakings and toſſings here below: If. xi. 
10. And in that day there ſhall be a root of Jeſſe, which 
ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the people; to it ſhall the Gentiles 
ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be glorious. And, faith the apoſtle, 
we which have belicved de enter into reſt, Our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jcſus Chriſt — ſhall be to all thoſe who aſſemble under 
his banner, a place of broad rivers and ſtreams ; as an hi- 
ding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt; as 
rivers of water in a dry place, as the ſhadow of a great 
rocſ in a weary land. 

III. To conclude, —let us be exhorted unto an habitual 
and conſtant dependence, by faith, upon our Lord Jeſus} 
Chriſt ; which is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to our glori- 
Hing God in the fires of trials and tribulations : for without 
him we can do nothing, and through Chriſt ſtrengthening us 
we ſhall be enabled to ds all things enabled to confeſs him 
before men, to take joyfully the ſpoiling of our goods, — 
and even to reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving againſt ſin. 

We muſt depend on him for every thing, — as the branches] 
depend on the root, and the building upon the foundation, 
John xv. 5. Not that we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think any] 
thing as of ourſelves; but our ſufficiency is of Ged, 2 Cor. 
iii. 5.— God has laid up all our ſtock in Chriſt's hand; and] 
will have him glorified. by his people and followers, inf 
their depending upon him, — receiving of his fulneſs, and] 
grace for grace, It is their diſpoſition to glory in their infir- 
mities, that the power of Chriſt may reſt upon them. Their 
natural averſion from the way of dependence upon him for all] 
things, is conquered by grace; and they glory only in the 
Lord,— becauſe the glory of their ſtrength is in , and in 
his righteoufneſs ſhall they be exalted. 


Nou, 
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Now, ſeeing the Lord cometh out of his place to puniſh the 
inhabitants of theſe lands for their iniquity, (If. xxvi. 21.), 
let men of all characters bow before him, in the humble ado- 
rations of faith, of goſpel-repentance and reformation. For 
thus ſaith the Lord, (Jer. xiii. 15. 16.), Hear ye, and give 
ear, be not proud: for the Lord hath ſpoken. Cive glory to 
the Lord your God, before he cauſe darkneſs, and before your 
feet ſtumble upon the dark mountains; and while ye look for 
light, he turn it into the ſhadow of death, and make it groſs 
darkneſs. 


APPE N- 
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FN. B. The national covenant of Scotland is here prefixed to th. 
Solemn league and covenant of the three kingdoms ; as the latter if 
ſome manner reduplicates upon the former, — by an engagement t 
** endeavour the preſervation of the reformed religion in the churchſſ*!! 
© of Scotland, in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government * 
*© againſt our common enemies.“ nal 


The NATIONAL COVENANT}? 
0 R, ng 
The CONFESSION of FAITH. Hun 


Subſcribed at firſt by the King's Majeſty and his houſehold in by 
the year 1580; thereafter by perſons of all ranks in th 
year 1581, by ordinance of the Lords of ſecret council 
and acts of the general aſſembly, Subſcribed again by all 
forts of perſons in the year 1590, by a new ordinance 0 
council, at the defire of the general aſſembly, with a ge 
neral bond far the maintaining of the true Chriſtian reli 
gion, and the King's perſon; and, together with a reſalu 
tion and promiſe, to maintain the true religion, and th i 
King's majeſty, according to the foreſaid confeſſion, and 
acts of parliament, ſubſcribed by barons, nobles, gentle 
men, burgeſſes, miniſters, and commons, in the year 1638 
Approven by the general aſſembiy 1638 and 1639; ani 
ſubſcribed again by perſons of all ranks and qualities in thi 
year 1639, by an ordinance of council, upon the ſupplica 
tion of the general aſJembly, and act of the general aſſem 
bly. Ratificd by an act of parliament 1640; and ſubſer! 
bed by King Charles II. at Spey, June 23. 1650, and ai 
Scoon, January 1. 1651. 
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E all and every one of us underwritten, proteſt 
That, after long and due examination of our ow 
conſciences, in matters of true and falſe religion, we are nv! 
thorough! 
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thoroughly reſolved in the truth by the word and Spirit of 
God : and therefore we believe with our hearts, confeſs with 
our months, ſubſcribe with our hands, and conſtantly affirm 
before God and the whole world, That this only is the true 
Chriſtian faith and religion, pleaſing God, and bfinging ſalva- 
jon to man, which now is, by the mercy of God, revealed 
to the world by the preaching of the bleſſed evangel; and is 
cceived, believed, and defended by many and ſundry notable 
ſkirks and realms, but chiefly by the kirk of Scotland, the 
at ing's Majeſty, and three eſtates of this realm, as God's eter- 
nal truth, and only ground of our ſalvation ; as more parti- 
cularly is expreſſed in the confeſſion of our faith, eſtabliſhed 
and publicly confirmed by ſundry acts of parliaments, and 
ow of a long time hath been openly profeſſed by the King's 
Wajeſty, and whole body of this realm both in burgh and 
land. To the which confeſſion and form of religion we will- 
ingly agree in our conſcience in all points, as unto God's un- 
oubted truth and verity, grounded only upon his written 
word. And therefore we abhor and deteſt all contrary religion 
and doctrine ; but chiefly all kind of Papiſtry in general and 
particular heads, even as they are now damned and confuted 
by the word of God, and kirk of Scotland: but in ſpecial 
ve deteſt and refuſe the uſurped authority of that Roman An- 
;Itichriſt upon the ſcriptures of God, upon the kirk, the civil 
pnagiſtrate, and conſciences of men: all his tyrannous laws 
ade upon indifferent things againſt our Chriſtian liberty : his 
erroneous doctrine againſt the ſufficiency of the written word, 
Ithe perfection of the law, the office of Chriſt, and his bleſſed 
evangel : his corrupted doctrine concerning original ſin, our 
natural inability and rebellion to God's law, our juſtification 
by faith only, our imperfect ſanctification and obedience to 
the law; the nature, number, and uſe of the holy facra- 
ents : his five baſtard ſacraments, with all his rites, cere- 
monies, and falſe doctrine, added to the miniſtration of the 
rue ſacraments without the word of God: his cruel judg- 
Þment againſt infants departing without the ſacrament : his 
abſolute neceſſity of baptiſm : his blaſphemous opinion of 
Itranſubſtantiation, or real preſence of Chriſt's body in the 
Flements, and receiving of the ſame by the wicked, or bo- 
ies of men: his diſpenſations with ſolemn oaths, perjuries, 
and degrees of marriage forbidden in the word : his crvelty 


1 * 


phemous prieſthood : his profane ſacrifice for the ſins of the 
lead and the quick : his canonization of men ; calling upon 
angels 
— 5 * » 


ed beat 6 


againſt the innocent divorced: his devilith maſs : his blaſ- 
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angels, or ſaints departed ; worſhipping of imagery, relics, 
and croſſes; dedicating of kirks, altars, days; vows to 
creatures : his purgatory, prayers for the dead; praying or 
ſpeaking in a ſtrange language; with his proceſſions and blaſ. 
phemous litany, and multitude of advocates or mediators : 
his manifold orders, auricular confeſſion : his deſperate and 
uncertain repentance : his general and doubtſome faith: his 
ſatis factions of men for their ſins : his juſtification by works, 
epus operatum, works of ſupererogation, merits, pardons, 
peregrinations, and ſtations : his holy water, baptizing of 
bells, conjuring of ſpirits, croſſing, ſayning, anointing, con- 
juring, hallowing of God's good creatures, with the foperſti 


tious opinion joined therewith : his worldly monarchy, and] 


wicked hierarchy : his three ſolemn vows, with all his ſhavel- 
lings of ſundry forts: his erroneous and bloody decrees 
made at Trent, with all the ſubſcribers or approvers of that 
cruel and bloody band, conjured againſt the kirk of God. 


And, finally, we deteſt all his vain allegories, rites, ſigns, and] 


traditions, brought in the kirk without or againſt the word of 
God, and doctrine of this true reformed kirk: to the which 
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we join ourſelves willingly, in doctrine, faith, religion, diſci-] 


pline, and uſe of the holy ſacraments, as lively members o 


the ſame in Chriſt our Head: promiſing and ſwearing by thef 


great name of the LORD OUR GOD, That we ſhall con- 
tinue in the obedience of the doctrine and diſcipline of this 
kirk, and ſhall. defend the ſame, according to our vocation 
and power, all the days of our lives; under the pains con- 
tained in the law, and danger both of body and ſoul in the 
day of God's fearful judgment. 


And ſeeing that many are ſtirred up by Satan, and that Ro- 
man Antichriſt, to promiſe, ſwear, ſubſcribe, and for a time 
uſe the holy ſacraments in the kirk deceitfully, againſt their 


own conſcience ; minding hereby, firſt, under the externalſ 
cloak of religion, to corrupt and ſubvert ſecretly God's true 
religion within the kirk; and afterward, when time mayf 
ſerve, to become open enemies and perſecutors of the ſame, 
under vain hope of the Pope's diſpenſation, deviſed againſt the 
word of God, to his greater confuſion, and their double con- 
demnation in the day of the Lord Jeſus : we therefore, will. 
ing to take away all ſuſpicion of hypocriſy, and of ſuch dou- 
ble dealing with God and his kirk, proteſt, and call the; 
ſearcher of all hearts for witneſs, That our minds and hearts 
do fully agree with this our confeſſion, promife, oath, and 


ſubſcription; 
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ſubſcription ; ſo that we are not moved with any worldly re- 
ſpect, but are perſuaded only in our conſeience, through the 
knowledge and love of God's true religion, imprinte in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit, as we ſhall anſwer to him in the 
day when the ſecrets of all hearts thall be diſcloſed. 


And becauſe we perceive, that the quĩetneſs and ſtability of 
our religion and kirk, doth depend upon the ſafety and good 
behaviour of the King's Majeſty, as upon a comfortable inſtru- 
ment of God's mercy granted to this country, for the main- 
raining of his kirk, and miniſtration of juſtice amongſt us; 
we proteſt and promiſe with our hearts, under the ſame oath, 
hand-writ, and pains, That we ſhall defend his perſon and 
authority with our goods, bodics, and lives, in the defence 
of Chriſt his evangel, liberties of our country, miniſtration 
of juſtice, and puniſhment of iniquity, againſt all enemies 
within this realm or without, as we delire dur God to be a 


ſtrong and merciful defender to us in the day of our death, 


and coming of our Lord Jz{us Chriſt. To whom, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory eternally. 


| Amen. 


LV. B. The foregoing national covenant was renewed in the year 
1638, in a bond ſuited to the circumſtances of that time: and the 
general aſſembly, in that year, having declared, that the five ar- 
ticles of Perth, (viz. the obſervation of holidays, Eneeling at the 
communion, confirmation by biſhops, private baptiſm, and private 


\ Communion ), as allo the government of the kirk by biſhops, and the ci- 


vil places and power of kirkmen,— were ail contrary to the national 
covenant, as it had been meant and profeſſed in the year 1580 and 
afterwards ; it was again ſubſcribed in the year 1639, with an ex- 


| preſs renunciation of thoſe articles, as having been materially abju- 


red by it formerly.) 
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The SoLEMN LEAGUE and Covinant, 


For reformation and defence of religion, the honour 
and happineſs of the King, and the peace and ſafety 


of the three kingdoms of Scotland, England, and 
Ireland. 


3 upon by commiſſianers from the parliament, and af: 
ſembly of divines in England, with commiſſi. ners of the 
convention of eſtates, and general aſſembly in Scotland : 
approven by the general aſſembly of the church of Scot- 
land, and by both houſes of parliament, and a{Jembly of 
divines in England; and taken and ſubſcribed by them, 
anno 1643 : and thereafter, by the faid authority, taken 

aud ſubſcribed by all ranks in Scotland and En: »{.nid, the 
fame year ; and ratified by act of the parliament of Se ot- 
land, anno 1614: and again renewed in Scotland, with 


an acknowledoment of jins, and engagement ts duties, by 


all ranks, anno 1648 3 and by the pariiament, 1649: and 
taken and ſubſcribed by King Charles II. at Spey, June 23. 
1050; and at Scoon, Fanuary 1. 1651. 


E Noblemen, Barons, Knights, Gentlemen, Citizens, 
Burgeſſes, Miniſters of the goſpel, and Commons of 


all forts, in the kingdoms of Scotland, England, and Ireland, 


by the providence of God living under one King, and being 
of one reformed religion, having before our eyes the glory off 


God, and the advancement of the kingdem of our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chiiſt, the honour and happineſs of the King's 
Majeſty and his poſterity, and the true public liberty, ſafety 


and peace of the kingdoms, wherein every one's private con- 


dition is included: and calling to mind the treacherous and 
bloody plots, conſpiracies, attempts, and practices of the 


GS. —— 


enemies of God, againſt the true religion, and profeflorsÞ 


thereof, in all places, eſpecially in theſe three kingdoms 


Sas > > 


ever ſince the reformation of religion; and how much 
their rage, power, and preſumption, are of late, and at. 
this time, increaſed and exerciſed, whereof the deplorable 


ſtate of the church anc kingdom of Ireland, the diſtretiedÞ 


eſtate of the church and kingdom. of England, and the dan- 
gerous 
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gerous eſtate of the church and kingdom of Scotland, are 
preſent and public teſtimonies : we have now, at laſt, (after 
other means of ſupplication, remonſtrance, proteſtations, 
and ſufferings), for the pretervation of ourſelves and our re- 
ligion from utter ruin and deſtruction, according to the com- 
mendable practice of thele kingdoms in former times, and 


the example of Cod's people in other nations, after mature 


deliberation, reſolved and determined to enter into a mutual 
and folemn league and covenant, wherein we all ſubſcribe, 
and each one of us for himſelf, with our hands lifted up to 
the MosT Hicn Gon, do ſwear, 


I. HAT we ſhall ſincerely, really, and conſtantly, 

through the grace of God, endeavour, in our ſeveral 
places and callings, the preſervation of the reformed religion 
in the church of Scotland, in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, 
and government, againſt our common enemies; the refor- 


SO 
mation of religion in the kingdoms of England and Ireland, 


in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government, according 


to the word of God, and the example of the beſt reformed 
churches : and ſhall endeavour to bring the churches of God 
in the three kingdoms, to the neareſt conjunction and uni- 
formity in religion, confeſſion of faith, form of church-g9- 
vernment, directory for worſhip and catechiſing; that we, 
and our poſterity after us, may, as brethren, live in faith and 


love; and the Lord may delight to dwell in the midſt of us. 
ns, | N 


II. That we ſhall, in like manner, without reſpe&t of per- 
ſons, endeavour the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, (that is, 


church- government by archbiſhops, biſhops, their chancel- 
lors and commiſſaries, deans, deans and chapters, archdea- 


cons, and all other eccleſiaſtical officers depending on that 


' hierarchy), ſuperſtition, hereſy, ſchiſm, profaneneſs, and 
| whatſoever ſhall be found to be contrary to ſound doctrine, 


and the power of godlineſs ; leſt we partake in other mens 
fins, and thereby be in danger to receive of their plagues ; _ 
and that the Lord may be one, and his name one, in the 


three kingdoms. 


III. We ſhall, with the ſame ſincerity, reality, and con- 
ſtancy, in our ſeveral vocations, endeavour, with our eſtates 


the parliaments, and the liberties of the kingdoms ; and to 


- 
* 


preferve and defend the King's Majeſty's perſon and authori- 
4 ty, 
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ty, in the preſervation and defence of the true religion, and 
liberties of the Kingdoms ; that the world may bear witneſs 
with our conſcicnces of our loyalty, and that we have no 
thou guts or intentions to diminiſh his Majeſty's juſt power 
and z7catnels, | 


\ 

IV. We ſhall alſo, with all faithfulneſs, endeavour the 
diſcovery of all ſuch as have been, or ſhall be incendiaries, 
malignants, or evil inſtruments, by hindering the reformation |}: 
of religion, dividing the King irom his people, or one of the . 
kingdoms from another, or making any faction, or parties . 
amonglt the people, contrary to this league and covenant ; tt 
that they may be brought to public trial, and receive con- . 
dign puniſhment, as the degree of their offences ſhall re- He 
quire or deſerve ; or the ſupreme judicatures of both king- n 
doms reſpectively, or others having power from them for fe: 
that effect, ſhall judge convenient. 


V. And whereas the happineſs of a bleſſed peace between ff 
theſe kingdoms, denied in former times to our progenitors, | 

is, by the good providence of God, granted unto us, and 
hath been lately concluded, and ſettled by both parliaments : 
we ſhall each one of us, according to our place and intereſt, IC: 
endeavour that they may remain conjoined in a firm peace Þ: 
and union to all poſterity ; and that juſtice may be done up- E. 
on the wilful oppoſers thereof, in manner expreſſed in the fr 
precedent article. f 


VI. We ſhall alſo, according to our places and callings, Þ: 
in this common cauſe of religion, liberty, and peace of the Id 
kingdoms, aſliſt and defend all thoſe that enter into this J. 
leagve and covenant, in the maintaining and purſuing thereof ; 
and ſhall not ſuffer ourielves, directly or indirectly, by what- 
ſocrer combination, perſuaſion, or terror, to be divided and . 
withdrawn from this bleſſed union and conjunction, whe- 
ther to make defection to the contrary part, or to give our | 
ches to a deteſtable inciflerency or neutrality in this cauſe, 
which ſo much concerncth the glory of God, the good of the 
kingdoms, and honour of the King; but ſhall, all the days] 
of our lives, zealoufly and conſtantly continue therein, 
againſt all oppoſition, and promote the ſame, according to] 
our power, againſt all lets and impediments whatſoever ;z and 
what WC are not able curlelves to ſuppreſs or overcome, we 


ſhall 
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zall reveal and make known, that it may be timely prevent- 
4 or removed. All which we ſhall do as in the ſight of God. 


And becauſe theſe kingdoms are guilty of many ſins and 
rovocations againſt God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as is too 
zanifeſt by our preſent diſtreſſes and dangers, the fruits 
ereof : we profeſs and declare, before God and the world, 
ur unfeigned deſire to be humbled for our own fins, and for 
he ſins of theſe kingdoms ; efpecially that we have not, as 
re ought, valued the ineſtimable benefit of the goſpel, that 
ve have not laboured tor the purity and power thereoſ, and 
hat we have not endeavoured to reccive Chriſt in our hearts, 
or to walk worthy of him in our lives; which are the cau— 
es of other ſins and tranſgreſſions, ſo much abounding a- 
angſt us; and our true and unfcigned purpoſe, delire, and 
ndeavour, for ourſelves, and all others under our power and 
harge, both in public and in private, in all duties we owe 
God and man, to amend our lives, and each one to go be- 
ore another in the example of a real reformation ; that the 
Lord may turn away his wrath and heavy indignation, and 
itabliſh theſe churches and kingdoms in truth and peace. 
and this covenant we make in the preſence of ALMIGHTY 
GoD, the ſearcher of all hearts, with a true intention to per- 
form the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at that great day when the 
ecrets of all hearts (hall be diſcloſed : molt humbly beſeech- 
ing the Lord, to ſtrengthen us by his Holy Spirit for this end, 
nd to bleſs our deſires and proceedings with fuch ſucceſs, 
s may be deliverance and ſafety to his people, and encou- 
ragement to other Chriſtian churches, groaning under, or in 
danger of the yoke of Antichriſtian tyranny, to join in the 
lame, or like aſſociation and covenant ; to the glory of God, 
the enlargement of the kingdom of ſeſus Chriſt, and the 


peace and tranquillity of Chriſtian kingdoms and common- 
vcalths. 
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An ExnorTaAT10N to the taking of the Slenm League 
and Covenent, for reformation and defence of reli. 
gion, the honour and happineſs of the King, and 
the peace and ſafety of the three kingdoms of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland ; b 


By the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter: prepared ; 
according to an ordinance of both houſes of parlia- 
ment, dated Feb. 2. 164 3-4. | 


F the power of religion, or ſolid reaſon ; if loyalty to the 
King, and piety to their native country, or love to them- 
ſelves, and natural affection to their poſterity ; if the exam- 
ple of men touched with a deep ſenſe of all theſe, or extra- 
ordinary ſucceſs from God thereupon, can awaken an im- 
broiled bleeding remnant to embrace the ſovereign, and only 
means of their recovery, there can be no doubt, but thisF 
ſolemn league and covenant will find, whereſoever it ſhall bef 
tendered, a people ready to entertain it with all chearfulnels 
and duty. 

And were it not commended to the kingdom by the 
concurring encouragement of the honourable houſes of par- 
liament, the aſſembly of divines, the renowned city of Lone 
don, multitudes of other perſons of eminent rank and quae 
lity in this nation, and the whole body of Scotland, hq 
have all willingly worn and ſubſcribed it, with rejoicing agp 
the oath ſo graciouſly ſeconded from heaven already, byp" 
blaſting the counſels, and breaking the power of the enemy. 
more than ever; yet it goeth forth in its own ſtrength, with 
ſuch convincing evidence of equity, truth, and righteouſneſs 
as may raiſe in all not wilfully ignorant, or miſerably ſeduſ, 
ced, inflamed affteGions to join with their brethren in thifþ, 
happy bond, for putting an end to the preſent miſeries, an 
for ſaving both of King and kingdom from utter ruin, nov. 
ſo ſtrongly and openly labcured by the Popiſh faction, and 
ſuch as have been bewitched and beſotted by that viperouP 
and bloody generation. 

For what is there almoſt in this covenant, which was nag 
for ſubſtance eitker expreſſed, or manifeſtly included = tha 
olemP 
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ſlemn proteſtation of May 5. 1641 * wherein the whole 
kingdom ſtands engaged until this day? the ſinful neglect 
whereof doth, as we may juſtly fear, open one ſſoodgate the 
more to let in all theſe cala:nities upon the kingdom, and 
caſt upon it a neceſlity of renewing covenant, and of enter- 
ing into this. 

If it be ſaid, the extirpation of Prelacy, to wit, the whole 
hierarchical government (ſtanding as yet, by the known laws 
of the kingdom), is new, and unwarrantable ; this will ap- 
pear to all impartial underſtandings, though new, to be not 


only warrantable, but neceſſary ; it they conſider, (to omit 


what ſome ſay, that this government was never formally e- 


ſtabliſhed by any laws of this kingdom at all), that the very 


life and ſoul thereof is already taken away by an act paſſed 
in this preſent parliament 4, ſo as, like Jezebcl's carcaſe, of 
which no more was left but the ſcull, the feet, and the palms 
of her hands, nothing of juriſdiction remains, but what is 
precarious in them, and voluntary in thoſe who ſubmit unto 
them; that their whole government is at beſt but a human 
conſtitution, and ſuch as is found and adjudged by both houſes 


of parliament, in which the judgment of the whole kingdom 


| * This proteſtation, which was taken by the members of the houſe of Com- 
mons May 3. 1641, printed by their order May 5. and taken afterward by all 
forts of perſons in England, is as follows. 


A. B. do, in the preſence of Almighty God, promiſe, vow, and proteſt, to 

maintain and defend, as far as lau fully 1 may, with my life, power, and 
eſtate, the true reformed Proteſtant religion, expreſſed in the doctrine of the 
church of England, againſt all Popery and Popiſh innovations within this realm, 
contrary to the ſame doctrine; and, according to the duty of my allegiance, his 
Majeſty's royal perſon, honour, and eſtate; as alſo the power and privileges of 
ci the lawful rights and libeities of the ſubject, and every perſon that 
maketh this proteſtation, in whatſoever he ſhall do in the lau ful purſuance of the 
fame: and to my power, and as far as lawfully I may, I will oppoſe, and, by 
all good ways and means, endeavour to bring to condign puniſhment, all ſuch as 
ſhall, either by force, practice, counſels, plots, conſpiracies, or otherwile, do 
any thing to the contrary of any thing in this preſent proteſtation contained: and 
further, that I ſhall, in all juſt and honourable ways, endeavour to preſerve the 
union and peace of England, Scotland, and Ireland; and neither for hope, fear, 
or other reipect, ſhall relinquiſh this promiſe, vow, and proteſtation. 


+ By the words, the true reformed Proteſtant reſig ion, expreſſed in the doctrine of the 
hurch of England, &c. in this Proteſtation, the Commons declare, was and is 
eant, only the public doctrine profeſſed in the laid church, fo far as it is oppo- 
ite to Popery and Popiſh innovations; and that the ſaid words are not to be ex- 

ended to the maintaining of any form of worſhip, diſcipline, or government, 
or of any rites or ceremonies of the ſaid church of England. 


| + Dated May 2. 1641, declaring, That perſons in boly orders ſhall not exer- 
ie any temporal juriſdiction. | 
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is involved and declared, not only very prejudicial to the ci; 
ſtate, but a great hindrance allo to the perfect reformation? 
of religion. Yea, who knoweth it not to be too much an - 
enemy thereto, and deſtruttive of the power of godlineſ;, 
and pure adminiſtration of the ordinances of Chriſt ? Which 
moved the well-atfe&ted, almoſt throughout this kingdon 
long ſince to petition this parliament, as hath been deſired 
before, even in the reign of Queen Eliſabeth, and of King 
James, for a total abolition of the ſame. Nor is any ma; 
hereby bound to offer any violence to their perſons, but only 
in his place and calling to endeavour their extirpation in 
lawful way. 

And as for thoſe clergymen who pretend, that they, above 
all others, cannot covenant to extirpate that government, be 
cauſe they have, as they ſay, taken a ſolemn oath to obe 
the biſhops in licilis et honeſtis ; they can tell, if they pleaſe 
that they that have ſworn obedience to the laws of the land 
are not thereby prohibited from endeavouring, by all lawfy 
means, the abolition of thoſe laws, when they prove incon 
venient or miſchievous. And if yet there ſhould any oati 
be found, into which any miniſters or others have entered 
not warrantcd by the laws of God and the land; in this caſc 
they mult teach themſelves and others, that ſuch oaths cal 
for repentance, not pertinacy in them. 

If it be pleaded, That this oath croſſeth the oaths of 
ſupremacy or allegiance, there can be nothing farther from. 
truth; for this covenant binds all, and more ſtrongly engaF 
geth them, to “ preſerve and defend the King's Majeity's per 
« ſon and authority, in the preſervation and defence of thqh. 
« true religion and liberties of the kingdoms.” 

That ſcruple, That this is done without the King's con 
ſent, will ſoon be removed, if it be remembered, that the 
proteſtation of the 5th of May, before mentioned, was | 
the ſame manner voted and executed by both houſes, ani 
after, by order of one houſe alone, ſent abroad to all thi 
kingdom; his Majeſty not excepting againſt it, or giving any. 
ſtop to the taking of it, albeit he was then refident in perſo 
at Whitehall. | | | 

Thus Ezra and Nehemiah (Ezra x. Neh. ix.) drew all th 
people into a covenant, without any ſpecial commiſſion fron 
the Perſian monarchs, then their ſovereigns, fo to do; albeiſ 
they were not free ſubjects, but vaſſals, and one of then 
(Neh. i.) the menial ſervant of Artaxerxes, then by conque 
King of Judah alſo. | 


No 
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; 
Nor hath-this doctrine or practice been deemed editions 
or unwarrantable by the princes that have ſat upon the Eng- 
liſh throne; but juſtified and defended by Queen Eliſabeth, 
of bleſſed memory, with the expence of much treaſure and 
noble blood, in the United Provinces of the Netherlands, 
combined not only without, but againſt the unjuſt violence 
of Philip King of Spain. King James followed her ſteps, ſo 
ar as to approve their union, and to enter into league with 
em as free ſtates; which is continued, by his Majeſty now 
reigning, unto this day; who, both by his expedition for the 
elief of Rochelle in France, and his ſtrict confederacy with 
Ithe Prince of Orange and the States-General, notwithſtanding 

| the importunity of Spain to the contrary, hath fer to his 

cal, that all that had been done by his royal anceſtors, in 
aintenance of thoſe who had ſo engaged and combined 
jemſelves, was juſt and warrantable. 

And what had become of the religion, laws, and liberties 
df our ſiſter nation of Scotland, had they not entered into 
uch a ſolemn league and covenant at the beginning of the 
ate troubles there? Which courſe, however it was at firſt, 
dy the Popiſh and Prelatic projectors, repreſented to his Ma- 
ty as an offence of the higheſt nature, juſtly deſerving 
Fhaſtiſement by the fury of a puiſſant army; yet, when the 
atter came afterwards in cool blood to be debated, firſt by 
ommiſſioners of both kingdoms, and then in open parlia- 
cnt here, when all thoſe of cither houſe, who are now en- 
zaged at Oxford, were preſent in parliament, and gave their 
'Otes therein, it was found, adjudged, and declared, by 
e King in parliament, That our dear brethren in Scotland 
Had done nothing but what became loyal and obedient ſub- 
ects ; and were thereupon, by act of parliament, publicly 
ighted in all the churches of this kingdom where they had 
deen defamed. 
Therefore, however ſome men, hoodwinked and blinded 

dy the artifices of thoſe Jeluitical engineers, Who have long 
Fonſpired to ſacrifice our religion to the idolatry of Rome, our 
Jaws, liberties, and perſons, to arbitrary ſlavery, and our e- 
tates to their inſatiable avarice, may poſſibly be deterred and 
uſed with high threats and declarations, flying up and 
{own on the wings of the royal name and countenance, now 
Faptivated and proſtituted to ſerve all their luſts, to proclaim 
II rebels and traitors who take this covenant ; yet let no 
Yaithtul Engliſh heart be afraid to join with our brethren of 
l the three kingdoms in this folemn league, as {ometime3 
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is involved and declared, not only very prejudicial to the ci] 
ſtate, but a great hindrance alſo to the perfect reformation 
of religion. Yea, who knoweth it not to be too much an | 
enemy thereto, and deſtructive of the power of godlincſ,, 
and pure adminiſtration of the ordinances of Chriſt ? Which 
moved the well-atte&ted, almoſt throughout this kingdom 
long ſince to Fetten this parliament, as hath been deſire 
before, even in the reign of Qucen Eliſabeth, and of King 
James, for a total abolition of the fame. Nor is any ma; 
hereby bound to offer any violence to their perſons, but only 
in his place and calling to endeavour their extirpation in 
lawful way. 

And as for thoſe clergymen who pretend, that they, above 
all others, cannot covenant to extirpate that government, be 
cauſe they have, as they lay, taken a ſolemn oath to obe 
the biſhops in licilis et honeſtis ; they can tell, if they pleaſe 
that they that have ſworn obedience to the laws of the land 
are not thereby prohibited from endeavouring, by all lawfu 


venient or miſchievous. And if yet there ſhould any oat! 
be found, into which any miniſters or others have entered 
not warrantcd by the laws of God and the land; in this caſ 
they muſt teach themſelves and others, that ſuch oaths cal 
for repentance, not pertinacy in them. 

If it be pleated, That this oath croſſeth the oaths of 
ſupremacy or allegiance, there can be nothing farther from 
truth; for this covenant binds all, and more ſtrongly engaÞ 
geth them, to & preſerve and defend the King's Majeity's per 
« {on and authority, in the preſervation and defence of the 
« true religion and liberties of the kingdoms.” 

That ſcruple, That this is done without the King's con 
ſent, will ſoon be removed, if it be remembered, that the 
proteſtation of the 5th of May, before mentioned, was | 
the ſame manner voted and executed by both houſes, and 
after, by order of one houſe alone, ſent abroad to all thi 
kingdom ; his Majeſty not excepting againſt it, or giving an 
ſtop to the taking of it, albeit he was then reſident in perſoqy, 
at Whitehall. | 

Thus Ezra and Nehemiah (Fzra x. Neh. ix.) drew all thi 
people into a covenant, without any ſpecial commiſſion fro: 
the Perſian monarchs, then their ſovereigns, fo to do; albe 
they were not free ſubjects, but vaſſals, and one of then 
(Neh. i.) the menial ſervant of Artaxerxes, then by conquel 
King of Judah alſo. 


No 
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Nor hath this doctrine or practice been deemed editions 
or unwarrantable by the princes that have ſat upon the Eng- 
Im throne; but juſtified and defended by Queen Eliſabeth, 
of bleſſed memory, with the expence of much treaſure and 
noble blood, in the United Provinces of the Netherlands, 
combined not only without, but againſt the unjuſt violence 
of Philip King of Spain. King James followed her ſteps, ſo 
ar as to approve their union, and to enter into league with 
em as free ſtates; which is continued, by his Majeſty now 
eigning, unto this day; who, both by his expedition for the 
clief of Rochelle in France, and his ſtrict confederacy with 
the Prince of Orange and the States-General, notwithſtanding 
Il the importunity of Spain to the contrary, hath fer to his 
*: eal, that all that had been done by his royal anceſtors, in 
"Fraintenance of thoſe who had ſo engaged and combined 
1emſelves, was juſt and warrantable. 

And what had become of the religion, laws, and liberties 
of our ſiſter nation of Scotland, had they not entered into 
uch a ſolemn league and covenant at the beginning of the 
ate troubles there? Which courle, however it was at firſt, 
dy the Popiſh and Prelatic projectors, repreſented to his Ma- 
Cty as an ottence of the higheſt nature, juſtly deſerving 
haſtiſement by the fury of a puiſſant army; yet, when the 
atter came afterwards in cool biood to be debated, firſt by 
ommifſſioners of both kingdoms, and then in open parlia- 

ent here, when all thoſe of either houſe, who are now en- 
| aged at Oxford, were preſent in parliament, and gave their 
otes therein, it was found, adjudged, and declared, by 
he King in parliament, That our dear brethren in Scotland 
ad done nothing but what became loyal and obedient ſub- 
ects; and were thereupon, by act of parliament, publicly 
ighted in all the churches of this kingdom where they had 
. Þcen defamed. 

Therefore, however ſome men, hoodwinked and blinded 
dy the artifices of thoſe Jeſuitical engineers, who have long 
oaſpired to ſacrifice our religion to the idolatry of Rome, our 
Paws, liberties, and perſons, to arbitrary ſlavery, and our e- 
ſtates to their inſatiable avarice, may pothbly be deterred and 
muſed with high threats and declarations, flying up and 
{own on the wings of the royal name and countenance, now 
Faptivated and proſtituted to ſerve all their luſts, to proclaim 
ul rebels and traitors who take this covenant ; yet let no 
Waithtul Engliſh heart be afraid to join with our brethren of 
| the three kingdoms in this ſolemn league, as ſometimes 
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the men of Iſrael, though under another King, did with the 
men of judah, at the invitation of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxx. 
What though thoſe tongues ſet on fire by hell do rail and 
threaten? That God who was pleaſed to clear up the inno. 
cence of Mordecai and the Jews, againſt all the malicious 
aſperſions of wicked Haman to his and their ſovereign, ſo a 
all his plotting produced but this effect, that (Eſther ix.) when 
the King's commandment and decree drew near to be put in 
execution, and the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power 
over them, it was turned to the contrary, and the Jews had 
rule over them that hated them, and laid hands on ſuch as 
fought their hurt, ſo as no man could withſtand them; and 
that ſame God who but even as yeſterday vouchſafed to di. 
ſperſe and ſcatter thoſe dark clouds and fogs which overſha- 
dowed that loyal and religious kingdom of Scotland, and to 
make their righteouſneſs to ſhine as clear as the ſun at noon- 
day, in the very eyes of their greateſt enemies, will undoubt: 
edly ſtand by all thoſe who with ſingleneſs of heart, and 1 
due ſenſe of their own fins, and a neceſſity of reformation 
ſhall now enter into an everlaſting covenant with the Lordi 
never to be forgotten, to put an end to all thoſe unhappy and 
unnatural breaches between the King and ſuch as are faithful 
in the land; cauſing their righteouſnets and praife to fpringf 
forth before all the nations, to the terror and confuſion of 
thoſe men of blood, the confederate enemies of God and the 
King, who have long combined, and have now raked toge 
ther the dregs and ſcum of many kingdoms, to bury all the 
glory, honour, and liberty of this nation, in the eternal gravd 
of diſhonour and INS. 


Friday, February 9. 1643-4. | 

An exhortation touching the taking of the So/ezn League and Co 
wenant, and for ſatisfying of ſuch ſcruples as may ariie in the ta 
king of it, was this day read the firſt and ſecond tue; and, by vot 
upon the queſtion, aſſented to, and ordered to be forthwith printed 


H. Eusvnces, Cler. Par. D. Com. 


N. B. Here did follow the Solema League and Covenant, printed by an ordi 
nance of parliament, Feb. 1643-4; with the names of 228 members of the houſ 
of Commons, who had then taken it This, with other vouchers which the hi 
ſtory of that time affords, makes it appear,—that it was the more general ſenſe an 
mind of the kingdom of England, as well as of Scotland,—that it was their duty 
in obedience to God, and in the faith of his promiſe, to devote themſelves 2 
theſe lands unto the Lord in a covenant of duty: and that theſe ſolemn vows we 
then entered into by perſons of all ranks in theſe kingdoms, is notorious to all wh 
know any thing of thoſe times, 
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LETTER from the General Aſſembly of the church 
ini} of Scotland, to the Right Honourable the Lord 
no. Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the ci- 
ty of London, 


Our late and ſeaſonable teſtimony given to the truth of 

the goſpel, and your affection to the peace of the king- 
ms, manifeſted in your humble remonſtrance and petition 
> the Honourable houſes of parliament, hath ſo revived the 
membrance of your former faith and zeal, and proclaimed 


= du the worthy ſeed of ſo noble anceſtors in that famous ei- 
ha as we cannot but acknowledge with all thankfulneſs the 
4 * ace of God beſtowed on you, and ſtir you up to take no- 


Fe, how ſince you were precious in the Lord's ſight, you 
ve been ever honourable ; the Lord hath loved you, given 
en for you, and people for your life. What an honour was 
Jin the days of old, when the fire of the Lord was in Zion, 
d his furnace in your Jeruſalem, even in Queen Mary's days, 
at there were found in you men that loved not their lives 
Wro the death? What a glory in after time, when Satan 
d his throne and Antichriſt his ſeat in the midſt of you, 
It there were ſtill found not a few that kept their garments 
Fan? But the greateſt praiſe of the good hand of God upon 
Ju bath been in this, that amidſt the many miſts of error 
I hereſy which have riſen from the bottomleſs pit, to be- 
Pt the face and darken the glory of the church, (while the 
ide is a-making ready for the Lamb), you have held the 
th, and moſt piouſly endeavoured the ſettling of Chriſt up- 
his throne. We need not remember how zealous you 
Je been in the cauſe of God, nor how you have laid out. 
urſelves and eſtates in the maintenance thereof, nor how 
ny acknowledgments of the fame you have had from the 
nourable houſes, nor how precious a remembrance: will be 
1 of you in after ages, for your ſelling of all to buy the 
rl of price: we only at this time do admire, and in the 
ard of our hearts do bleſs the Lord for your right and. 
Pp apprehenſions of the great and important matters of 
Fiſt in his royal crown, and of the kingdoms in their union, 
ile the Lord makes offer to bring our ſhip, ſo much afflict- 
and toſſed: with tempeſt, to the ſafe harbour of truth and 
ice, Right memorable is your zeal againſt ſects and ſecta- 
all WS; your care of reformation, according to the word of 
F<, and the example of the beſt reformed churches ; your 
earneſt 
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tried, will be ever found the more precious truth), and vi 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Fath 


and government of the church; it will be proper, in order to! 


earneſt endeavours and noble adventures, for preſerving ; 
the rights and privileges of parliament; and liberties of f 
kingdoms, together with his Majeſty's juſt power and pre, 
nels ; and your high profeſſion, that it is not in the poy 
of any human authority to diſcharge or abſolve you from # 
hering unto that our (ſo ſolemnly ſworn) league and ca 
nant, or to inforce upon you any ſenſe contrary to the le 
of the ſame ; beſides your other good ſervices done unto t 
Lord and to us, in the ſtrengthening of the hands of the | 
verend aſſembly of divines, and of our commiſſioners, in thi 


aſſerting of the government of Chriſt; (which the more it 


dicating of the ſame from the uſurpation of man, and c- 
tempt of the wicked. Theſe all, as they are fo many tel 
monies of your piety, loyalty, and undaunted reſolution 
ſtand for Chriſt; fo are they, and ſhall ever be ſo many oli 
gations upon us your brethren, to eſteem highly of you in d 
Lord, to bear you on our breaſts before him night and d- 
and to contribute our beſt endeavours, and to improve all « 
rtunities for your encouragement. And now we beſeet 
you in the Lord, Honourable and Welbeloved, go on in t 
your ſtrength, and in the power of his might who hath þ 
noured you to be faithful ; ſtand faſt in that liberty whe 
with Chriſt hath made you free: and in the purſuance of | 
truth, we are confident, as you have, ſo you will never ce 
to ſtudy the peace and nearer conjunction of the kingdo 
knowing that a threefold cord is not eaſily broken. No 


which hath I nd honoured you, and given you ever 
ing conlolation, and good hope through grace, comfort 0 
hearts, and ſtabliſh you in every good word and work. 


Edinburgh, June 18, FSsubſeribed in name af 
1646. | General AſJembly, | 


ROBERT BLAIR, Ms 


N. B. Some hint being given in the preceding diſcourſes, 
cerning the reformation which is needed in the worfoip, dijcipl 


reformation of 4-&rine,— that the reader ſeriouſly peruſe the 4% 
nine articles of the church of England, Mr Herwey's dialogues and 
ters, Mr 5ojion's fourfold flate, his view of the covenant grace, 
Meſl. Eines ſermons. | 


